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Mirabai makes it a golden day for
India; Rishikanta clinches a silver

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

Weightlifting has always
been one of the disciplines
that has contributed signifi-
cantly to India’s tally at the
Commonwealth ~ Games.
The fact that the country
has won as many as 33 me-
dals in the last three edi-
tions underlines the vital
role of the weightlifters.

On Sunday, the opening
day of the weightlifting
competition here, Indians
once again made their pre-
sence felt by winning two
medals — a gold and silver.

Hours after Rishikanta
Singh Chanambam finished
second in the men’s 60kg
category, Mirabai Chanu
produced a golden mo-
ment in the women’s 48kg
class. For the latter, it was
her third successive Com-
monwealth Games yellow
metal after Gold Coast
(2018) and Birmingham
(2022).

New record

Surprisingly, the 3l-year-
old Mirabai had a shaky
start to her snatch se-
quence, missing the open-
ing attempt at 82kg. She,
however, remained unflus-
tered and returned to suc-
cessfully lift the weight.

The lifter from Manipur
went on to clear 85kg on
her third visit, establishing
a new Commonwealth
Games record much to the
delight of the Indian fans
at the venue.

After failing to
clear 105kg in
her first clean
and jerk at-
tempt, Mira-
bai man-
aged to
over-
come
the chal-
lenge in
her  se-

Manipuris’ day out: It was triple delight for Mirabai while Rishikanta (below) became the first male
lifter from the State to win a medal in the Commonwealth Games. PTI

cond try and finished with
a total of 190kg, both new
Games marks.

Ruth Asuquo Nyong of
Nigeria won silver with a
total lift of 168kg while Ire-
na Jane Henry of Malaysia
clinched bronze with
167kg.

Earlier, Rishikanta won
India’s second medal at the

Games with his silver.
The 28-year-
old began the
snatch  se-
ries with
116kg, in-
creased it
to 119kg

and

|« even

tually produced a 121kg lift.

In clean and jerk, the
Manipur lifter passed the
143kg test but failed in his
next two attempts at 148kg
and 151kg. Rishikanta fin-
ished with a combined lift
of 264kg.

Malaysia’s ~ Mohamad
Aniq Kasdan won the gold
with a total lift of 273kg, set-
ting a Games record.

The Malaysian lifter also
registered a new Games
high in clean and jerk with
152kg.

Kenya’s Joshua Amunga
Mobye was the other podi-
um finisher, thanks to his
overall effort of 264kg
(snatch: 121kg; clean and
jerk: 143kg).

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGE 16

27J7. Mirabai makes it a
golden day for India;
Rishikanta clinches a silver

ARmETE o 9Ra ¥ v w@fois
et gamaT; ZRFTEr o Sar
T UGH

¢ Weightlifting has always
been one of the disciplines that has
contributed significantly to India’s
medal tally at the Commonwealth
Games.

HRIAAA (Weightlifting) 8RR &
ISgHS el (Commonwealth
Games) H #Rd &I GG diferst H
Hgca ol AT &t aTel YA T Well &
qUF @ e

e The fact that the country has
won as many as 33 medals in the
last three editions underlines the
vital role of the weightlifters.

el dfier FFON 7 d2r garT 33
YGa ST SRIATerehl hT Hgeaqor
HfFeT 1 Y@ifrd Far g

e On Sunday, the opening
day of the weightlifting
competition here, Indians once
again made their presence felt by

winning two medals — a gold and a
silver.

faar = g5l sRrere wfaafar &
3eHTes fad 9 HRA @enfsat o

T aR T &Y UG — Ueh FqOT 31K Ueh ToTd — SiidehT 37901 3ufeufa gor s

e Hours after Rishikanta Singh Chanambam finished second in the men’s 60 kg category,
Mirabai Chanu produced a golden moment in the women’s 48 kg category.

TSt & 60 frenarmeT gat 7 H R i T & g T W@ & FS 6 dIg HRIETS T
o AFHT & 48 FFaNe g9t & Tafoiw 3uatesyr grfde i

e For the latter, it was her third consecutive Commonwealth Games gold medal after Gold
Coast (2018) and Birmingham (2022).

HRraTs =1 & e I Mes Five (2018) 3N afdfae (2022) & a1¢ AsgHs Well FT TAAR
e Tgof g T

New record

a1 RprE

e Surprisingly, the 31-year-old Mirabai had a shaky start to her snatch sequence, missing the
opening attempt at 82kg.
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3TRESTeTsh &9 &, 31 Ffr ARTETE 1 Fotwr Tt T YB3 HASIR T 3R a8 82 et &

3196 Igol TATH H Al 71g] aF deni |
e She, however, remained unflustered and returned to successfully lift the weight.

gTellien, agﬁaﬁaaﬁgéaﬂ?amm'gawmﬁmagmwml

e The lifter from Manipur went on to clear 85kg on her third visit, establishing a new
Commonwealth Games record much to the delight of the Indian fans at the venue.

ATOTYR T $H HRIeAToleh & 379l AR T 3 85 FHENITH HR Aol deh SThT 12T
FiATACYT B N1 Trfa fFam, [Saw agf 3ultud SR yergeh! # 3carg 1 det als |

e After failing to clear 105kg in her first clean and jerk attempt, Mirabai managed to overcome
the challenge in her second try and finished with a total of 190kg, both new Games marks.

379 Tl Fellel TS ST T H 105 FHENITH HR 38T 7 3r8hel 6=t & e ARMETS A g@l
SATH H Ig Yeitell TR Y of 3R el 190 FRellamst 1R & ey Sicafarer Gared T, St el g
T @er RIS 541

e Ruth Asuquo Nyong of Nigeria won silver with a total lift of 168kg while Irena Jane Henry
of Malaysia clinched bronze with 167kg.

ATFSHRAT BT T IR 79T A Tl 168 FHANITH $R STHT ToTed Y& ST, STaifeh Hafrar
HI AT AT g ¥ 167 FRANITH AR & T FIET UG 3791 o1 fohaT|

e Earlier, Rishikanta won India’'s second medal at the Games with his silver.
STV Ug HAFI o ell 7 T TG Scaa AR I GIRT TG fererra|

e The 28-year-old began the snatch series with 116kg, increased it to 119kg and eventually
produced a 121kg lift.

28 geftar TSt A Toter T hr v31TT 116 Frearms & 1, T 58 119 fFearmsT as serar 3k
37dd: 121 R R 381 H A% &l

¢ Inclean and jerk, the Manipur lifter passed the 143kg test but failed in his next two attempts
at 148kg and 151kg.

Tﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁ?ﬁlﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁg?é?sﬂmw o 143 RSN R FholdTddeh 37T, wifehet 148

fretae 31X 151 eI & 319Tel alall 9aTal 7 3% ]|
e Rishikanta finished with a combined lift of 264kg.
F I o Fol 264 FHelaTH R ISTHRT TTAANINAT FATCT FI|

e Malaysia’s Mohamad Aniq Kasdan won the gold with a total lift of 273kg, setting a Games

record.

FARRIT & ANgFAG Ielle FHEKT o Fof 273 FFalamT R 3ort Faot ggF Siiar ik a7ar @
Reprs Tanfia fora|

e The Malaysian lifter also registered a new Games high in clean and jerk with 152kg.
HARNATE RIS o Felle US STh H 152 fFANATH AR 33 73T @l 1S 3 sarm)

o Kenya’s Joshua Amunga Mobye was the other podium finisher, thanks to his overall effort

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
This controversial law offering a
path to Indian citizenship to six
religious minority communities
from neighbouring countries led
to nationwide protests in 2019 and
2020. Name the law. Ans:
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
2. In 2015, students of this
education centre went on strike
protesting the government’s
appointment of a television
actor-turned-politician as
chairperson. What is the name of
the education centre and the
name of the appeintee? Ans: Film
and Television Institute of
India, Gajendra Chauhan

3. Aglobal pop star and a
prominent climate activist posted
on X in support of protests that

captured global headlines for
days in India in 2021. Their posts
sparked a reaction from the
Indian government. Name them.
Ans: Rihanna, Greta Thunberg
4. The 2016 death by suicide of
this student drew attention to the
fight against institutional caste
discrimination. Ans: Rohith
Vemula

5. What is the name of the judicial
committee formed to recommend
amendments to India’s criminal
laws in the incident’s aftermath?
Ans: Justice Verma Committee
Visual: Name the man and
woman in the photo. Ans: Anna
Hazare and Kiran Bedi

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas |
Mohan Lal Patel | Parimal Das |
Siddhartha Viswanathan |
Sumana Dutta

of 264kg (snatch: 121kg; clean and jerk:
143kg).

ma}:smpm@m:ﬂa&;ﬁ»rzmﬁm’lm
(T 121 FFeama; Felle vs o%: 143
fFANIT) HR 3T 3T g faaar &l

2737. QUIZ

1. Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019

r, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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Parliament enacted the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 to amend the
Citizenship Act, 1955.

It creates a special citizenship route for Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis
and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan.

Eligible persons must have entered India on or before 31 December 2014 after
facing religious persecution or fear of persecution.

The law does not automatically grant citizenship; eligible applicants must apply and
satisfy prescribed conditions.

The Citizenship (Amendment) Rules, 2024 operationalised the application process.

2. FTIl Students’ Strike of 2015

The institution was the Film and Television Institute of India, commonly called
FTII, located in Pune.

FTIl was established by the Government of India in 1960 on the premises of the
former Prabhat Studios.

Students began a prolonged strike in June 2015 opposing the appointment of actor
and politician Gajendra Chauhan as President of the FTIl Society and Chairman of
its Governing Council.

The protesters questioned his professional suitability and demanded greater
transparency in appointments.

FTII’s official records list Chauhan among its former chairpersons.

3. International Support for the Farmers’ Protests

In February 2021, singer Rihanna and Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg
publicly commented on the farmers’ protests in India.

Rihanna shared a news report about restrictions imposed around protest sites and
asked why the issue was not receiving greater attention.

Thunberg also expressed solidarity with the protesting farmers and subsequently
shared information connected with an online campaign toolkit.

Their intervention attracted extensive international attention and prompted a
response from India’s Ministry of External Affairs.

Technically, they posted on Twitter; the platform was renamed X only in 2023.

4. Death of Rohith Vemula

Rohith Vemula was a research scholar at the University of Hyderabad who died by
suicide on 17 January 2016.

Before his death, Vemula and four other students associated with the Ambedkar
Students’ Association had been suspended from certain university facilities following
a campus dispute.

His death triggered protests in universities and cities across India.

The movement raised broader questions about caste discrimination, social
exclusion, institutional accountability and support systems within higher-
education institutions.

Vemula’s final letter and circumstances made his death an important reference point
in debates concerning discrimination on Indian campuses.

5. Committee on Criminal-Law Reforms

This question refers to the aftermath of the December 2012 Delhi gang rape and
murder case, commonly called the Nirbhaya case.
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The Union Government constituted a three-member committee headed by former
Chief Justice of India Justice J.S. Verma on 23 December 2012.

Its other members were Justice Leila Seth and former Solicitor-General Gopal
Subramanium.

The committee recommended extensive reforms concerning rape, sexual
harassment, stalking, trafficking, police accountability and gender justice.

Its report influenced the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013, although every
recommendation was not accepted.

6. Visual Identification: Anna Hazare and Kiran Bedi

The man is Anna Hazare, a social activist known for campaigns promoting rural
development, transparency and measures against corruption.

The woman is Kiran Bedi, a former Indian Police Service officer who became India’s
first woman IPS officer and later served as Lieutenant-Governor of Puducherry.

Both became prominent faces of the India Against Corruption movement of 2011.
The movement demanded the establishment of a strong and independent Lokpal to
investigate corruption complaints involving public officials.

Their public demonstrations, particularly at Delhi’'s Ramlila Maidan, attracted

nationwide participation and extensive media attention.

Mirabai completes a hat-trick

of gold as records tumble

The Indian weightlifting star rules the roost in women’s 48kg; another Manipuri, Rishikanta, bags silver in men’s 60kg

CWEALTH GAMES

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

s a glowing Mirabai
A Chanu walked into

the mixed zone to
meet the Indian media
here on Sunday, she was in
high spirits. So much so
that when the cameramen
bent down on their knees
to fix their microphones,
she smiled and said: “Mera
Aashirwad (My blessings)!
Please finish quickly as I
have not eaten for the last
few days!”

Mirabai was the darling
of the packed gathering at
the Scottish Event Campus
during the Games.

Going for her third suc-
cessive Commonwealth
_ Games gold medal, the 31-

year-old Indian weightlift-
ing star broke records in
both snatch and clean and
jerk with ease.

Huge cheer

The gathering gave her a
rousing reception after she
completed her lifts and se-
cured gold in women’s
48kg with a record 190kg
(85 &105).

“I am very happy that I
was able to get my third
gold for India,” she said.

Mirabai revealed that

games

CENIA

— —

™
. §l~_

All smiles: Mirabai triumphed with ease while Rishikanta overcame knee pain to finish second. ANI & PTI

there was a lot of pressure
on her and she was delight-
ed to handle it. “A lot was
going on in my mind -

whether I would be able to
win the medal this time. 1
am relieved,” she said. Mi-
rabai added that maintain-

ing the 48kg category had
been a difficult task. “This
performance is very im-
portant for me because I

have been controlling my
body weight for a long
time. It was very difficult
for me to bring it down to
48kg. From now on, I will
focus on the Asian Games.”

It was an emotional mo-
ment for another Manipuri
weightlifter ~ Rishikanta
Singh Chanambam, too.
Winning a medal was a
“dream-come-true” for the
28-year-old as he claimed
silver in men’s 60kg with a
total of 264kg (a Games re-
cord 121kg in snatch and
143 in clean and jerk).

“It’s a dream to win my
first Commonwealth me-
dal. My family will be very
happy,” said Rishikanta. He
is the first male weightlifter
from the State to win a me-
dal at the Games.

Other Indian results:

Boxing: Women: 54kg: Preeti
Panwar bt Deborah Mtenje (Maw)
RSC, enters quarterfinals; Men:
55kg: Jadumani Singh bt
Sumama Rehman (Pak) 5-0,
makes it to last eight.

Lawn bowls: Women’s pairs:
Pinki Singh & Rupa Rani Tirkey
lost to Amy Pharaoh & Sian
Honnor (Eng) in tie-break; Pinki &
Rupa lost to Amanda Steenkamp
&Diana Viljoen (Nam) in
tie-break; Men: Putul Sonowal
lost to Shaun James (MIt) 0.5-1.5.
Swimming: Men’s 4x200m
freestyle relay team (Dhakshan
Shashikumar, Aneesh Gowda,
Aryan Nehra and Srihari Nataraj),
qualified for final.
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27J7. Mirabai completes a hat-trick of gold as records tumble

HRTTg A Tt geeRl 1 gfed T i, Repist ey w9

The Indian weightlifting star rules the roost in women’s 48kg; another Manipuri,
Rishikanta, bags silver in men’s 60kg.

AR ST TR o AT & 48 RFamm a3 7 319a77 oea 1 1@, 6T AR & T
3= f@rerst Rfdrsia & 9ot & 60 frar a9t & Tora we Sian|

As a glowing Mirabai Chanu walked into the mixed zone to meet the Indian media here on
Sunday, she was in high spirits.

mwmmgmmmwmﬁm@ma:mmmﬁq@ﬁ
3T 3cHTE W gl SoT 8T AT|

So much so that when the cameramen bent down on their knees to fix their microphones, she
smiled and said: “Mera Aashirwad (My blessings)! Please finish quickly as | have not
eaten for the last few days!”

TgT T o ST AT 379o) AFHIBIT S Flot o ToIT et & el 31, al Segiel HEHII §U
gl AT 3refiaie! FIAT STeal Wed FTAT FIF A Rod 7o a1 & Fo ad @
Mirabai was the darling of the packed gathering at the Scottish Event Campus during the
Games.

el & R Tifeer sde Huw H Alee TarE™ ol s 1 agch #dRmars o)
Going for her third successive Commonwealth Games gold medal, the 31-year-old Indian
weightlifting star broke records in both snatch and clean and jerk with ease.

mﬁmmmmmmﬁmmgmmwmmﬁ
Tl 3R FelleT U8 o1 et & 3mae & Reprs dis vl

Huge cheer
STEICET 3cHTE

The gathering gave her a rousing reception after she completed her lifts and secured gold in
women’s 48kg with a record 190kg (85 & 105).

37eTy 3l forre gt et 3R AAfyem3it & 48 fam 3t 37 Rapts 190 fram (85 3iiv 105) & &y
ot qge Sfidel & J16 GgT FAlole Al o SeTehl SINGR FAHEIC fehaT|

‘Il am very happy that | was able to get my third gold for India,” she said.

3egiet ohel, “H aga g § o A 9Ra & AT sroa e waof geeh sha w1

Mirabai revealed that there was a lot of pressure on her and she was delighted to handle it.
HRIETS = ST foh 3e7 IR hTohT eralTer AT 3R I8 9 eelld Sl HhelcTddsh HIHAT hieh Sge G &

“A lot was going on in my mind — whether I would be able to win the medal this time. |
am relieved,” she said.

3egiel e, “ﬁ?mﬁaga@aawm—wﬁswmmshawm I HF e AeqH
TR

Mirabai added that maintaining the 48kg category had been a difficult task.
HRraT$ A et T 48 TR @t 7 379 T SATT TAT Ueh S i 47|

“This performance is very important for me because | have been controlling my body
weight for along time. It was very difficult for me to bring it down to 48kg. From now
on, I will focus on the Asian Games.”

Segiel T, “IF a A AT aga Ageaqel § FIE A oF wHT F roer o’R 1 ao e
W gl FH 48 R o aTeT A FIT gt o 4l 3T ¥ I &A1 oA Dl W) @I’

It was an emotional moment for another Manipuri weightlifter Rishikanta Singh
Chanambam, too.

I8 T 31 AT sritersh Rvewiar i aramrasr & o ot sgen a7or 2|
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e Winning a medal was a “dream-come-true” for the 28-year-old as he claimed silver in
men’s 60kg with a total of 264kg (a Games record 121kg in snatch and 143 in clean and
jerk).

28 q¥ta TGS o fAT Yeeh ST Ueh A9t ¥ g1 ST T, Fifeh Segiat g8t & 60 fFam
Tt H Foot 264 A (wotar 3 @at 1 Repts 121 foram 3tk wrelier U3 51 # 143 o) & e Tora

g STl

e ‘It’'s a dream to win my first Commonwealth medal. My family will be very happy,” said
Rishikanta.

AT = g, “mwmmmmmwmwmma@@r

g

o Heis the first male weightlifter from the State to win a medal at the Games.

TE ST & T8 Igal JoF RIS § [Sleglel @ell 7 Feeh S|

U Mumba’s UTT reign continues

PANAJI

Defending champion U
Mumba TT snapped Dem-
po Goa Challengers’ un-
beaten run to retain the Ul-
timate Table Tennis crown
with a 8-5 victory in the
Season-7 final at the Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Indoor  Stadium on
Sunday.

The summit clash ebbed
and flowed before U Mum-
ba’s superior depth and
composure proved
decisive.

Goa made a bright start
through teenager P.B. Ab-
hinandh, who unsettled
Frenchman Lilian Bardet
once again with his uncon-
ventional style  built
around a long-pimpled
backhand rubber. Alth-
ough he couldn’t replicate
his 3-0 demolition from
the tournament opener,
Abhinandh repeatedly dis-
rupted the Frenchman’s
rhythm before Bardet final-
ly found his range with a
flurry of forehand winners
in the third game to put U
Mumba on the board.

World No.24 Bernadette
Szocs then showcased why
she remains one of the
world’s elite. Locked in a
high-quality contest
against World No. 34 Anna
Hursey, she trailed 4-6 af-
ter dropping the opening
game before reeling off six

BUTTERFLY

&
i
L-

Ultimate Table Tennis Season7 & chatGPT

On cloud nine: The U Mumba players and staff exult after going the distance. BUTTERFLY UTT

consecutive points to wrest
control and restore Goa’s
advantage.

Leading 4-2 after two
singles, Challengers looked
set to tighten the grip. In-
stead, Manush Shah
changed the complexion of
the final. The bespectacled
Indian combined superbly
with Hursey to blank Alva-
ro Robles and Syndrela Das
in mixed doubles, silenc-
ing a partisan crowd of ov-
er 1,200 and drawing U
Mumba level.

The all-left-hander duel
between Manush and Ro-
bles lived up to expecta-
tions, with both players
producing breathtaking fo-
rehand and backhand top-
spin exchanges.

The rally of the evening
came at 6-6 in the opening

game, Robles finishing a 13-
shot exchange with a stun-
ning forehand sidespin
winner from well behind
the table before stringing
together four straight
points to take the game.

Manush responded in
style. Trailing 9-10 in the
second, he produced a full-
stretch forehand topspin
winner to force a golden
point, where Robles mis-
sed an ambitious third-ball
attack. Buoyed by the es-
cape, Manush quickened
the tempo in the decider,
forcing a string of unforced
errors to put U Mumba on
the verge.

With U Mumba leading
7-5 and needing only one
more game, Anusha Ku-
tumbale, preferred ahead
of Nithyashree Mani, kept

27J7. UMumba’s UTT reign continues

her composure against
teen sensation Syndrela
Das. While Syndrela was
forced into an all-out at-
tacking approach in pur-
suit of three straight
games, Anusha played per-
centage table tennis
throughout. Syndrela
saved two championship
points to force a golden
point but miscued a high
ball, handing U Mumba the
top prize.

The result: Final: U Mumba TT
bt Dempo Goa Challengers 8-5
(Lilian Bardet lost to P. B.
Abhinandh 7-11,9-11, 11-6; Anna
Hursey lost to Bernadette Szocs
11-5, 7-11, 7-11; Manush Shah &
Hursey bt Alvaro Robles &
Syndrela Das 11-8, 11-7,11-9;
Manush bt Robles 6-11, 11-10,
11-5; Anusha Kutumbale bt
Syndrela Das 11-10).

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

g HaT FT JEAE A gagar Sy

Defending champion U Mumba TT snapped Dempo Goa Challengers’ unbeaten run to
retain the Ultimate Table Tennis crown with a 8-5 victory in the Season-7 final at the Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Indoor Stadium on Sunday.

a1 ARt  H{ar A& A AqaR Y 37, AT GG HESH $3R TBAA A Wl 70 Wet-7 wrgerer
#H 37) Mar FoiaH Fr 39T T H s gV 8-5 Y Siid o |1 HedHe ool farw 7 fAdTT

CREIEREC] )

The summit clash ebbed and flowed before U Mumba’s superior depth and composure
proved decisive.

Ig BIgTel HHIAT SAR-TGId A IR IgT, WAfehel Icl: I FHAT T I 71631s 3N T fAvias
aifad gel
Goa made a bright start through teenager P.B. Abhinandh, who unsettled Frenchman Lilian

Bardet once again with his unconventional style built around a long-pimpled backhand
rubber.

Mar = iR RSt ddft. ey & ATeTs T AR YBHT H, Siwgiar Bt fErems
faforas a1de 1 ter IR T Aiear-Rives dFgs W 9 3maRd 379e0T 3 et & WA
TR

Although he couldn’t replicate his 3-0 demolition from the tournament opener, Abhinandh
repeatedly disrupted the Frenchman’s rhythm before Bardet finally found his range with a
flurry of forehand winners in the third game to put U Mumba on the board.

gIelTeh O ollHIT & Tgel Hehlaol SIET 3-0 T St ST oAgT Teh, olfehet AL o TR HrEIE
TRresr &1 o 9T, s Teer o ande & e 2197 3 SeTTaR eREs et aemet g e &
g1 @rerm|

World No.24 Bernadette Szocs then showcased why she remains one of the world’s elite.
S8 d1G fara Aav 24 Fe3E T o @ ok a8 gferar i iRy Renfsat 7 w2t enfder 81
Locked in a high-quality contest against World No.34 Anna Hursey, she trailed 4-6 after

dropping the opening game before reeling off six consecutive points to wrest control and
restore Goa’s advantage.

fea FaT 34 3111 g & WD 3T TAT FH1aol H R37M I1H gRA & ole T 4-6 T NS
of, AfSheT SATAR & & Sliciat Hehrael W =07 g1frer famam 3k aivar &t e sgdt fee &
Leading 4-2 after two singles, Challengers looked set to tighten the grip.

ar RisTew AFEEl & F1G 4-2 Y Tad ol el Felordt ST 1 3R Asiga Feufa 7 e 1 A
Instead, Manush Shah changed the complexion of the final.

Afehe AT ATE o BISeTel T QT 3W Feel T

The bespectacled Indian combined superbly with Hursey to blank Alvaro Robles and

Syndrela Das in mixed doubles, silencing a partisan crowd of over 1,200 and drawing U
Mumba level.

TRAT YgeTol Tl HRATT TR o g7l & Ty fAcia fAFTs saeq 7 3rear) Veaw 3R RAZar
&R T QI g AT &, FHTd 1,200 § 3178k &2ieht b1 815 ATl &1 975 R  HaT o Sl T |

The all-left-hander duel between Manush and Robles lived up to expectations, with both
players producing breathtaking forehand and backhand topspin exchanges.

HAY AR Asaw o oy &Y AT0 g1 & TN 1 Fehraren 3efiel o &R 3, fores et
TEenf3at o ameieR ®REE 3R dds erufeua Yo @il
The rally of the evening came at 6-6 in the opening game, Robles finishing a 13-shot

exchange with a stunning forehand sidespin winner from well behind the table before
stringing together four straight points to take the game.

ATH T FEY AR Yokl LI A # 6-6 % T TR W= i &N, ST Neeld o ol & 1T
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Siae 318 379 AT e Form|

e Manush responded in style.

HAY o 8 AR 3ieTet H SaTe fem|

e Trailing 9-10 in the second, he produced a full-stretch forehand topspin winner to force a
golden point, where Robles missed an ambitious third-ball attack.

GER AA A 9-10 § WIS gl IR 3ogiel U oRE hofoht BRES SIITeeT faait STaTTaT 3R Hehrerel 1
e Buoyed by the escape, Manush quickened the tempo in the decider, forcing a string of
unforced errors to put U Mumba on the verge.

$H UG o dlc; AT o 0iTeh 318 7 Wef 1 aTfcl FaT & 3R Tideded! ¥ olaR HThIs T
AT §T Y :ima#sﬁt—ré:a»‘ﬂaqg’m%ml

e With U Mumba leading 7-5 and needing only one more game, Anusha Kutumbale, preferred
ahead of Nithyashree Mani, kept her composure against teen sensation Syndrela Das.

ST g FHAT 7-5 W 33T AT 3R 3 eharel Teh 31 Al STl AT, o frearedt #AfOr hr Srrg #Htepr arer
ATl AT FgaTel o Fhei FoTwa RAZAT ER o YT MeaeR TIH fegran|

¢ While Syndrela was forced into an all-out attacking approach in pursuit of three straight
games, Anusha played percentage table tennis throughout.

STeT RS &l TR et A ShcAet & T G oRe 3MMshraeh Wl 31T TS, TET 3T o U
HhTeel H FIAUT TR Sael o Werr|

e Syndrela saved two championship points to force a golden point but miscued a high ball,
handing U Mumba the top prize.

fagen =t &Y ARFTRT carge TR AFIT FY Mes @HE deh TgaTA, Afehed T FelT I
Teh 318 AR G HaT A R 3191 &A1 o form|

Indian men bag youth Asian

title, women settle for silver

The Indian sub-junior men’s team defeated
Pakistan 3-1 in the gold medal match of the FIH
Youth Hockey5s Asian Championship in Muscat.
In women’s competition, India settled for silver
after a 2-4 loss in the final against China. Earlier,
India booked its place in the summit clash with a
8-1 victory over Kazakhstan in the semifinal.

The results (final): Men: India 3 (Romit Pal 5, Ketan
Kushwaha 12, Shahrukh Ali 13) bt Pakistan (Muhammad
Usman 16).

Women: China 4 (Tongtong Lu 1, Kexin Tang 5, Jiaxin Guo 6,
Chen Ge 19) bt India 2 (Nousheen Naz 13, Pushpa Manjhi 20).

27J7. Indian men bag youth Asian title,
women settle for silver

AR 739 & o Jar vfirnd fRara shar, Afger
& o T Ygsh & AT fRar

e The Indian sub-junior men’s team defeated
Pakistan 3-1 in the gold medal match of the FIH Youth
Hockey Asian Championship in Muscat.

HRART FE-S{fAIT T8 & o ATHE H IS Thansea I
gieh15s TRIATS APIIAfAT & Taof yew e H qrfrearT
3-1 9 g

e Inthe women's competition, India settled for silver
after a 2-4 loss in the final against China.

Afgar AN F IR 7 AT F TWd B F 2-4 T ER
& d1¢ 9T Y& § GdIY lelT 97|

e Earlier, India booked its place in the summit clash
with a 8-1 victory over Kazakhstan in the semifinal.

SHY UG HRA o QHANBISTT H FATEEATT Pl 8-1 T g
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How champ Anahat
broke a ‘curse’

The 18-year-old becomes the first Indian to win the World junior

title; hopes her triumph is a game-changer for Indian squash

Sports Bureau

t was a case of now or
lnever for Anahat
Singh.

After multiple unsuc-
cessful attempts, the su-
premely talented 18-year-
old had one last crack at
the World junior squash
women’s title. And things
finally fell into place in On-
tario as Anahat carved her
own piece of history by be-
coming the first Indian to
hoist the individual prize.

The ‘teen titan’ was
both delighted and re-
lieved to break the “curse”.

“I still feel like I am
dreaming. It (crown)
means the world to me,”
Anahat said after cruising
past Rugayya Salem of
Egypt 11-3, 117, 119.

“This is the biggest
event a junior can play in. I
have been playing in it for
four years, and it has not
gone my way; I lost in the
semis and quarters. If so-
meone asked, I always
said: “This tournament is a
curse. But coming into the
event, I knew that it was
my last year in juniors and
that I had to give my 100%.
I am really glad that it
worked out,” added Ana-
hat, the force which put a
halt to Egypt’s sustained
dominance in women’s ca-

Epic effort: Anahat cruised past her Egyptian opponent in the final.

WORLD SQUASH

tegory. The Delhi girl, who
lived up to the top billing in
the global competition, re-
vealed that she played with
a clear mind in the final.

“I knew that I would
play terribly if I stressed
myself, so I just came on
court and hit my lines well.
I wanted to enjoy every
moment of a World cham-
pionship final.”

Anahat, ranked World

No0.20 at the senior level,
hoped that her triumph in
World juniors would be a
game-changer for Indian
squash. “If a few people
watch my matches and the
matches of other players in
the event, we will gain a lot
more recognition. India is
a huge country, so if it
reaches the right audience,
squash can rapidly grow as
asport”.

27J7. How champ Anahat broke
a ‘curse’

ARt 3remEa o F& dver ‘wiFaw

e The 18-year-old becomes the
first Indian to win the World junior title;
hopes her triumph is a game-changer for
Indian squash.

18 affar femeT farea Spferaw e St
arell el R 91 915 &, 3e0 3FAIG o
for 36T Tg AHeIaT HRART TFder & faw
AA-ASX ATfIT BT |

e |t was a case of now or never for
Anahat Singh.

I=TTed g & v Ig 3ra a1 w3t 738 S
Tyfa o

e After multiple unsuccessful
attempts, the supremely talented 18-year-
old had one last crack at the World
junior squash women'’s title.

% 3T T & 9TE, 98¢ TsTITelr
18 aeffar f@ems) & ure faea spferas wfgen
FFe @A Siiasr & 3nfERY 3/aaR o)

e And things finally fell into place in
Ontario as Anahat carved her own piece
of history by becoming the first Indian to
hoist the individual prize.

INfERR e & #9 $o 3 gaT &
T&T 3R 3reTed & Safadea f@ae shasr
gTell Igell IR STahT sfaerd T feam|

e The ‘teen titan’ was both
delighted and relieved to break the
“curse”.

AT TFET FEN ST ATell TRATST “HTFATT” T A5 dge; G iR TEcd Heqd Y e At

o ‘| still feel like | am dreaming. It (crown) means the world to me,” Anahat said after
cruising past Rugayya Salem of Egypt 11-3, 11-7, 11-9.

FeATe = e T $HTAT AIAH Y 11-3, 11-7, 11-9 W &1 o a1 e, “H3t 3rsft off T orar Tar
¥ & wue &@ @ 1 7w () A faw gt gfaan & wamer g1

e “Thisis the biggest event a junior can play in.”

3ogiot heT, I8 fret it fBamd & fow daet arer wa@ F31 AT Bl

e “l have been playing in it for four years, and it has not gone my way; | lost in the semis
and quarters.”

# Rrod TR ant & wd o W@ g 3R 77 A var F 7 2, F Aeiwee AR FAEIEHAT A
g TS oA
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“If someone asked, | always said: ‘This tournament is a curse.””
‘I FI§ qoar T, at A g Fget oY I AT T AfRAT 1

“But coming into the event, | knew that it was my last year in juniors and that | had to
give my 100%.”

“AfereT 7 wrAErar & e § wger 73t gar o1 i SfaeR a9 F g7 A i@ ad ¥ s g
39T 100% &7 191"

‘Il am really glad that it worked out,” added Anahat, the force which put a halt to Egypt’s
sustained dominance in women’s category.

TEd o hgl, ‘FH g Gt § 6 ITEIFR T F6 Tl @T1” e Afgelt 337 & A7 & o
THI A Tl 3T & Y3Jcd T 3 FATeT Y feam|

The Delhi girl, who lived up to the top billing in the global competition, revealed that she
played with a clear mind in the final.

afRaeh Ffcrafarer 3 ¥ al=rdr & 378 Yediel e arell faeelt Y fRemE) o adrm & 3egia

TrgeTel 7 8 g A AR FIv€ /A § el |

‘I knew that | would play terribly if | stressed myself, so | just came on court and hit my
lines well.”

3egiel e, “@wm%ﬁﬁm?ﬁaa@m@ﬁgﬁ,ﬂﬁvﬁmmwﬁaﬁt
Y ATCH WET STITE T |”

‘Il wanted to enjoy every moment of a World championship final.”

¥ e APIARIT & BIEAT F & I FT 3HTeig AT TTEaT A1

Anahat, ranked World No.20 at the senior level, hoped that her triumph in World juniors
would be a game-changer for Indian squash.

AT TR 9X Tea wiaw 20 a1 arelt 3retmea &1 371 & for Farea pfovam 3 3a7hr Sy et
TFAY F AT AF-I9T @ifaa gef

“If a few people watch my matches and the matches of other players in the event, we
will gain a lot more recognition.”

35giot T, “afE Fo dter A AT 3R 57 viaAfrar F s a3l & Av &, ot g 7
3T ggara A

‘Indiais a huge country, so if it reaches the right audience, squash can rapidly grow as
a sport.”

IR T IgT 931 4 §, SHIAT AT T T Gl T U, o T U A & T F g Aol
¥ RFRT A TFaT 2’
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on enforcing plant

ws. Anuj Kumar explores the debate around Azam Khan's legacy, the future of

minority education in Rampur, and the political stakes ahead u( the Uttar Pradesh Assembly election

Mohd, Waseem, a carpenter holding a placard
advocating “ilm” (learming), at the protest. ANUJ KUMAR

in Rampur, Uttar Pradesh, Mohd. Wa-

seem, a carpenter, has forfeited a
day’s wages to support students protesting
against a district administration notice.

The sit-in protest began on July 18 after the
Rampur Development Authority (RDA) issued an
order to demolish 38 of the 40 buildings on the
campus, alleging that they had been built without
approved construction plans.

‘The move marks a major escalation after years
of State scrutiny over alleged illegal land acquisi-
tion and lease violations.

Holding a placard that places “ilm” (learning)
above all else, the school dropout says he shares
an emotional connection with the institution be-
cause he contributed to its woodwork. “I am here
to appeal for the university to be saved. Other-
wise, I fear the youngsters of the region will have
to work as labourers like me.”

Braving the heat and humidity, around 100 un-
iversity students are huddled under a plastic tent
a few metres away, raising slogans against the dis-
trict administration, holding portraits of B.R. Am-
bedkar in their laps and copies of the Constitution
in their hands. “No one is leading this protest. Itis
a question of our career and safety. Our parents
believe in this university,” says Iqra, a law student
at the university, who rushed from her home in
Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand, when the news broke.
“It seems the administration has succumbed to
the interests of its political masters, but our prot-
est is anything but political,” she says.

While the university administration strongly
disputes the legality of the demolition order and
has approached the Moradabad Divisional Com-
missioner for redress, anxious students find
themselves caught in the crossfire between admi-
nistrative enforcement and what they describe as
“political targeting”. “It seems the government
wants to tell us that Azam Khan committed a
crime by building a temple of education for us
and that we have sinned by taking admission to
it,” says Saqib Sayeed, a postgraduate law student
and a practising lawyer whose voice has turned
hoarse from constant sloganeering.

utside the imposing gate of the spraw-
0 ling Mohammad Al Jauhar University

Set in stone
Es(ablished in 2006 lhmuﬂl an Act of the State
the N Ali Jauhar
Tms( under the Ieadershnp of Samajwadi Party
(SP) founding member Azam Khan, the univer-
sity’s 250-acre cam-
pus provides higher
education in diverse
disciplines, includ-
ing  engineering,
pharmacy, law and

sion (UGC) and
was granted mi-
nority status in
2014 after then Governor

Aziz Qureshi assented to

the Bill, seven years after
the State Assembly passed
it. At present, Khan and
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1am here to
appeal to
save the

of the region
will have to
work as
labourers
like me.
MOHD.
WASEEM
Carpenter.

Email Id

his son, Abdullah Azam Khan, are serving prison
sentences following multiple convictions, includ-
ing in a forgery case involving duplicate Perma-
nent Account Number (PAN) cards.

‘The Rampur district court also upheld an addi-
tional two-year prison sentence against Khan for
violating the Model Code of Conduct during the
2019 Lok Sabha election campaign. During the
campaign, he made derogatory “shoe-cleaning”
remarks about the then District Magistrate Aunja-

neya Kumar , who now serves as the Mora-
dzbad Divisional Commissioner. The ball is now
in his court.

In January, Khan resigned as the chairperson
of the trust, passing the baton to his sister, Nikhat
Aflag, and his eldest son, Adeeb Azam. He conti-
nues to serve as the university’s Chancellor. Peo-
ple in his inner circle say the move was intended
to safeguard the university’s interests from what
they describe as “political vendetta” against him.

Invoking Section 27(1) of the Uttar Pradesh Ur-
ban Planning and Development Act, 1973, in his
order, District Magistrate Ajay Kumar Dwivedi,
who is also the Vice-Chairman of the RDA, noted

says she has devoted five years to the university
because she has faith in its faculty and academic
environment. “We have empathy for the students
sitting at Jantar Mantar because their struggle is
also about education, but right now our focus is
on saving our campus.”

It was only after Vice-Chancellor Prof. Zahee-
ruddin sent a notice to the District Magistrate, in-
voking an Allahabad High Court order of 2019,
that the camp was removed two days later. I
can’t comment on the details because the matter
is sub judice, but we have a strong legal basis. An
appeal has been filed before the Commissioner’s
court. Further, we can invoke Article 226 before
the High Court and Article 32 before the Supreme
Court,” says Prof. Zaheeruddin, adding that the
law itself recognises that certain construction-re-
lated violations may be addressed through regu-
larisation, compounding or post facto approval.

“Why can't the powers that be respect a centre
of education that serves students from all com-
munities in Rampur?” the Vice-Chancellor says. A
senior professor of law at Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity (AMU) before joining the university after his

that only
and one academic blnck had valid consmkmn
approvals obtained from the district panchayat.

The administration maintained that because
the management had previously secured appro-
vals for those two buildings, |(was[ullyawmof
the legal it
38 structures.

Sources say the move stemmed from the 2023
Income Tax raid, which pointed to discrepancies
in valuation and alleged underreporting of the
cost of the structures, including two mosques.

The university's principal argument is that
most of the campus was constructed before 2016.
At that time, the area where the university is lo-
cated did not fall under the RDA watch. It con-
tends that the university came under the author-
ity's jurisdiction only in 2024. Therefore, it
argues, the RDA's regulations cannot be applied

retrospectively. Advocate Kashif Sarvat, a
member of the university’s legal team, says
they presented no-objection certificates is-
sued by the then Gram Panchayat for the
bulldhus Whld‘l like those of any education-

he claims: “Every year, the adminis-
tration tries to create the impression that the un-
iversity is on the verge of closure to drive students
away, perhaps creating a situation where it is re-
duced to a structure that can be bulldozed under
some regulation. If push comes to shove, we will
teach students on the road.”

A centre of education and Islamic learning,
Rampur is remembered as the birthplace of Mo-
hammed Ali Jauhar, the freedom fighter and jour-
nalist who co-founded the Khilafat Movement and
Jamia Millia Islamia in Delhi. He served as presi-
dent of the Indian National Congress in 1923. Jau-
har also held the rare distinction of serving as pre-
sident of the All-India Muslim League. After the
Non-Ce i and the

in front of of Ali
Jauhar University's gate in Rampur. ANU) KUMAR

Khan's detractors, however, point to the crimi-
nal investigation and court case involving the al-
leged theft of thousands of rare books, ancient
manuscripts and antique furniture from the 250-
year-old Madarsa Aliya, which investigators claim
were recovered from the university’s central
Mumtaz Library, modelled on the U.S. Capitol
Bulldlng The protest has ‘:1“;;] again brought into

y
amhnecmral landmarks from amund the world.

The ‘Tagore ium incorpo-
rates elements of classical Greek architecture,
while the administrative block is reminiscent of
Hyderabad’s Falaknuma Palace.

The seven-storey water tank has an elevator
leading to a serene artificial lake beside the Kosi ri-
verbed. A replica of the Ashoka Pillar stands in
the central munyard facing the mosque, creating

a striking visual axis. Positioned prominently be-
side this axis is a decommissioned Soviet-era T-55
battle tank.

From allegations of using enemy property to
charges of forcibly acquiring farmers’ land and
non-payment of labour cess, the university has
for years faced administrative and legal action
arising from multiple State government investiga-
tions. However, the latest demolition notice has
softened the stance of even some of Khan's fier-
cest critics. The common refrain is that even if go-
vernment funds were misused to build a private
university, the money was ultimately public. “De-
molition is no solution,” says Mohd. Danish, an
advocate, pointing out that even the administra-
tion converted the university's medical college in-
to a COVID-19 facility during the pandemic.

Fasahat Ali Khan Shanu, once a close associate
of Khan and now a Muslim face of the ruling Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP), says just as no one can
erase Madan Mohan Malaviya’s contribution to
Banaras Hindu University, no one can take away
Khan's role in establishing the university. Howev-
er, he adds, “It is time the government takes it ov-
er®

He has submitted a memorandum to the Com-
missioner to this effect.
lluwever. as it is a minority institution, stake-
Iders acknowledge that taking it over would re-
qulm a substantial legislative exercise.

Political fallout
As delegations from Opposition parties and social
organisations flock to the campus in support of
the students, the issue is increasingly taking on a
political colour a year ahead of the Assembly elec-
tion, generating sympathy for Khan. Asim Raja,
Khan's chief election agent and media in-charge,
who oversees organisational work in his absence,
sees the demolition notice as yet another attempt
by the State government to “divert attention”
from its failures and polarise the electorate.

He admits that the protest has helped paper ov-

er the cracks within SP. The party’s Rampur MP,
was

Mohibullah Nadvi, whose candidature
pushed through by party president Akhilesh Ya-
dav despite Khan’s reservations, has also come
out in support of the university.

Awdhesh Sharma, a grassroots BJP worker,
says the city stands with the students and their fu-
ture, but there is no love lost for Khan.

“We all know the kind of influence and pres-
sure he used to build his dream project and how it
has remained mired in controversies. The issue
might strengthen the SP's vote bank, but it is not
going to pay dividends beyond Rampur.”

Political observers and senior bureaucrats be-
lieve that the ruling party stands to gain more
from the developments. There is a perception
that even if Khan has lost some of his political
heft, a large section of Muslim youth, not just in
Rampur but across Uttar Pradesh, still sees him as
a defender of minority identity and a counter-
weight to the Hindutva onslaught.

“Azam Khan's name helps the BJP polarise
elections in at least 150 constituencies across Ut-
tar Pradesh. It appears that keeping his spectre
alive in a Muslim-majority constituency is not a
bad bargain. His resurgence in the run-up to State
polls is more of a headache for Akhilesh Yadav, as
the seasoned politician is known to bargain hard
with the party president for seats,” says a senior
bureaucrat, requesting anonymity.

whenhewasomonbml in 2025, a party insid-
er says, proximity to Azad Samaj Party leader

of the Nehru Report, he distanced himself from
the Congress. Though Jauhar died in 1931, long be-
fore the demand for a separate Muslim State crys-
tallised, his association with the League gives
right-wing elements fodder to question Khan's de-
cision to name the university after Rampur’s most
celebrated son.

G im:

‘were over time.
Huwever he says, the District Magistrate de-
cided to proceed with the demolition order.

False impression
‘The students allege that the district admi-
nistration is trying to hollow out the
university by creating panic
among them. “A day after the

.| notice, a camp was ol
~, just outside the gate where dis-
R trict officials, along with agents

, and faculty members from a
government college and an
upcoming private universi-

ty in Moradabad, tried to
terrorise students about
\ their future by creating a
~ false narrative that the un-
iversity was going to be de-

the UGC recognised the university’s
degrees. “Even if they are, a penalty
can be imposed.”

Azra Fatima, who enrolled in the
Bachelor of Education programme af-
ter completing a B.Sc. in Zoology,

Rampur, the Lok Sabha constituency once repre-
sented by India’s first Education Minister Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, was home to institutions such
as the Raza Library and Madarsa Aliya, which at-
tracted researchers from across the world. Over
the years, the city has lost much of its i

Azad Ravan created a major pol
lnulhlzz.sendmglhesﬂeadels!uplnma tizzy.
There are whispers at the protest site about
whether Akhilesh, who has largely maintained a
strategic distance from what are seen as “Muslim
issues”, will raise concerns over the proposed de-
molition of Khan’s pride and joy with the same vi-
gour that he displayed over the paper leak issue.
For now, to quell speculation, a high-level party
delegation led by Mata Prasad Pandey, Leader of
the Opposition in the State Assembly, has met the
District Magistrate.

Personal battle?
Those lmcklng Khan s leg;l trajectory under the
current will recognise that Com-

and cultural sheen due to a combination of geo-
political shifts, economic stagnation and political
polarisation. Today, the nearest government un-
iversity is in Bareilly, about 70 km away.

Khan’s supporters say he sought to restore the
city’s lost glory by building a university on the
lines of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan's vision for AMU, ca-
tering primarily to the underprivileged. Akseer
Ahmad, a student with a disability wh

missioner Singh has been the central administra-
tive figure behind the legal and regulatory action
agamsr Khan's political and institutional empire.
The Sikkim-cadre IAS officer joined the Uttar
Pradesh cadre on inter-cadre deputation in 2015,
when the SP government was in power in the
State. Owing to successive extensions granted by
U\emnalgwemmenlalﬂ\ereqmoﬂhelmu

from AMU, says he shifted to Jauhar University be-
cause it offers fee concessions to Persons
with Disabilities (PwD) than other institutions.
Usman Ali, an engineering student, says he
availed himself of the quota for wards of single
mothers. Female students speak of the safe and
affordable bus and rickshaw services provided by
the university. “In the city of knives, Azam Khan
has placed a pen in the hands of the poor, but it
seems the government wants to snatch it away,”
says Angel Bharti, a Class 12 student who hopes to
pursue studies at the universi
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ﬁmched intoan unp!vceden(ed 1y -year (enum in
his home State. With his current tenure officially
ending on August 14, a section of people in Ram-
pur links the recent developments to his future.
Singh rejects the suggestion, saying the demoli-
tion order reflected the District Magistrate’s as-
sessment. “He felt compounding was not possible
because the entire layout had not been approved.
1 know that health and education are of para-
mount importance. Within the framework of the
law, we need to find a way out,” says Singh.
anuj.kumar@thehindu.co.in
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27J7. Bulldozers versus books

FSIo T Rrare

Outside the imposing gate
farerTer srarer g@R & amex

e Outside the imposing gate of the sprawling Mohammad Ali Jauhar University in Rampur,
Uttar Pradesh, Mohd. Waseem, a carpenter, has forfeited a day’s wages to support
students protesting against a district administration notice.

I YA & AR T faemer Avgrare arelt sitex freafaezrera & s7eg gaer gar & aTex, A,
T, S UF 95§ &, F Tovel verae & Afed & vy UG Y Ig BT I AT el & folw

379 U feeT T AoIg oIS & 81

e The sit-in protest began on July 18 after the Rampur Development Authority (RDA) issued
an order to demolish 38 of the 40 buildings on the campus, alleging that they had been built
without approved construction plans.

18 FelT$ T THYR T FIf&rHTor (RDA) SaRT IRET 1 40 # ¥ 38 FARGN T Ig 3R A
BT TAITeT T 3G ST e & ST ERAT-TG LT Y §31T b Iofebt AT Feftepet fAATOT Arstearait
& forar forar arar am|

e The move marks a major escalation after years of State scrutiny over alleged illegal land
acquisition and lease violations.

Ig oA S Iy A rflrargor 3N geer Iearaal I R gt & el WET AT $T 91 & 916
Ueh 93 GeATehH &l Hohd T &

e Holding a placard that places “ilm” (learning) above all else, the school dropout says he
shares an emotional connection with the institution because he contributed to its woodwork.

“zoa (fram) ST FafaRk s arelr aed TS §U TR IS T 3 ST T el & foh 50
TEYTST § 3eThT TaeATcHe SJSTd & FlToh 3egiel SHeh oTehst oh o & TTeTeT fear |

e ‘I am here to appeal for the university to be saved. Otherwise, | fear the youngsters of the
region will have to work as labourers like me.”

“ﬁuﬁﬁaaﬁmmﬁaaﬁ@rmaﬂﬁmél 30T, 7 ST ¢ 7o 50 &1 & arsit
B TRE HIGY FeTehL hid hiell TSaTT|”

e Braving the heat and humidity, around 100 university students are huddled under a plastic
tent a few metres away, raising slogans against the district administration, holding portraits
of B.R. Ambedkar in their laps and copies of the Constitution in their hands.

$iroT 1T 3R 3T o Sy S9TeTeT 100 FarRafaearerd & o Hlex g Ueh cariees & dq & =
& 8, fForem gemaet & fa%ee AR o9 Ig &, 3eTeht 91iG H 31, .. HasH & 7 ¢ AR grai &
wfaremer &1 ufa=r g

o “No one is leading this protest. It is a question of our career and safety. Our parents believe in

this university,” says Iqra, a law student at the university, who rushed from her home in
Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand, when the news broke.

‘G TELT T AcJcd P 61 Y 6T ¢ T AN FRAT X FI&T H7 92T §| §AR ATl-9ar 39
freafaezmery oX favarea id &, [aeafdcarera & Fiefe S 11§90 gl &, oif Ig T Ao
& 3uEs & frukmre feud 39er e & Tg1 959 91|

e “It seems the administration has succumbed to the interests of its political masters, but our
protest is anything but political,” she says.

e FEcH &, “UHT 9T & o TR 39T Totetiforan T3t & ol & 31T o7 ara g, Aifehet
FART Faer geeler el oft R & Tor=hfas =t 817

o While the university administration strongly disputes the legality of the demolition order and
has approached the Moradabad Divisional Commissioner for redress, anxious students
find themselves caught in the crossfire between administrative enforcement and what they
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describe as “political targeting”.

STeT fereafearery Fermeer EaEcle{or JTeer i AT I gedl & Yol & @1 & IR Ted & faw
FIETaTE FSeTYF 3 T T S, T AT e Tl By et s 3 o A
“TSAATers AT TAAT” ST &, 38 S HH g M ¢ |

o ‘|t seems the government wants to tell us that Azam Khan committed a crime by building a
temple of education for us and that we have sinned by taking admission to it,” says Saqib
Sayeed, a postgraduate law student and a practising lawyer whose voice has turned
hoarse from constant sloganeering.

WITFE TEE, ST TAARIR FITA & S AR T NfFeH Tie drel dehlel 8, ToTetehl 3TaTst eI
AR RN § 93 TS §, hgd &, “VGT 97T § T TR g3 Ig a1 Tigaly & o 3merdd @t & gAR
Tore fR1ar o1 AT TR 3TRTET Toham 3R 3T U2 ofehX gHet ITg fohar g |”

Set in stone

TR 9T 3ifhd

e Established in 2006 through an Act of the State Legislature by the Maulana Mohammad Ali
Jauhar Trust under the leadership of Samajwadi Party (SP) founding member Azam Khan,
the university’s 250-acre campus provides higher education in diverse disciplines, including
engineering, pharmacy, law and agriculture, to over 2,400 students.

2006 H =Y faanedsd & s 3TAATA & Aregs T AT 9t (SP) & TTATIH T
TS W o sicjed H AT AlgFag el ST T IR T $H TaRaiaedrerar &l 250
TFHS FT IREAT ST eT, GEfH, Fe 3R FR afed fafde fawat 7 2,400 ¥ srforw ot wr
3o 28T 9T T8 |

e |tis recognised by the University Grants Commission (UGC) and was granted minority
status in 2014 after then Governor Aziz Qureshi assented to the Bill, seven years after the
State Assembly passed it.

5 RreafieaTery 3rgeret MNT (UGC) SaRT Al dT ured § 3R Usa fremeraem o fadae
AR fohT STTet & AT I dTe;, deehlelled AsFTer Isfier FIeft S Tl e 9X 2014 7 34

HCTHETF HELTA T T YT [T 17|

e At present, Khan and

e At present, Khan and his son, Abdullah Azam Khan, are serving prison sentences following
multiple convictions, including in a forgery case involving duplicate Permanent Account
Number (PAN) cards.

FAATT H, W 3R 3eTeh U7 Heqedll IATSAH Wl S GIVTHG ST & &6 HRIA I Tl H1e 1§
g, ToreTeT gelishe FUTt WTT W&AT (PAN) FTE & 3 STerTSi & ATHer 3 grafaefer sff enfdrer 1

e The Rampur district court also upheld an additional two-year prison sentence against Khan
for violating the Model Code of Conduct during the 2019 Lok Sabha election campaign.

A T warrerd o 8 2019 AFHeT Faara HRATT & SR et IR wear & 3ociae &
o @ & favey 3ifafked ar av T FRIEM I Tl T TR @]

e During the campaign, he made derogatory “shoe-cleaning” remarks about the then District
Magistrate Aunjaneya Kumar Singh, who now serves as the Moradabad Divisional
Commissioner.

AT AT & BRI Segiet cTeehioliel frenfawRY eraa FAR AT & TR & IAETTTS “S[aT
WG FIA” Geelh feoqolt Sy oY, St 379 FNGTETE ASARIFA & T H HRRA £

e The ball is now in his court.
319 T 31k grT A B

e In January, Khan resigned as the chairperson of the trust, passing the baton to his sister,
Nikhat Afaq, and his eldest son, Adeeb Azam.
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AT F WIeT o TEC o HEFAT UG A SEATHI & [T 3R THFAGRY 319+ dg« fa@e 31w aur
3791 93 G 3N ATSTH T FHT & |

e He continues to serve as the university’s Chancellor.
ag 319 ¢ farafaererd & Fenfarafer (Fwer) & &7 # HE &

e People in his inner circle say the move was intended to safeguard the university’s interests
from what they describe as “political vendetta” against him.

3oTeh AT SN T ShgelT ¢ [ Tg HeH faeafacTrerd & gl Y 3 faeey wiAd “Uareifa®
gfareier” & 991 & 3682 & 33T a7 4T

¢ Invoking Section 27(1) of the Uttar Pradesh Urban Planning and Development Act, 1973,
in his order, District Magistrate Ajay Kumar Dwivedi, who is also the Vice-Chairman of
the RDA, noted that only the university’'s medical college building and one academic block
had valid construction approvals obtained from the district panchayat.

39T 3eRT 7 IR woer IR foravstar ve R arfrfaras, 1973 &7 4w 27(1) &7 garerm 23 gC
forenfrrdY 3o FAR gfaad), Sit RDA & 3urexet ot 8, 71 et o faeafdearory & shae Afwa
Fierr #7aet 3R veh AeITOrF selter & are & Forem Tamrara & e der fsTor Flieptaar o

e The administration maintained that because the management had previously secured
approvals for those two buildings, it was fully aware of the legal requirements governing the
remaining 38 structures.

SIRITHT ST She=TT AT foh TUfeh TetreT Tgel &1 3oT &1 1dail & foIT Teliepicral UTeel &Y FehT AT, SHTT
39 AV 38 FIEATIHT T oA FHlofell ITALTRATIHT Y G ST AT
e Sources say the move stemmed from the 2023 Income Tax raid, which pointed to

discrepancies in valuation and alleged underreporting of the cost of the structures, including
two mosques.

AT T gl & o T PIATS 2023 I IS BAR & JTC g5, oA Aot 7 fawarforar
3R Y ARSI Afed s1aalt I AT A fG@ie & 3RIT F1AA 37T |

e The university's principal argument is that most of the campus was constructed before 2016.
Taeafaerera #1 H&g o ¢ o TRER T TEIhILT 89T 2016 § Tgel TATH T arar |

e At that time, the area where the university is located did not fall under the RDA watch.
38 gay o 817 A Reafderea ud &, a8 RDA & 31fUeR &1 7 781 31mar a7

e |t contends that the university came under the authority’s jurisdiction only in 2024.
fareafaeaTera & gl § Toh a8 TSTad IITEI0T & TSR &1F # shael 2024 F 31|

e Therefore, it argues, the RDA’s regulations cannot be applied retrospectively.
3afeIT 38T a% ¢ 7 RDA & fa#l & d TH1T (Retrospective) & #1R] 8T faar ST e |

¢ Advocate Kashif Sarvat, a member of the university’s legal team, says they presented no-
objection certificates issued by the then Gram Panchayat for the buildings, which, like
those of any educational institution, were constructed over time.

TaeataeTera T FeTat €T & Aoy Irftrasrar FIfAG TG H1 el ¢ fob Segie cTeehlellel ATH
YT SaRT STRY AT e $ATOT 95 (NOC) TEI T TR, F3iifeh I o7t off 3= Aativreh Tyt &h
TRE GHAY-FHI I §ATC 91T |

e However, he says, the District Magistrate decided to proceed with the demolition order.

gTcilToh 3eTehT Shgoll ¢ foh TTATTAHRT o ETEATRTOT AT TR 33T gt T froier foram|

False impression
SIS 4RO

e The students allege that the district administration is trying to hollow out the university by
creating panic among them.

BTl &1 3R ¢ 6 v gemaer 3a7as drar 9137 YeT e faRafaearery sl AR el &l 931
A TET &
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“A day after the notice, a camp was organised just outside the gate where district officials,
along with agents and faculty members from a government college and an upcoming private
university in Moradabad, tried to terrorise students about their future by creating a false
narrative that the university was going to be demolished soon,” says Sayeed, wondering how
the buildings could be illegal if the UGC recognised the university’s degrees.

HEE Fgd £, ‘AlfeH F U feaT 915 31 & a8 U FATAR 1912 312, gt fover 3ifieRat & ary
Teh TR FielsT 3R FETETE & Teh AT 360 favafaearers & vole g Riets ot &
HIAST Y AP 3¢ ST T TATH X 7§ A| 3ogiel Tg SIS Fglel! JoA1$ Toh [aeaiaerer siea g
R fem Srwem|” ag I 9 warer 351 § & afe UGC o farafagzre $r i Aegardrg
T deT 319Y HA & Tohd ¢

“Even if they are, a penalty can be imposed.”

“gie; 3 31ae o €, A 3eT IR SFATAT STTTT ST HehelT 17

Azra Fatima, who enrolled in the Bachelor of Education programme after completing a
B.Sc. in Zoology,

ISRT BIfeAT, Siwgiat wroft e (srerten) F . vwel. 0 atal & are FTa) JHih e
(B.Ed.) Frsher 7 gaer forr,

Azra Fatima, who enrolled in the Bachelor of Education programme after completing a
B.Sc. in Zoology, says she has devoted five years to the university because she has faith in
its faculty and academic environment.

3SR BT, Siegiat S[atett 7 . vwdl. T et & die FaeR A% T (B.Ed.) HRisha &
gaer forT, FgdT & foh 3egiel 9ra a¥ 39 faeafdearea 1 feu § F3iTe 3¢ T8l & et 3R
e1fore arareror X faara gl

“We have empathy for the students sitting at Jantar Mantar because their struggle is also
about education, but right now our focus is on saving our campus.”

G FAT-HAT R4S BT & 9t HeTegeifel § Fifen 3ovehr woy off et & 537 8, ket 58 &7
FART €T 3791 TRAT Y 91 W E|”

It was only after Vice-Chancellor Prof. Zaheeruddin sent a notice to the District
Magistrate, invoking an Allahabad High Court order of 2019, that the camp was removed
two days later.

Ferdfa 9. aﬁw@amzom?mmm%aﬁarwmaﬁgﬁm
I ATCH A SATed & 916 & &l [eeT IATd ag AT geram 713m|

“I can’t comment on the details because the matter is sub judice, but we have a strong legal
basis.

‘3 gvor W Reoqolt & T GehdT i AHT FaraTer 3 faRre (Sub Judice) ¥, aifde
FHAR UTH HSTGd HIeaAT MR T

An appeal has been filed before the Commissioner’s court.

T Y HTeI H Teh 3T ST Y ST T &

Further, we can invoke Article 226 before the High Court and Article 32 before the
Supreme Court,” says Prof. Zaheeruddin, adding that the law itself recognises that certain
construction-related violations may be addressed through regularisation, compounding
or post facto approval.

$8h HTARF, §H 3o ~AATT & THET ITTBE 226 TUT ITIAHA +AATT & THET IHoJooe
32 T WERT o Wehcl 6, WY, TERGGEIT Fgcl & 3R SIS ¢ [ T Flofet Tg AT ST § ToF FO
fasor weelt secrast s gaTee Aaffdisor, gastar (Compounding) I geata F&igfa

(Post Facto Approval) & #TEIH & T ST FehdT ¢

“Why can’t the powers that be respect a centre of education that serves students from all
communities in Rampur?” the Vice-Chancellor says.

Foafar Fgd 8, T 7 5 T TAYR & T FHert & STt Y FAT I aTer 36 et Feg
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e A senior professor of law at Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) before joining the university
after his retirement, he claims: “Every year, the administration tries to create the impression
that the university is on the verge of closure to drive students away, perhaps creating a
situation where it is reduced to a structure that can be bulldozed under some regulation.

JaTfAgRT o ae 3H favafaedrers @ s & ugel I Jeliere FRee# feafagamea (AMU) &
FTeTeT & ARG WA A| 37T G1aT &, “5X T T2 TG UROT Telled eh A AT § [
Taeaiaererd 5¢ gl &l TR WX & clifeh ST Fg1 ¥ gy del STV 3R A ey a7 S o ol
TR & dgd 50 JersioR & R ST &

e If push comes to shove, we will teach students on the road.”

Ife; IRTEATIAT 37T HidaT &Y 15, Y &7 ol F s I TeTdar|”

A centre of education and Islamic learning

fRrat 31X ST reaTT w1 Fog

e Rampur is remembered as the birthplace of Mohammed Ali Jauhar, the freedom fighter
and journalist who co-founded the Khilafat Movement and Jamia Millia Islamia in Delhi.

TAYR T AIgFae et et T STeas]{& 3§ 7 Ire; a1 71 &, S veh Faeraar Jart i
T9FR & 2T Sl f@emed e 3R e FRua sfaar Afeear seeanfaar i gg-camgsr
hr 2|

e He served as president of the Indian National Congress in 1923.
3 1923 H HRAT TSET HEF & HET4T |

e Jauhar also held the rare distinction of serving as president of the All-India Muslim League.
Siex s 3iter $FAT HRTEH ofer & 3rewreT Tg=T o 8t goler IR Frea 2|

e After the Non-Cooperation Movement and the publication of the Nehru Report, he
distanced himself from the Congress.

FEANT HEreT HR Agw RUIE o Th1IeT & 916 3ogied FIA 4 g F=1 ol |

e Though Jauhar died in 1931, long before the demand for a separate Muslim State
crystallised, his association with the League gives right-wing elements fodder to question
Khan’s decision to name the university after Rampur’'s most celebrated son.

Te A SeT T LT 1931 F &Y 1T 2T, 37T 37efaT AREeH JSE BT AT TITC T of F 5§
agel, T ol FiEe a1 & 3ofeht Harty SfETOTGeft el 1 Tg T oTe T TR T ¢ o Tiet o
faeatdedrer 1 A1 THAYR & 36 Helel I & A1 I F4T 1|

Contrasting image

RAymm aER

e Rampur, the Lok Sabha constituency once represented by India’s first Education Minister
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, was home to institutions such as the Raza Library and
Madarsa Aliya, which attracted researchers from across the world.

AT, it ol TR o 20 Ryt =t AT et FHomT TaTe 7 SAFHHAT & 2T, TS AFAy
3R AETHT AT S FEUTAT T herg; TET &, ST61 (ARG F QMErhedT T |

e Over the years, the city has lost much of its educational and cultural sheen due to a
combination of geopolitical shifts, economic stagnation and political polarisation.

THY & ATY FE AT et e TR, 3TAF Sgra 3R Tetahifores geafishor & HRoT 3=t
derfore 3R wiegfas oo &1 31 Rwar @ g

e Today, the nearest government university is in Bareilly, about 70 km away.
317ot e s TRt freafagarer a¥elt 7 §, S wrersrer 70 freneiiey o ua @

o Khan'’s supporters say he sought to restore the city’s lost glory by building a university on the
lines of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan'’s vision for AMU, catering primarily to the underprivileged.
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Gl & FHART T Fgell ¢ o Segiel AT AAG IHEHS @I hT AMU Hth TR o 376 Teh
faafaemera SoTeht 2R i TS g% TfassT wller @1 2re foha, ST e Seged afae auif
! fRY8TT &= T 2|

Akseer Ahmad, a student with a disability who graduated from AMU, says he shifted to
Jauhar University because it offers greater fee concessions to Persons with Disabilities
(PwD) than other institutions.

FFAR 3§AT, ST AMU ¥ F=1dh 3R Ueh feamer e §, Fad § 6 3gia sitex faeafagaras
SATAT ol F i el feaier safFadt (Pw D) &1 370 HEATAT hT Joier & 37fereh oeh Rarard
Ao 81

Usman Ali, an engineering student, says he availed himself of the quota for wards of single
mothers.

SEATS 37, St SN & S &, 910 & 6 3ogial Tl AT F Feal & fov vy
3TRETOT T &re foram|

Female students speak of the safe and affordable bus and rickshaw services provided by
the university.

AfgeT BETC favafaedTery SaRT STt TS IS FITaT R Fhtrac & crar Rerem Jamait
TGAT AT B
“In the city of knives, Azam Khan has placed a pen in the hands of the poor, but it seems the

government wants to snatch it away,” says Angel Bharti, a Class 12 student who hopes to
pursue undergraduate studies at the university.

HETT 12 T BT Tt AR, St faeafaezrer & TATae e ured 3= argd §, Fadt &,
“ATFHHT F AT H HISTH I 1 I & GTU H FAH &1 ¢, eAfehed CHT o1l & o TAR 38 318
BT ol AT 617

However, Khan’s detractors point to the criminal investigation and court case involving
the alleged theft of thousands of rare books, ancient manuscripts and antique furniture
from the 250-year-old Madarsa Aliya, which investigators claim were recovered from the
university’s central Mumtaz Library, modelled on the U.S. Capitol Building.

gTcllfeh, WTeT & 3Telrere JTITAH SATar 3R reTerclt AT T 3R Hevel Al 8, ST 250 T G
HETHT HTTOrT & §TRT Gorst T, Sreier aisfafit 3 wreier weffer 7 R i & weafta
e | St T arar § foh 3 aeqy favafdearerd & S FAarT amad & sHe 6 a1, 5
IANFT FRee s 7 To7 W AT =T &

The protest has once again brought into focus the university’s grand buildings, inspired by
architectural landmarks from around the world.

58 fai yeeie o Ueh AR R Fareafdearera & srear gamal &1 = & o o o fean g, sirgfaan
N % TFqY TIIT TARS & URA ¢
The Rabindranath Tagore Auditorium incorporates elements of classical Greek

architecture, while the administrative block is reminiscent of Hyderabad’s Falaknuma
Palace.

iegary SR TR 7 wreher FaArh areqen & dod A &, STafe gemafas saer
TG & GerdhalAT doq T A1 el B

The seven-storey water tank has an elevator leading to a serene artificial lake beside the
Kosi riverbed.

|1 AT Srer S 7 e favre &, S A1 A4) & Tt (8 v o F13# fier oo S g

A replica of the Ashoka Pillar stands in the central courtyard facing the mosque, creating a
striking visual axis.

3ANF T T Toh Tidepial AfESTE & FrHe [EUT AT Ti9701 7 TS &, ST Ueh 3T
geTcH T o THToT Yl &1
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Positioned prominently beside this axis is a decommissioned Soviet-era T-55 battle tank.

58 YU & U YT &9 A T arFd NfIId FTel FT T-55 JeF e T &1
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Govt. warns seafarers about jobs in ‘volatile’ Black Sea

WER 7 AU FTeT FRR AT # AR 1 d&HT ATIA! H1 Adrae) &
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A gamble on the Cauvery issue

FA8 Aed W v ANf@aqet g
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TYFA TSE A A3 3ead 3R 313 ek F e e vyl 7 anfde frar

Govt. warns seafarers about
jobs in ‘volatile’ Black Sea

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The External Affairs Minis-
try on Sunday issued an ad-
visory urging Indian sea-
farers to “carefully assess
security risks” before ac-
cepting jobs on commer-
cial ships that operate “in
and around the Black Sea
and adjoining maritime
areas”, citing increasing
drone and missile attacks
on ships in the region that
remains highly volatile due
to the ongoing conflict bet-
ween Russia and Ukraine.

Earlier, the Indian Em-
bassy in Ukraine said that it
was “closely monitoring”
the situation after a projec-
tile hit the MV AGN Ragnar
in Ukraine’s Black Sea port
of Odesa on Saturday. The
ship employed four Indian
seafarers, of whom two
have been found to be safe
while information about
the other two is still await-
ed. There has been an in-
crease in the number of
such incidents since April,
resulting in the deaths of
five Indian seafarers, the
Ministry said.

“Indian nationals in-
tending to undertake em-
ployment on commercial
vessels operating in or
transiting the conflict-af-
fected region are advised
to carefully assess the pre-
vailing security risks be-
fore accepting such assign-
ments,” the Ministry said
in its advisory, noting the
security situation in the re-
gion and around the Black
Sea and adjoining mari-
time areas.

“Commercial  vessels
operating in or transiting
these waters are facing sig-
nificant security risks, in-
cluding missile and drone
attacks,” it said.

The Ministry urged In-
dians to follow a set of pre-
cautions, such as obtaining

in the region. FILE PHOTO/REUTERS

“comprehensive informa-
tion from employers/re-
cruitment agencies and
ship operators regarding
the vessel'sintended route,
ports of call, security ar-
rangements, and emergen-
cy response procedures”.

The “terms of employ-
ment” should “comply
with applicable maritime
standards and provide
adequate provisions for
medical care, evacuation,
repatriation, and compen-
sation in the event of an
emergency,” it said.

Indian seafarers were
urged to follow all the advi-
sories issued by the Direc-
torate General of Maritime
Administration, including
one issued on July 23.

Rescue ops under way
The latest advisory came a
day after the MV AGN Rag-
nar was struck at the port
of Odesa. “Four Indian na-
tionals were on board the
vessel. As per the latest in-
formation, two have been
confirmed safe, and infor-
mation is awaited regard-
ing the other two nation-
als. Search and rescue
operations are under way.
The Embassy is in constant
touch with the concerned
authorities,” the Indian
Embassy in Kyiv said, with-
out specifying who had
fired the projectile.

Earlier on July 19, the
MV Golden Leo, a Guinea

The Ministry of External Affairs has cited increasing attacks on ships

Bissau-flagged ship was al-
so hit by projectiles that
led to the deaths of ten sea-
farers, of whom four were
Indian citizens. This inci-
dent had prompted the
MEA to summon the char-
gé d’affaires of the Russian
Embassy in India.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar met his Rus-
sian counterpart Sergey
Lavrov on the sidelines of
the East Asia summit in
Manila on July 22, where
he expressed “strong con-
cern regarding the safety
of Indian seafarers in the
region”.

Subsequently, Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry Pes-
kov said that Russia was in
touch with India over the
matter. However, he said,
“Our armed forces are
striking and will continue
to strike those vessels that
are involved in transport-
ing ammunition, weapons
and so on, for the purposes
of the Kiev regime.”

Responding to this,
MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said, “As per the
information that was made
available to us by the Direc-
torate General of Maritime
Administration,  Golden
Leo, was Guinea-Bissau-
flagged on which we lost
four of our nationals... We
reiterate that commercial
shipping and seafarers
should not be attacked un-
der any circumstances.”

27J. Govt. warns seafarers about jobs in
‘volatile’ Black Sea

WFR TR’ FHTeT PR a7 # A6 #
AR ATFAHT T AT &

e The Ministry of External Affairs on Sunday
issued an advisory urging Indian seafarers to carefully
assess security risks before accepting jobs on
commercial ships that operate in and around the Black
Sea and adjoining maritime areas, citing increasing
drone and missile attacks on ships in the region that
remains highly volatile due to the ongoing conflict between
Russia and Ukraine.

fa&er #ITET (Ministry of External Affairs) & IfaaR st
Teh ALY (Advisory) SR X IR sATfaei (Seafarers) &
37191g TR 1o & HTell WRR (Black Sea) T 3HA ofel THAY
&3 & arferd arofedes STerell IR ale) TR Hlet &
TEo GRATT SRR HT AaUTAGdSF HTheolel HY | HATeT
T 3R et & oI STRY FEY & HROT 38 & & STgToil
m@ammmwmmgs@m
HTEUR T

e Earlier, the Indian Embassy in Ukraine said that
it was “closely monitoring” the situation after a projectile
hit the MV AGN Ragnar in Ukraine’s Black Sea port of
Odesa on Saturday.

SHY gl Pahet AT HRART AT o e o a5 AfAar
T FaheT & FHTell AR FRUT HISAT (Odesa) FEME WMV
AGN Ragnar STgisl WX Teh 98T (Projectile) et & a1
Reurfar o a8 Forarelr” T g

e The ship employed four Indian seafarers, of

whom two have been found to be safe while information
about the other two is still awaited.

S STgTSl WY IR ARAT ATfae hriRd &, forarat & a grfgra

qIT 3T §, STdfeh 31 &1 o TG H SATABRY T It gl
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e There has been an increase in the number of such incidents since April, resulting in the
deaths of five Indian seafarers, the Ministry said.

FATCHT & HTHR IS & $H Yo T TeaA13 7 Jafer g5 &, e TRumATasy gie siket
MfaT T 7 &1 ThT &1

¢ “Indian nationals intending to undertake employment on commercial vessels operating in or
transiting the conflict-affected region are advised to carefully assess the prevailing security

risks before accepting such assignments,” the Ministry said in its advisory, noting the security
situation in the region and around the Black Sea and adjoining maritime areas.

FATS &7 3791 I H gl foh “Ta¥-gsfaa &fax (Conflict-Affected Region) # Hafeld aT
el U gl Il aTel ATOITe s STETall IR USTATR IEVT el o Seoeh HRANT ARTRET 1 0
T TRR e § Tgel AciHTeT FO&TT SRAT T HAUTAISH 3HTehell el AT |” HATerT o
TN AR TUT ST o737 FaeT &Y=t ohy et ety o faely egret feerma|

o “Commercial vessels operating in or transiting these waters are facing significant security
risks, including missile and drone attacks,” it said.

HATCIT = g foh “FaT et 8131 F Fenfor a1 981 § IoRa aTe Ao Sterer fAase 3 g
gl A aTsi et SHTRHAT &1 aer o @ 1

e The Ministry urged Indians to follow a set of precautions, such as obtaining comprehensive
information from employers, recruitment agencies, and ship operators regarding the

vessel’s intended route, ports of call, security arrangements, and emergency response
procedures.

HATSTT o HRATAT & 3138 fomam fop 3 foraYeransit (Employers), stelf weif@at (Recruitment
Agencies) JUT STt HATe! (Ship Operators) ¥ STgleT & YEdTad ART, TR seamg,
GRET AAEAT3 3R JHTATcTehTelleT TTafohar Fishamait & eer 7 FFqor STeThrY e |

o The terms of employment should comply with applicable maritime standards and provide

adequate provisions for medical care, evacuation, repatriation, and compensation in the
event of an emergency, it said.

HATCIT &1 g foh AT F &t (Terms of Employment) S19] WG ATTHI (Maritime
Standards) & 3eT& gleil MG TUT JTdTcAehrel T FEufa 7 Rrfehear glawr, s
(Evacuation), ¥eer aTq#Y (Repatriation) 3R #3maat (Com pensation) T qATed sgaer
FhATRTd %= anfge|

¢ Indian seafarers were urged to follow all the advisories issued by the Directorate General of
Maritime Administration, including the one issued on July 23.

am—chzrmﬁaﬁﬁaga’rwam #AgifergamerT (Directorate General of Maritime
Administration) ZaRT ST it GR1#Rif T ATelel e T 3TarE fora aram, fwa 23 e
ST GRS o enfAeT B

Rescue operations under way

TU9 FTRATT S

e The latest advisory came a day after the MV AGN Ragnar was struck at the port of Odesa.
AT WAL (advisory) HEHT 96398 T MV AGN Ragnar & gHel I a1 & T T a1
ST foRaT ar=m|

o “Four Indian nationals were on board the vessel.

“STETST T AR HRATT AR TaR & |

e As per the latest information, two have been confirmed safe, and information is awaited
regarding the other two nationals.

ANATH STTARRT & 3THR, ¥ SR ATITRET & FIAIT et T YTS &Y T &, STffeh Avar
AT & T F SATARNT HT T |
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e Search and rescue operations are under way.
@ vd T919 FfRIT IR §

e The Embassy is in constant touch with the concerned authorities,” the Indian Embassy in
Kyiv said, without specifying who had fired the projectile.

HRCART GATaTH, T & gl “GATar He e ATURTRET & AL TINAR T A §,” glefi{eh Tg 6T
ST 3T foh garey fohaet g 2|

e Earlier on July 19, the MV Golden Leo, a Guinea-Bissau-flagged ship, was also hit by
projectiles that led to the deaths of ten seafarers, of whom four were Indian citizens.

S Ul 19 Jelrs I fAI=-fAars easr arel Sigrst MV Golden Leo Waﬁsraﬁrcm——:ﬁﬁmgm

o1, TSt @ arfast 1 7oy 81 71$ oY, [Sierel IR sRefir AT enfdver 3

e This incident had prompted the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) to summon the chargé
d’affaires of the Russian Embassy in India.

$H T & d1G, fager AT (MEA) o R FEud Tt garard & Frares Tsigd (chargé
d’affaires) &I dold fohar T|

o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met his Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov on the
sidelines of the East Asia Summit in Manila on July 22, where he expressed “strong
concern regarding the safety of Indian seafarers in the region”.

feer 73l v, SRR o 22 TS 1 Felter 7 AT gat v s e & sae W
379 FHY FeHheT WIS AN & Fellohlcl 3, STET Sogiat &1 3 HRANT ATTAPT hT FI&T T olehy
“Ig fRIar ST &)

e Subsequently, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said that Russia was in touch with
India over the matter.

g% §1C hATAT & T fefas IFhIa o el [ T 5T ATHS H R & Tus J g1

e However, he said, “Our armed forces are striking and will continue to strike those vessels
that are involved in transporting ammunition, weapons and so on, for the purposes of the
Kyiv regime.”
gTcllToh, 3ogiet hel, “THAR WAFT T8 31 STEToll UX T T g & 3R 33T &7 Xt IgaT, ST IMver-
g, AR 371fE 1 AT A & 3¢t & fov o ST 7 Hereet 817

e Responding to this, MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, “As per the information that
was made available to us by the Directorate General of Maritime Administration, Golden
Leo was a Guinea-Bissau-flagged vessel on which we lost four of our nationals...”

sﬂwmaﬁguﬁa?rﬁmaw*qawwtﬁtmﬁw, “THEY TAHA
Agifagened (Directorate General of Maritime Administration) GaRT g&H 3TceY s TS
ST & 3TAR, Golden Leo Teh fAI=-RA@T taet arelr STgTet 2T, f5r8 9X g1 379+ IR
AR Fr @ e,

o “We reiterate that commercial shipping and seafarers should not be attacked under any
circumstances.”

“GH ToT: QIGNIt & o6 afors e srgtatt 31N annfarent oX fanel oft aRferfey 3 govem o1t fomar e
T’
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A gamble on the Cauvery issue

CM Vijay aims to hold direct talks with Karnataka for water-sharing

‘ STATE OF PLAY |

T. l!!! !ns !!!!

amil Nadu Chief Minis-
T ter and Tamilaga Vet-

tri Kazhagam (TVK)
president C. Joseph Vijay’s de-
cision to initiate talks with his
Karnataka counterpart D. K.
Shivakumar on the Cauvery is-
sue marks a departure from
the State’s traditional policy
over the Cauvery dispute.

The purpose of Mr. Vijay’s
visit to Bengaluru is to impress
on the upper riparian State
the imperative for it to release
the share of water due to Ta-
mil Nadu, as stipulated in the
final award of the Cauvery Wa-
ter Disputes Tribunal (CWDT)
in 2007 which was amended
by the Supreme Court 11 years
later. Between June 1 and July
23, the State should have real-
ised around 32 thousand mil-
lion cubic feet (tmc ft) of water
but what it got was about 3.5
tmc ft. Keeping in mind the
deficient rainfall from the
southwest monsoon over the
river’s catchment and its own
formula of proportionate re-
duction, Tamil Nadu feels that
it should have received at least
three tmc ft more.

A new strategy

Mr. Vijay’'s outreach has
evoked disapproval from ma-
ny political parties, farmers’
leaders, and experts alike, as
direct negotiations, in their as-
sessment, would amount to
bypassing the established im-
plementation mechanism -
the Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA) and
the Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee — as per the final
award and the Court’s judg-
ment. Besides, Tamil Nadu
has been, since the CWDT’s
establishment in June 1990, a
strong votary of adjudication
to resolve the vexatious pro-

TR am|

Tamil Nadu

blem of sharing river water in
contrast to its neighbour’s pre-
ference for talks. On several
occasions, it had outrightly
spurned offers for talks made
by various leaders of Karnata-
ka. In the last 35-odd years,
there were occasions when
the State took part in bilateral
and multilateral discussions
but this was part of the Su-
preme Court’s intervention.

Even though the CWDT’s
formation itself was an out-
come of the failure of 26
rounds of negotiations held
over 22 years, Mr. Vijay seems
to be receptive to the idea of
chalking out a path that his
predecessors did not favour.
What should be helpful to him
is that in Karnataka, the ruling
party is the Congress, a junior
partner in his coalition go-
vernment. The Congress’
former president, Rahul
Gandhi, was a prominent at-
tendee at Mr. Vijay’s swearing-
in event in May. Further, Mr.
Shivakumar himself was
among the early leaders from
other States to greet Mr. Vijay
on becoming the Chief Minis-
ter. It is possible that the TVK
chief has thought of capitalis-
ing on his equations with Mr.
Shivakumar and the Congress
party to break new ground in
the Cauvery problem.

At the same time, Mr. Vijay
should know, by now, that
personal relationships and
striking a deal on contentious
and long-standing disputes
are two distinct matters. After
all, many of his predecessors,

especially M. Karunanidhi and
M.G. Ramachandran (MGR),
had equally good, if not better,
ties with their Karnataka peers
such as Veerendra Patil, D.
Devaraj Urs, R. Gundu Rao,
Ramakrishna Hegde, and J.H.
Patel. Rao had even invited
MGR, according to diplomat-
political writer R. Kannan’s
biography on the latter, to join
the Congress after his exit
from the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam in 1972.

Nine years later, MGR, as
Chief Minister, visited Benga-
luru in October 1981 originally
for a day’s talks with Rao but
had to extend his stay by one
more day. Even then, no
breakthrough was achieved.

It is well known that when
it came to the Cauvery, the up-
per riparian State’s Chief Mi-
nisters would give substantive-
ly nothing to the other side.

Clubbing of issues

What is also troubling several
parties and groups in Tamil
Nadu over the proposed talks
is the possibility of the Karna-
taka government using this oc-
casion to raise the Mekedatu
dam project, which the lower
riparian State has been oppos-
ing on the ground that it will
jeopardise its irrigation re-
quirements. There is sub-
stance in their apprehension
but Tamil Nadu has to convey
to Karnataka that it can have
talks separately, as and when
necessary, as it has sought the
formation of an exclusive tri-
bunal to handle the subject.
For the time being, its focus is
on obtaining immediate relief
from Karnataka in terms of
water release.

If the two States go beyond
and agree on a distress water-
sharing formula which can be
presented to the CWMA for
ratification, it will be a real
feather in Mr. Vijay’s cap.

ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in

27J. A gamble on the
Cauvery issue

FTAYN AL W UH
Sf@#qet gger

e C. Joseph Vijay’s
decision to initiate talks with his
Karnataka counterpart D. K.
Shivakumar on the Cauvery
issue marks a departure from
the State’s traditional policy over
the Cauvery dispute.

. SR farsra T FRd 7o
X 3 FheAlesh THBET 3. &,
RIaFAR & Ty arclT IReT et
&1 ot Fradt Rae & dea 7
T T IRUN A & Teh

FEcaquT fareret &l geffar g

e The purpose of Mr.
Vijay’s visit to Bengaluru is to
impress on the upper riparian
State the imperative for it to
release the share of water due to
Tamil Nadu, as stipulated in the
final award of the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal
(CWDT) in 2007 which was
amended by the Supreme Court
11 years later.

A TSI T AT AT T 36T
F98 JET TS (Upper Riparian
State) T Ig THSTAT ¢ [oh I8
afaaTg 1 38 T i STl
3T U, o1 foh 1At ster
farg =arnfsIoT (Cauvery

Water Disputes Tribunal -

CWDT) & 2007 & 3ifaw favig &
TR fomar aram o, 59 3=ea#w
T & 11 9¥ 91 gnfaa

e Between June 1 and July 23, the State should have realised around 32 thousand million
cubic feet (tmc ft) of water but what it got was about 3.5 tmc ft.

1 5[ § 23 Fel1$ o sl T Y 978797 32 IR FATATT &1 B (tmc ft) STer et gletm =ifgw

T, fohe 3 el oaTstaT 3.5 tmcfta?»r#rcnvcrgml

e Keeping in mind the deficient rainfall from the southwest monsoon over the river’s
catchment and its own formula of proportionate reduction, Tamil Nadu feels that it should
have received at least three tmc ft more.

€Y & STeagor & (Catchment) # EAOT-afREH ATH & §5 A U AT 3= HTefuTfah
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Feledt (Proportionate Reduction) & fRGHTA @ €a1el # Y@ §U AR 1 Al g3
FHHA-Y-HA e tme ft TARFT STt 9T g =i 2|

A new strategy

T oI5 [T

e Mr. Vijay's outreach has evoked disapproval from many political parties, farmers’ leaders,
and experts alike, as direct negotiations, in their assessment, would amount to bypassing the
established implementation mechanism — the Cauvery Water Management Authority
(CWMA) and the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee — as per the final award and the
Court’s judgment.

Y {3 T 98 (Outreach) Tl 3T Tt gal, fRATeT Aqi3it aur FAvaAT A 3deR
foharr &, oriifeh 3eTeh 3TTER YceT ATl T FRead« aF (Implementation Mechanism)—
37T FTA ST Jr=T TIfAHIOT (Cauvery Water Management Authority - CWMA) 31X
Fad oer AfeaaaT IR (Cauvery Water Regulation Committee)—at eXfHaR et &
AT gref, Srar i 3ifaer Aol 3iv s & ot i iR €

e Besides, Tamil Nadu has been, since the CWDT’s establishment in June 1990, a strong
votary of adjudication to resolve the vexatious problem of sharing river water in contrast to
its neighbour’s preference for talks.

gaeh 3R, ST 1990 H CWDT T TUT9=AT o §Tg & AT 776! STef Sean o SAfeel e &
TATYTA & foIT 3791 TSIT T Fr ardT 3 grafAenar & faadia =afe Aok
(Adjudication) 3T YXsTel TS T ¢

e On several occasions, it had outrightly spurned offers for talks made by various leaders of
Karnataka.

S AT T 3 FaAleH & [A1HeT Ad131] GaRT fET 7T qTaT & FFATEl Sl TS T F IEAHR
Y feam

¢ Inthe last 35-0dd years, there were occasions when the State took part in bilateral and
multilateral discussions but this was part of the Supreme Court’s intervention.

el OTetaT 35 8 & O HAER 3T ofe AT A fAuadiar o agaadia weisit 3 1 forar,
fohe] TE STITH AT & FEANT o Tl T arm |

e Even though the CWDT’s formation itself was an outcome of the failure of 26 rounds of
negotiations held over 22 years, Mr. Vijay seems to be receptive to the idea of chalking out
a path that his predecessors did not favour.

Te AT CWDT T 15T T2 22 a8t H g5 26 R Y araiait b Fathera 7 qRoma 2, T o sft
et ¥ AR i TRET AIR Fe & @R F 9 FHRIeAs gdid gia &, o 3o1e qaafdat a
EIeh X FET fenar 2|

e What should be helpful to him is that in Karnataka, the ruling party is the Congress, a junior
partner in his coalition government.

37 fIT TgIes 910 I8 & Tohd! ¢ [ Fellesd & TATRG ol FIAF &, ST 3oTeh! TSaee THR
TS FHfass Jgarem gl

e The Congress’ former president, Rahul Gandhi, was a prominent attendee at Mr. Vijay’s
swearing-in event in May.

FIAH & T ICTeT Tger e 7 7 AT 4 s 5 22y 507 FANE H TG T
BRI

e Further, Mr. Shivakumar himself was among the early leaders from other States to greet Mr.
Vijay on becoming the Chief Minister.

g8 AR, st RETFAR TaF 377 Tl & 37 IRIHR A3 & WA & fSwgiar »f fasr
gm?haaﬁrw %gammaﬁr'afrl
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It is possible that the TVK chief has thought of capitalising on his equations with Mr.
Shivakumar and the Congress party to break new ground in the Cauvery problem.

Te7a & o TVK 9@ o o RIaFaAR o H19 & A1 379 Tl 7 395197 F1ad faare 7 #75
Tgol il o 3662 A il &l Taar fhar gl

At the same time, Mr. Vijay should know, by now, that personal relationships and striking a
deal on contentious and long-standing disputes are two distinct matters.

arer &), A ST & 379 do Ig GHST =TT AMMRT o ATFaerd Geaer 3R faarereye g dreiehiios
TyaTet 9T GHSI AT T &F 37el9T-37e79T fav 2
After all, many of his predecessors, especially M. Karunanidhi and M.G. Ramachandran

(MGR), had equally good, if not better, ties with their Karnataka peers such as Veerendra
Patil, D. Devaraj Urs, R. Gundu Rao, Ramakrishna Hegde, and J.H. Patel.

ISR, 379 3ol qaatcia, ATy oo, FFonfaf® gor va.sht. THegeT (MGR) & eles &
379 FHFET AATHT, S P, ATfee, 3. AT 3, AR, I3 T, TAFS 973 AT .0 e,
& AT AT T T 37, dfcd s A H 30X Y SJgaR Ty |

Rao had even invited MGR, according to diplomat-political writer R. Kannan’s biography on
the latter, to join the Congress after his exit from the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam in 1972.

ST AT cIeh iR 3. Feedel GaRT AT Shaell & AR, T o 1972 # gfds qa
FYIH (DMK) T 37619 8leT & dTG;, MGR T 1T 3 nfHer glet o fove=oT off feam )

Nine years later, MGR, as Chief Minister, visited Bengaluru in October 1981 originally for a
day’s talks with Rao but had to extend his stay by one more day.

=t a¥ T, HEAHA MGR 3HF¢a 1981 H UG o A1Y Ueh 1&a1 T ATl o foIv S9ref% 910, o] 3¢
39T 9T Teh feet 3R Sgr=r gsr)

Even then, no breakthrough was achieved.

T 8 IS HgcaquT AhoTalT UTed 181 81 Fehi |

It is well known that when it came to the Cauvery, the upper riparian State’s Chief Ministers
would give substantively nothing to the other side.

Ig Fatafed § o ST H1ad 1 9= 7TaT AT, A S deadt Tod & FEIHAT gaR &7 i
STERTRSE & § iy RIIT 7181 & I

Clubbing of issues
Heal $T TH AT ST SATAT

What is also troubling several parties and groups in Tamil Nadu over the proposed talks is
the possibility of the Karnataka government using this occasion to raise the Mekedatu dam
project, which the lower riparian State has been opposing on the ground that it will
jeopardise its irrigation requirements.

ST ATl T ofehd ATRAATS & 373eh creil 3R HTaeit i TE off i ¢ o Fates ThR 36
AT T 3TN AFST aeT TRAISTAT T el 33T & fw o Fenell &, T foreranm aeadt
T 3 TR TR TARI Yl W7 & T 5a& 3qeht [ 3nmaegerdsit o3 ufdsher germa gsam|
There is substance in their apprehension but Tamil Nadu has to convey to Karnataka that it

can have talks separately, as and when necessary, as it has sought the formation of an
exclusive tribunal to handle the subject.

3eTehT 3TRIhT & qATCeT 3R &, o] affrerettg a1 FaTes i Ig TIC a1 TR foh 54 famay
TR JMGRIAHAT TS I 37691 § AT T ST Hehell &, FITeh 3T $H He & THAYTA g Th JUh
TAHIOT (Tribunal) & TS T AT T B

For the time being, its focus is on obtaining immediate relief from Karnataka in terms of
water release.

TR oIgTel 3HEHT €ATeT FelTeadh § STl BIS & TF F dcehlel Ugd Tt it I shigd &l
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o Ifthe two States go beyond and agree on a distress water sharing formula which can be
presented to the CWMA for ratification, it will be a real feather in Mr. Vijay’s cap.

T QAT T SHA 313 TGl HHeHTelleT ool deaRT ¥ (distress water sharing formula) X
HEA 81 Y, f5 CWMA o TeT 3rf#lee (ratification) & foiw y&dd fomam ST @k, dr 7

UN adds Olympus,
D-Day beaches to
World Heritage sites

Associated Press
SEOUL

World War II’s D-Day landing beaches in northern
France and the iconic Mount Olympus in Greece
were among the sites added to the World Heritage
List on Sunday at a UN committee meeting in
South Korea reviewing dozens of nominations.

The UNESCO committee, which meets in Bu-
san through Wednesday, also inscribed the an-
cient Japanese capitals of Asuka and Fujiwara and
South Sudan’s Boma-Badingilo Migratory Land-
scape, host to one of the world’s largest land
mammal migrations and the country’s first addi-
tion to the World Heritage List.

The French designation covers the five Nor-
mandy landing beaches — Omaha, Utah, Sword,
Gold and Juno — where more than 1,50,000 Allied
troops came ashore on June 6, 1944, along with
the Pointe du Hoc assault site, all central to the
campaign to liberate Western Europe from Nazi
occupation during World War I1.

International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS), which evaluates submissions to the
heritage committee, said the sites contain exten-
sive remnants, from German fortifications and
bomb-scarred landscapes to Allied harbour struc-
tures and sunken vessels, marking an “event
widely perceived as having enabled the return of
freedom and heralded a lasting peace on the Eu-
ropean continent.”

ICOMOS also called for stronger monitoring
and preservation efforts on the sites, citing poten-
tial threats posed by tourism, climate change and
rising sea levels, and the development of wind
farms near the areas.

World War Il.

aread H sft fasry #Y ve a8t suaferr gl

27J. UN adds Olympus, D-Day beaches to World
Heritage sites

HYFA AT A ATST 3T R -3 det F e w®ew
Tyal 7 enfder frar

o World War II’'s D-Day landing beaches in northern
France and the iconic Mount Olympus in Greece were among the
sites added to the World Heritage List on Sunday at a UN
committee meeting in South Korea reviewing dozens of
nominations.

3 I o gfad faea ggr & 913 olf¥r e qur e #1 wfaftsa
AT AW 37 Tl 7 fFAer A Siwg ftror FINAT 7 3mafaa
TGFA TS (UN) FFATT T Fooh H, 3eieh ATl T FeT & 9T,
Vfaar 1 fea exleT =t (World Heritage List) # e feha aram|

e The UNESCO committee, which meets in Busan through
Wednesday, also inscribed the ancient Japanese capitals of
Asuka and Fujiwara and South Sudan’s Boma-Badingilo
Migratory Landscape, host to one of the world’s largest land
mammal migrations and the country’s first addition to the World
Heritage List.

AT (UNESCO) AT, fSeehr S g1 # gUar oeh wolell,
STl SITTeA ASTEnferat YT 3R FllarT T24T SfRYor it & &aT-
a1fSfaral yardt 9RgeT (Boma-Badingilo Migratory Landscape)
o1 &t fared e Wt & anfAer foham| Ig &t faea & |l o3 wrelir
FaTUY garEt (land mammal migrations) 3 & Teh & fAard T §
T SF&YOT YT T 56 Tl # AT glel aTell Igell T &

e The French designation covers the five Normandy
landing beaches — Omaha, Utah, Sword, Gold and Juno —
where more than 1,50,000 Allied troops came ashore on June 6,
1944, along with the Pointe du Hoc assault site, all central to the
campaign to liberate Western Europe from Nazi occupation during

W T g AT AIs) & qre AT Tt — 3aATer, JeT, Fais, Mes AR AT — & FiFAtad
YT &, STET 6 ST 1944 I 1,50,000 & 37fere: T rsel (Allied) & o 3R ¥ sHd dige 3
&1 (Pointe du Hoc) 3T 3TshauT Tl &t Miaer &1 3 @it gfaeiar frea g & el aiersdt

T T AT Fol H HFd FIA & HTHATA & TG ok A |

e The International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), which evaluates
submissions to the heritage committee, said the sites contain extensive remnants, from
German fortifications and bomb-scarred landscapes to Allied harbour structures and
sunken vessels, marking an “event widely perceived as having enabled the return of
freedom and heralded a lasting peace on the European continent.”

SRS FISTA 3HTeT AlIIHECH US WIBEH (ICOMOS), 3t [ed ¢RIy WiAT & forw aAmaAianstt
T FHodehel Il &, o e foh 3o Tl I et Frarardl, 9t & arforarea aRge, BT wset &
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mﬁﬁamﬁgumsﬁaﬁ%’ammawmﬁ Y 39 “geaT & Ui & [ a9
Y W FATAT Y GATATGAT IR JIANT Fereda & TR Al 1 Q@31 T TR AT ST |

e |COMOS also called for stronger monitoring and preservation efforts on the sites, citing
potential threats posed by tourism, climate change and rising sea levels, and the
development of wind farms near the area.

ICOMOS o 3T Tell 9T 378 FHTEY AT 31T E&T0r gamdt 6 off 3maeaerdr s | 389+
yded, Targ IRade, THE-FaX H gaf8, TUT e gae St IRt (wind farms) &

TAHTH T 3cTeoT THTTAT TR T Seord fohaT|
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27J7 | Do not surrender to China, do not depend on the U.S.

HieT F THET ITHATAYT o FY, 3 3rANFT W AR 7 &t

27J7 | Netanyahu fires back at Mamdani and calls ICC charge ‘bogus’

ATITE A AHGTAT IR Terear a1 3R ICC F It it Forrere samn

Do not surrender to China, do not depend on the U.S.

CSIER ]
volatile political climate in Washington
has triggered a wave of strategic
anxiety in New Delhi. Buffeted by the
transactional, often erratic policy shifts
of the Donald Trump administration — which hit
India last year with punitive tariffs on steel and
aluminium, stripped its preferential trade status,
and aggressively renewed ties with Islamabad
while imposing irritants such as tightening H-1B
visa rules — a growing chorus of domestic voices
is calling for a fundamental reset of India’s China
policy.

Economic actors, their flawed line

The argument, championed largely by an
influential business lobby, suggests that India’s
confrontational approach toward Beijing was
overly synchronised with Washington’s strategic
agenda of “containment” rather than India’s
national interests. The lobby contends that
because India remains deeply reliant on Chinese
technology, supply chains, industrial inputs, and
capital, a dogmatic anti-China stance ultimately
stymies domestic economic growth while barely
denting Beijing’s economy. The core risk, critics
warn, is Washington’s historical pattern of
tactical flip-flops — escalating tensions one day
and striking bilateral deals the next — which risks
leaving an overextended India strategically
vulnerable to Chinese retaliation.

While the warning against subordinating
Indian interests to an unpredictable Washington
is entirely valid, it is not clear that this is what is
occurring. In any case, the proposed alternative —
a hasty, unreciprocated economic embrace of
China - is a dangerous prescription. It mistakes
tactical business convenience for long-term
national security. A premature capitulation to
Beijing ignores a decade of unprovoked hostility,
deepens an asymmetric dependency, and strips
India of its leverage just as the global order enters
its most volatile phase since the Cold War.

Let us face it: the primary domestic driver for a
China reset is an influential business lobby
obsessed with short-term balance sheets. For
years, parts of corporate India have argued that
access to cheap Chinese capital, machinery, and
active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) is
indispensable for India’s growth. However, this
view suffers from severe strategic myopia. It
treats international trade as an apolitical
transaction, completely divorced from the
realities of comprehensive national power.

By advocating a return to the pre-2020 status
quo, these economic actors choose to selectively
forget a dozen years of relentless, unprovoked
aggression by the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). The list
of Beijing’s hostile acts against Indian sovereignty
is not a series of isolated border skirmishes; it is a
coherent strategy of containment and
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Fourth-term Member
of Parliament

(Lok Sabha) for
Thiruvananthapuram
(Congress party),

the Chairman of

the Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on External Affairs
and the Sahitya
Akademi
Award-winning author
of 29 books, including
‘Pax Indica’ (2012)
and ‘The New World
Disorder’ (2020)

Realising that
‘Washington is
an unreliable
partner does
not mean India
must run into
the arms of an
actively hostile
neighbour

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

humiliation. From Depsang (2013) and Chumar
(2014) to Doklam (2017) and then the fatal clashes
in the Galwan Valley (2020), China has
systematically attempted to alter the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) through salami-slicing
tactics, unilaterally violating decades of border
peace protocols. Beijing continues to aggressively
assert absurd claims over the entire State of
Arunachal Pradesh, renaming geographical
features in places it does not control (but plans
t0), and issuing stapled visas to residents of
Jammu and Kashmir and Arunachal to weaponise
India’s internal geography.

And then there is economic coercion. China
has routinely used its manufacturing dominance
as a political weapon, abruptly withholding
critical machinery and industrial inputs, even
weaponising its monopoly over rare earths and
tunnel-boring machines during bilateral disputes,
simply to inconvenience Indian industries and
signal its leverage, knowing fully that India has
none to exercise in return. Most alarming has
been Beijing’s overt, coordinated military support
for Pakistan during Operation Sindoor (May
2025). By providing Islamabad with real-time
tactical satellite data and intelligence, China
transformed itself from a mere military supplier
into an active, hostile participant in Pakistan’s
security architecture against India. To ignore this
track record in pursuit of cheaper components is
not pragmatism; it is strategic blindness.

The myth of reciprocity

The core flaw in the argument for a quick reset is
the naive assumption that if India relaxes its
economic guard, China will reciprocate with
geopolitical goodwill. The foundational tenet of
Chinese foreign policy in Asia is the
establishment of a unipolar continent. Beijing
does not view New Delhi as a peer, nor does it
desire India to become one.

For over a decade, China has weaponised its
veto at the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) to shield Pakistan-based terrorist
organisations from international sanctions and
condemnation. It has blocked India’s legitimate
aspirations for permanent membership in the
'UNSC and membership in the Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG). If India opens the floodgates to
Chinese capital and market access without any
fundamental resolution of the border dispute or a
halt to Beijing’s hostile behaviour, it effectively
subsidises its own encirclement. Pouring billions
of dollars into Chinese coffers as a compliant
consumer market merely expands the
asymmetric trade deficit (China’s annual surplus
over India now exceeds $100 billion). More
dangerously, it hands Beijing an economic
kill-switch over the Indian economy. In a future
crisis, the threat of cutting off critical
components could paralyse Indian industry,

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrio

rendering New Delhi incapable of independent
strategic decision-making.

Advocates of a reset argue that easing
economic tensions could pave the way for a
permanent demarcation of the border. In reality,
the opposite is true. China respects power and
exploits vulnerability. If India surrenders its
economic leverage and signals that it cannot
sustain a prolonged stand-off, Beijing will
conclude that its strategy of multi-domain
pressure is working. China will simply bide its
time, allowing India to grow comfortably
dependent once again. When Beijing eventually
decides it is ready to discuss a permanent border
settlement, it will dictate terms from a position of
absolute dominance. An India structurally
dependent on Chinese technology and cowed by
the threat of economic disruption will have no
choice but to accept a deeply disadvantageous
territorial status quo.

Leverage, once surrendered, cannot be easily
reclaimed. The restrictions India placed on
Chinese apps, investments, and telecom
infrastructure post-Galwan were not just
emotional reactions; they were crucial diplomatic
leverage. Dismantling them for minor economic
relief would be an act of unilateral disarmament.

India is undeniably in a complex position. The
Trump administration’s unpredictable shifts
mean that relying entirely on Washington as a
security guarantor is unwise, despite the
enthusiasm of his emissary to India, Sergio Gor.
The United States will always prioritise its own
domestic and global calculations, and New Delhi
must remain clear-eyed that it stands alone on
the heights of Ladakh. However, realising that
Washington is an unreliable partner does not
mean India must run into the arms of an actively
hostile neighbour. There is an immense strategic
space between subordinating India’s national
interests to the U.S. and conceding an
unconditional economic and political surrender
to China.

The path India must tread
The correct path for New Delhi is one of strategic
patience and internal fortifying. India must
accelerate its supply chain resilience, diversify its
trade partnerships across Europe, East Asia, and
the Global South, and aggressively build up its
domestic manufacturing capabilities — even if it
comes with short-term inflationary costs. The last
decade has proven that China presents a
structural, generational challenge to India’s rise.
A hasty rethink driven by panic over Washington
or the complaints of a short-term-profit-driven
business lobby will only ensure that [ndia
remains permanently exposed, economically
vulnerable, and strategically diminished.

We do not have to “tilt” either way. We must,
instead, develop the strength to walk straight.
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27J7. Do not surrender to China, do not depend on the U.S.

HieT F THET ITHATAYT o FY, 3 3rANFT W AR 7 &

A volatile political climate in Washington has triggered a wave of strategic anxiety in New
Delhi.

FifaTes $1 31TER Teeifas TR & 7€ e 7 Eifas Rar S v ag3 e H &
gl

Buffeted by the transactional, often erratic policy shifts of the Donald Trump administration
— which hit India last year with punitive tariffs on steel and aluminium, stripped its
preferential trade status, and aggressively renewed ties with Islamabad while imposing
irritants such as tightening H-1B visa rules — a growing chorus of domestic voices is calling
for a fundamental reset of India’s China policy.

BNATeS TFT TATHA T oe-&oT MR TUT 9T AR AT aRadA—TSeteh 3T Roer
a¥ $IRd W $EITT 3R TeIATATH R G3IeHF Yo oMU 91T, 3HeRT TR gred s
T HATC f3HT 31T, SEATHIETG o F1Y Hl 1 3TehIHS T W Gafoiiiae [ehaT IT T H-18
AT FTHT P FOR TATAT ITAT—h IRUTHTIRT 22T & X 377 T ARG A ey Afa
HeAI IRt T Al I @ 8

Economic actors, their flawed line

3w R 3 a7t JReqet gfewor

The argument, championed largely by an influential business lobby, suggests that India’s
confrontational approach toward Beijing was overly synchronised with Washington’s
strategic agenda of “containment” rather than India’s national interests.

HEAT: Teh FHIGRITCN SATTAITAF Alelt carl FATST Fg e Tl fohdm ST & o afifSiar o ufey
HRT T THITYUT GTOCHI0T AR & TSER Teedl 3T I9&T aifierest &1 “fag=or (Containment)”
et g Sfa & arer 310 gafead o

The lobby contends that because India remains deeply reliant on Chinese technology,
supply chains, industrial inputs, and capital, a dogmatic anti-China stance ultimately
stymies domestic economic growth while barely denting Beijing’s economy.

Ig difeT I et § o e ot 31a ot =it sitenfahy, smafet ymensit, stezifrs w2 #er
YT G 0T 37ca e T8 B, safaw de-favied sor Afe siaa: R & 3 gefer i aiftra
m%,mmﬁwﬁyémwwmagawqmm%l

The core risk, critics warn, is Washington’s historical pattern of tactical flip-flops —
escalating tensions one day and striking bilateral deals the next — which risks leaving an
overextended India strategically vulnerable to Chinese retaliation.

3TelTerohl o AR HET STEA aiferee 1 Ufceriien oefas sferary, fowd v o
TATd FEAT ST & 3R 3reTel fet gfauaa gasia e forw ama §, fed iR A= afereer &
gfer ToTifae §9 & 317 HdcaTeie g Thdr |

While the warning against subordinating Indian interests to an unpredictable Washington is
entirely valid, it is not clear that this is what is occurring.

AT AR & foall &t STt atierest & 37efieT o &t &1 Iaraet quid: 3R §, sl a5
Tase o787 & T adaTeT 7 areda 7 WA & g wr g

In any case, the proposed alternative — a hasty, unreciprocated economic embrace of China
— is a dangerous prescription.

T oY Feufa &, wearfaa fAsrea—ae & arer fo=r IREIRehar & 2fver 3nfdes Aeredr vanfa
HAT—Teh SITEAYCT 39T &
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It mistakes tactical business convenience for long-term national security.
Ig JHeTehlioleh cATATTAh AL T ETeiehiole ISERT AT T faehod HieTel T 8T I &
A premature capitulation to Beijing ignores a decade of unprovoked hostility, deepens an

asymmetric dependency, and strips India of its leverage just as the global order enters its
most volatile phase since the Cold War.

SHT & THET THIAYS STohTd Ueh SUeh T 3RO QAT hT SUETT T &, ITHATET feRer 1 3R
IERT Tl & AT 2T JeU o ST ATRaeh cTIEUT o Tl TTEUR 2R H HRA I 0T cleh &1
T AR P AT

Let us face it: the primary domestic driver for a China reset is an influential business lobby
obsessed with short-term balance sheets.

arEdfashel Ig & o et A & aRacler 1 eRe] AT 7 TG IReh Teh FHTGRTel SATEHTAH
el 8, S 3reqentions faedir amst o e g

For years, parts of corporate India have argued that access to cheap Chinese capital,
machinery, and active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) is indispensable for India’s
growth.

aNt & FIART AR 7 U T3 Ig deh ST 1T & o el et gaft, Frefierd aaur afsra stwefr
3999 (Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients - APIs) ﬁ@%ﬁﬂﬁ?@@%ﬁﬁ
3ARET &

However, this view suffers from severe strategic myopia.

foreq I5 gfSeatoT 379iR Torehifas sreugfiear & s 1

It treats international trade as an apolitical transaction, completely divorced from the realities
of comprehensive national power.

IE HAWTSEIT SR FT Teh IR-ISTA T oleT-ael & & H SWAT ¢, S FHIT TS ATFA T
RT3 & qUTd: U g
By advocating a return to the pre-2020 status quo, these economic actors choose to

selectively forget a dozen years of relentless, unprovoked aggression by the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

2020 & Td r FUTRRAT # ciee Fr qehterd FHYA §U A e faeres digew foraere st
(PLA) T el Fogfaree réf (CCP) Sar T 31T oa1syar Ueh gereh & 3178 §& o folet 3ik

37ShRUT 3TehTH cTdgR ahT IUET &l &

The list of Beijing’s hostile acts against Indian sovereignty is not a series of isolated border
skirmishes; it is a coherent strategy of containment and humiliation.

HRI TS o faves difSiT 1 ol HIaTSdl 3erT-31eleT HAT FTSUT I Te 78 ¢,
gfes fAFA0T (Containment) 3R 37931 Fr T Ferfdd 0T &1 fgear €1

From Depsang (2013) and Chumar (2014) to Doklam (2017) and then the fatal clashes in
the Galwan Valley (2020), China has systematically attempted to alter the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) through salami-slicing tactics, unilaterally violating decades of border peace
protocols.

AU (2013) 3R AR (2014) T oY SIFEATH (2017) T IeTaTleT TEY (2020) I ©lcieh Tsat
e, P o Fars-Tars e W & Ares O aeafas A9 [T (LAC) Y scolet &1
A YA foham § T gerehl QI HIAT- 2Nl FHsiicl ST TehaRwhT 3ot fhar g
Beijing continues to aggressively assert absurd claims over the entire State of Arunachal
Pradesh, renaming geographical features in places it does not control (but plans to), and
issuing stapled visas to residents of Jammu and Kashmir and Arunachal to weaponise
India’s internal geography.

ST 317 871 X OIS Y& TR 3HATEATdeh ST T &, 3(9eT [ =07 § &g FEd ailaniorh
Tl T ATH TRATT AT & AT STFH-FIHAR H IToTrer 932 & i@t st weves diar

SR e ARG T AR o saaTdT &1 ToTaiiae el & & H G197 HIaT &
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e And then there is economic coercion.
0% 3TTaRead 3« ga/@ (Economic Coercion) T 92T 8§

e China has routinely used its manufacturing dominance as a political weapon, abruptly
withholding critical machinery and industrial inputs, even weaponising its monopoly over rare
earths and tunnel-boring machines during bilateral disputes, simply to inconvenience
Indian industries and signal its leverage, knowing fully that India has none to exercise in
return.

et & 319 TATAATOT F8fca &7 TR-IR ToTahfcie §RITR & & # 39T T &1 381 HgeaqoT
AN 3R AN ae Arer v 3mqfct 3reetes Ve & U efavei faarel & el getst FyaT
dcal (Rare Earths) 3R eaer-aYRar aefiat oX 319e THITOSR & 6 393197 HRA el &
EaTd FTTaY 311R 3190 T0TATAeh Tad Teiid st & forw fova, S 38 g a1 & oRa & o
THTH UTAhR T &THdT 8T &1

e Most alarming has been Beijing’s overt, coordinated military support for Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor (May 2025).

T 371 RidTsietss d27 sitaverst RgT (71§ 2025) & et uiferaret i difSir carT fear o
ol 3R FAfedd g Tl ET &

e By providing Islamabad with real-time tactical satellite data and intelligence, China
transformed itself from a mere military supplier into an active, hostile participant in Pakistan’s
security architecture against India.

FEATATENG Tl AT THY FT THRS IUAE 3T IR GRHAT STAHRY ST FIH He ol
Teh { 3TYfciehell AT T8, SToeh R & aveEr Tiehecllal shl FRATT Ee=AT 1 Fisha 3R
ATOT FEHTeT ST a7 |

e Toignore this track record in pursuit of cheaper components is not pragmatism; it is strategic
blindness.

TES YAt o 1Tt o ToIT 38 9 STgTer ohr U hieT caTagTiRehel w161, Sioeh oTellfaid Jerdr
gl

The myth of reciprocity
IR R&dT F1 AT+

e The core flaw in the argument for a quick reset is the naive assumption that if India relaxes
its economic guard, China will reciprocate with geopolitical goodwill.

ARl gerdqeret (reset) & TaT & foU ST arel & 1 oo AfE Ig #irelt aRom § o6 afe s
37T TR TFcTehll hal & €, AT <ot -l foreh WGHTEAT o T SHAT T X Tl

e The foundational tenet of Chinese foreign policy in Asia is the establishment of a unipolar
continent.

wfRrar 3 =il frder ey 1 el Retid v vahydr Agredy H Tarer |
e Beijing does not view New Delhi as a peer, nor does it desire India to become one.

ST 71 feeall T 3197 THPET AT ATAT 3T o7 & I8 R DI VAT ToAd ¢ W&e1T AIRAT 2 |

e [For over a decade, China has weaponised its veto at the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) to shield Pakistan-based terrorist organisations from international sanctions and
condemnation.

Teh C2reh § 3o GG U <ol WIFd g JR&T 9Rwg (UNSC) # 379t ditel 1 30T
QIfFEaT- U ITaFard! HIrda) 1 3TRSET giaset 3R Her & s & v FHar @l

e It has blocked India’s legitimate aspirations for permanent membership in the UNSC and
membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).

3 UNSC T Tt §eaadT TuT w4 fFera ACarad I (NSG) T HeTIcll JTed et Sl R
T A IMRHIGTI3T I 3%y fRar gl
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If India opens the floodgates to Chinese capital and market access without any fundamental
resolution of the border dispute or a halt to Beijing’s hostile behaviour, it effectively subsidises
its own encirclement.

aﬁw@mﬁm%%ﬁwwmﬁw%ewmwmwm
ﬁﬁﬁm@%ﬁvw@aaﬂawa@a@azmamﬁﬁ?ﬁuw
YeTeT |

Pouring billions of dollars into Chinese coffers as a compliant consumer market merely
expands the asymmetric trade deficit (China’s annual surplus over India now exceeds $100
billion).

Teh HTATRRT STHIFAT TR o T # TleT o oAl 3 3]ET STeR Talfedd el hael JFATT
STYR =1 T [N 9T (R WX e &l aTier samqr 31T 31« 100 31 SfeT & 370 §)|
More dangerously, it hands Beijing an economic kill-switch over the Indian economy.

3T oY 3178 WAt o910 T § 6 599 AR $r 3r2icaarar uT ifser Fi v 3 fha-aw

9Tcd g1 S|

In a future crisis, the threat of cutting off critical components could paralyse Indian industry,
rendering New Delhi incapable of independent strategic decision-making.

s & fondll Hehe & Agvaqol aewhl 1 3MYFcl Ushel hT eTHRT HRT ST I G FaAT Hebell
g, oow a1$ feeh Tad¥ wifas favta-fAsior et 3 3raae g smoety|

Advocates of a reset argue that easing economic tensions could pave the way for a
permanent demarcation of the border.

YU (reset) & AT I cIeh ¢ foh 3TV ot ot kel @ AT o TUT HWiATeheT 7 AT
TEd gl FehdT gl

In reality, the opposite is true.

AT # Feuf gwes et e &)

China respects power and exploits vulnerability.

AT AP T FFATA FIAT & 3R HASARY 7 18T 31T 8 |

If India surrenders its economic leverage and signals that it cannot sustain a prolonged
stand-off, Beijing will conclude that its strategy of multi-domain pressure is working.

ITE AR YT 3T SaTahRY TG (leverage) OIS ST ¢ 3R I8 Hhd ¢ar g & ag oe
mﬁwaﬁww,sﬁﬁﬁwugwmm%ma?mmﬁmﬁ
el &1 @I 8l

China will simply bide its time, allowing India to grow comfortably dependent once again.

et Shafel 3T FHY T TeN&T HI 3R HRA T Iof: HeoT &9 I 3701 S0 3 gt 21|

When Beijing eventually decides it is ready to discuss a permanent border settlement, it will
dictate terms from a position of absolute dominance.

STe STSTaT 37cTel: TR AT FHATETT TR Tl et oh foIT IR G, o dg o7 Wefed ohr Feufa &
et AR &l

An India structurally dependent on Chinese technology and cowed by the threat of economic
disruption will have no choice but to accept a deeply disadvantageous territorial status quo.

AT FNTIART 9T EXTATHF T & AT TUT 317k sqaqeiret T 3meishr & 77efid HRd & arg
i et & FTfeu &1 TR et & JrfaRerd #1S Risved 78T s=a|

Leverage, once surrendered, cannot be easily reclaimed.

Teh IR 19T e aTT SaTashRY YT (leverage) 3T & Ge: UTocl €T fohdT ST el |

The restrictions India placed on Chinese apps, investments, and telecom infrastructure
post-Galwan were not just emotional reactions; they were crucial diplomatic leverage.

AT & TG AR SarT et o, frdell U1 qIETR FHEETTAT U AT AT YIS Shael
HITATcH TTATshaT 76T &; I 3l Heea Ul Fealiad Garahiy qre I
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e Dismantling them for minor economic relief would be an act of unilateral disarmament.
Heqahiforeh 3MMTE Ted & oIt 3¢ TATCT X oIl Tha Wl FAREAIHIOT & AT 819
e India is undeniably in a complex position.

fTHeE R U SAfea Rafa A g1

o The Trump administration’s unpredictable shifts mean that relying entirely on Washington
as a security guarantor is unwise, despite the enthusiasm of his emissary to India, Sergio
Gor.

TFY AT 1 TR AT TRATAMNCIT T 378 & Toh 1R o T FRat aIReT & &9 &
1 g aiRIeTee IR 19 TGTT IO w11 gIef, $7er & $TRl 3 37k g Wiord AR 3¢
ECREERY

o The United States will always prioritise its own domestic and global calculations, and New
Delhi must remain clear-eyed that it stands alone on the heights of Ladakh.

TgFd U IANFT T 3191 o] iR ARares Tt ar omarfrenar &am, 3 71§ el &1 a1 v
T FASTAT T1eT o dggr@ & Fa133l IR a8 3dd: 3ahell T &

e However, realising that Washington is an unreliable partner does not mean India must run
into the arms of an actively hostile neighbour.

T 75 oSt ot T3 affeTest veh Jifava@eiia ATSIER &, SHHT 31 Tg 7161 & foh HR Ueh
Tfshd §T & IATIOT TSR &l IROT H TTell ST

e There is an immense strategic space between subordinating India’s national interests to the
U.S. and conceding an unconditional economic and political surrender to China.

R & TSI TEat i IANHT o 3T X Sob 3R AT F 8T o= 2 3T va Teieiifaes
FHUUT e & ST Ueh T320ToT 0T e 3Taehrer 3TaTse gl

The path India must tread

A & T AR W To=T T1fge

e The correct path for New Delhi is one of strategic patience and internal fortifying.
7§ el & fAw 3R #Aret woehfas & qor sraie gt #¢)

¢ India must accelerate its supply chain resilience, diversify its trade partnerships across
Europe, East Asia, and the Global South, and aggressively build up its domestic
manufacturing capabilities — even if it comes with short-term inflationary costs.

T T 3T ATt AT Y TRATIT &THAT T Aol & Tl AT, I, Taf TR
e gfavor & Ay 3roeh s wrEteREt # fafderar ol @nfge, 3R e aXe fafastor
3MTehTeeh &9 A FG& AT TMET — 87eT & T AIY cushiioleh HFERBIrsTe Tl ST &l

e The last decade has proven that China presents a structural, generational challenge to
India’s rise.

o g2 o ey X fear g & o, IR & 3eg & FaeT U TXdeTcs aUT AERTd gatdr
T FRAT R
e A hasty rethink driven by panic over Washington or the complaints of a short-term-profit-

driven business lobby will only ensure that India remains permanently exposed, economically
vulnerable, and strategically diminished.

RIS Tl AT 3ol TIRIGT 72AT HeTahiioleh oleT A IR samaries irelY $r fRiswrrdr &
HROT fehdT TRAT STeeaTell H JATIaR shael Ig GlaTed ham foh R T &9 & ERTET,
31 ®9 & Hagareler 3R WA § & AR T01 |

o Wedo not have to “tilt” either way.
gl TRy oft fem 3 “ggapat (tilt)” Y 3Rl =77 B

o We must, instead, develop the strength to walk straight.

$HS TUIT W g3 €Y ART 9T Folet T 4TAT [ Hiel anev|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 1



Netanyahu fires back

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

at Mamdani and calls
ICC charge ‘bogus’

!!socnate! !ress

WASHINGTON

Benjamin Netanyahu said
on Sunday that New York
Mayor Zohran Mamdani is
“fomenting hate” by call-
ing the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter a war criminal who
should be arrested over the
war in Gaza if he visits the
city for the United Nations
General Assembly.

Mr. Netanyahu said he
intends to be in New York
in September to address
the annual U.N. gathering
of world leaders.

“He’s supposed to be
the Mayor of all New York-
ers — Jews, Christians, Mus-
lims, everyone,” Mr. Neta-

nyahu told Fox News. “But
he’s trying to turn one
group against the other”

Mr. Netanyahu also dis-
missed the International
Criminal Court’s war
crimes charges against him
as “bogus.” He pointed to
sexual misconduct allega-
tions against Karim Khan,
the ICC’s top prosecutor,
who was removed from
that post on Friday, and
said the warrant was an at-
tempt to divert attention.

Mr. Mamdani had ack-
nowledged last week that
his city did not have the le-
gal authority to arrest Mr.
Netanyahu and called on
federal authorities to step
in.

27J7. Netanyahu fires back at Mamdani and
calls ICC charge ‘bogus’

ﬁm#mﬁwmﬁmaﬁﬂcc$
IRGT FY R a9

e Benjamin Netanyahu said on Sunday that New
York Mayor Zohran Mamdani is “fomenting hate” by
calling the Israeli Prime Minister a war criminal who
should be arrested over the Gaza war if he visits the city for
the United Nations General Assembly.

FSAe Adwarg = WAAR T gt o 7gFTH F AT AT
ARG “AHIT HSHT & &7, FI1h 3oaiel SIS &
TUTAHA 1 JEH e (War Criminal) amr § 3R &g
% afe & WYFaT IWSg HETWHT (United Nations General
Assembly) & foIT Mex 3Tl §, A 911 Je¥ & TY H 37
TIRTFAR R s anfgw|

e Mr. Netanyahu said he intends to be in New York
in September to address the annual U.N. gathering of world
leaders.

A AdeaTg A e b F RAdaw 7 fag Acnsit 1 arfiss ageFa Ieg (U.N.) I 1 Felftid e &

ToIT =g SiTet o1 SXTeT T & |

e “He’s supposed to be the Mayor of all New Yorkers — Jews, Christians, Muslims,
everyone,” Mr. Netanyahu told Fox News.

Y AqATE =1 Fox News A g, “3o¢ Tl wyaidaniial — agfea, Swmsal, saersma 3R 37
T AT — o AIX F T H I AT AMRT |

e “But he’s trying to turn one group against the other.”
“RAfehel & Teh THCTT T GEX HHETY o fa%ets TSI et T TART X & 81"

e Mr. Netanyahu also dismissed the International Criminal Court (ICC) war crimes charges
against him as “bogus.”

%ﬁﬂmﬁmﬁﬁwm TR == (International Criminal Court - ICC)
GaRT of9TTT 37T e TR (War Crimes) & 3TRIHT &I “faRIUR (Bogus)” cirT|
e He pointed to sexual misconduct allegations against Karim Khan, the ICC’s top

prosecutor, who was removed from that post on Friday, and said the warrant was an attempt
to divert attention.

3giel ICC o & JfIeTeh FAH @i (Karim Khan) T o1t Il MR (Sexual
Misconduct) & 3TRIHT T Seed fohaT| YHAR T 3¢ 38 T A §eT fem IrT AT| AT=Tg o el
o 3eTeh Ta%qy STRY aRE €T $Teehlel &1 Ueh YATH AT

e Mr. Mamdani had acknowledged last week that his city did not have the legal authority to
arrest Mr. Netanyahu and called on federal authorities to step in.

A FHETN 7 oo Tedle TR AT AT f3h 3e1sh e & I AT Adwa1g I TREAR A T
Feet HAFR (Legal Authority) 8T & 31X 3egia Wellr wifergRolt (Federal Authorities) &
RGHEEERGEIKICAC I
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What's behind the vault
of India’s gold exchange

Every electronic gold receipt has a story before it reaches your portfolio; a journey from physical

gold through vaults, depositories and stock exchanges, it can change hands countless times

VAULT VOYAGE

Vaishali R Venkat

he life of every
Electronic Gold
Receipt  (EGR)
begins and ends

with physical gold. Bet-
ween these two points lies a
carefully choreographed
journey. Before an EGR
lands in your demat ac-
count, physical gold must
first pass through a tightly
regulated ecosystem that
verifies the metal, creates
the receipt and enables
trading on the exchange.

Why a gold exchange?
For decades, India's physi-
cal gold trade largely took
place through jewellers,
bullion dealers and over-
the-counter transactions.
While gold itself was stan-
dardised, trading remained
fragmented. Despite ac-
counting for a large share of
global gold consumption,
India lacked a nationwide
exchange for trading stan-
dardised physical gold,
with prices varying across
markets/States.

The EGRs were intro-
duced to bridge this gap.
The Gold Exchange pro-
vides a national platform
for trading standardised
physical gold, facilitates
transparent price discov-
ery, improves liquidity and
assures the quality of gold.

Creation of an EGR

The journey begins when
the owner of eligible physi-
cal gold deposits it with a
vault manager registered

ee

The lifecycle of an EGR
ends when the beneficial
owner opts for physical
delivery: the vault
manager hands over the
gold upon request

with the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI) for conversion into
EGRs. Only eligible gold
sourced through imports or
exchange-accredited dom-
estic refineries can be con-
verted.

The gold is weighed, as-
sayed and verified, after
which the vault manager re-
cords the deposit in the
common interface and no
EGR can be created unless
it is backed by the corres-
ponding physical gold in
the vault. The EGR is then
credited to the beneficial
owner’s demat account and
made tradeable on the
stock exchange by the De-
pository. The vault manag-
er and the Depository regu-
larly reconcile EGR records
with the underlying physi-
cal gold, while the Deposi-
tory also conducts periodic
inspections of the vaulted
gold.

Trading of an EGR

The moment an EGR enters
a demat account, it sheds
the identity of the gold bar
and begins a life of its own.
Unlike physical gold, it can
change hands countless
times without a single gram
moving out of the vault. Be-
hind the scenes, the Depos-

3R 38 W AT T gl

ee

If a dispute over the
quality of the gold arises
at the time of
withdrawal, it is resolved
through an empanelled
assayer

itory keeps the exchanges
and clearing corporations
updated on newly created
EGRs, while the clearing
corporation ensures seam-
less settlement between the
buyer and the seller.

Fungibility

Once an EGR is created, it is
no longer tied to a particu-
lar gold bar. Instead, it re-
presents a standard quanti-
ty and purity of gold. So,
when an investor converts
an EGR into physical gold,
they receive gold of the
same specifications, and
not necessarily the very bar
that was originally deposit-
ed. This feature, known as
fungibility, works together
with inter-operability, al-
lowing investors, wherever
possible, to collect their
gold from a different eligi-
ble vault location instead of
returning to the vault
where it was originally de-
posited.

Conversion

The lifecycle of an EGR
ends when the owner opts
for physical delivery. On re-
ceiving the request through
the Depository, the vault
manager hands over the
gold and simultaneously ex-
tinguishes the correspond-

ing EGR. The Depository
then updates the stock ex-
changes and clearing cor-
porations to keep their re-
cords in sync.

The EGR ecosystem
Unlike physical gold tran-
sactions that typically in-
volve only a buyer and a
seller, the EGR brings to-
gether multiple regulated
entities. Vault managers sa-
feguard the gold, Deposito-
ries maintain electronic
ownership records, stock
exchanges facilitate trad-
ing, clearing corporations
settle transactions, brokers
connect investors to the
market, while eligible gold
depositors create EGRs and
investors trade.

Should EGRs be part of
your portfolio?
EGRs are certainly not a re-
placement for jewellery.
Whether they will emerge
as a viable alternative to
Gold ETFs remains to be
seen. EGRs combine the
convenience of trading
electronically while retain-
ing the option of taking
physical delivery of gold.
Every new investment
avenue attracts early enthu-
siasm. Before climbing onto
the EGR bandwagon, inves-
tors should first understand
the framework behind it.
After all, informed invest-
ing begins with under-

standing the product.
Knowledge must precede
participation.

(The writer is an NISM &
CRISIL-certified Wealth
Manager and certified in
NISM’s  Research Analyst
module)

27J7. What’s behind
the vault of India’s
gold exchange

AT & o8 TFa<T
FalccF N> FATE

e Every Electronic
Gold Receipt (EGR) has
a story before it reaches
your portfolio; a journey
from physical gold
through vaults,
depositories and stock
exchanges, it can change
hands countless times.

39k JichiferT d
T 4 e T
goFciiae Aes W

(Electronic Gold
Receipt-EGR) &7 379sir
Teh &heTall 8icll &; T8
$ifaF W & & g
giee, BBuiforedy 3t T
TFEI O gl ol &
TUT 3 BRI AT IR
g SEo THhT g

e The life of every
Electronic Gold Receipt
(EGR) begins and ends
with physical gold.
TS gAFCiad Mes
W (EGR) T Siast

st B & YE eI &

o Between these two points lies a carefully choreographed journey.
gt aleil Tig3it & & Ueh T caa ey T gie &1
e Before an EGR lands in your demat account, physical gold must first pass through a tightly

regulated ecosystem that verifies the metal, creates the receipt and enables trading on the
exchange.

ﬁﬁﬁrEGRasmaﬁzuﬁﬁq—gfaﬁﬁm, #ifcien HY 1 Teh g ARG o & o=
TS 8, ST 1] T HATIT AT &, TG IR AT 8 3R TeFasT TR 38 AR I T&TH
AT B

Why a gold exchange?
e TFHR T HTTIFHAT F41?
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e For decades, India’s physical gold trade largely took place through jewellers, bullion
dealers and over-the-counter transactions.

Rl cIeh R # #iifsh Wt T AR FTT T W Sded, FhorgeT Sel TUT Aa-G-HI3e de-
ST & HATETH ¥ gidT |

e While gold itself was standardised, trading remained fragmented.
FCATY TT HIeAT AlThIpT AT, BT Y SHHT AR FERT G317 5T T

e Despite accounting for a large share of global gold consumption, India lacked a nationwide
exchange for trading standardised physical gold, with prices varying across markets/States.

&g Taot @ua & 37 e 811 & Sracle, R & HieTehiehd $iHfcleh et & SATIR & IS
ST TeFad ol el AT, e HROT fafdest SRIATSAT 7 HIF 37eldT-37e197 i)

o The EGRs were introduced to bridge this gap.
S8 AT T g A & [T EGRs T Y37l 1 TS|

e The Gold Exchange provides a national platform for trading standardised physical gold,
facilitates transparent price discovery, improves liquidity and assures the quality of gold.

Mes Tarare Alehiehd e el & AR & fT Ueh USET FH 3Telst] 1T 5, IRERM Hodr
TIST T TGIAT ST &, TRl H FEUR Il g TUT Flel T J[0Tere GiATe e g

Creation of an EGR
T EGR &7 fa&ATor

e The journey begins when the owner of eligible physical gold deposits it with a vault manager
registered with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) for conversion into
EGRs.

Ig I A YE Bl & S T $itferen Het bt aArfolen 39 s wfeverfar ik Rafororr 18 (seB))
A Gofiepet afee Yt & U EGRs & qRafcid el 8 STAT e g |

¢ Only eligible gold sourced through imports or exchange-accredited domestic refineries can be
converted.

helol AT 37 aT UeFeisl § ATl HIed Bel RBSeTRaT & ITeel ur |iel 1 & gRafela
foram ST FaT B

e The gold is weighed, assayed and verified, after which the vault manager records the deposit
in the common interface and no EGR can be created unless it is backed by the corresponding
physical gold in the vault.

et ST oTeT TohaT ST &, SHeRT YEEIT T SiTer hT STl & A SHehT FeAT9=T Foham STl &, forereh
SIE, dlce Jatieh HAT ST 3 STAT T RIS G T & TUT ST deh dloc H 3Heh HeTeq
TP AT 3UISY o &1, I doh Is EGR 1gT ST 1T TehdT|

e The EGR is then credited to the beneficial owner’'s demat account and made tradeable on
the stock exchange by the Depository.

$HS J1G EGR & TR TATHT & Se @ # AT X f&am arar & 3R Bufored ganrr 38
Tl TFOIol I TR AT ST ST 8

e The vault manager and the Depository regularly reconcile EGR records with the underlying
physical gold, while the Depository also conducts periodic inspections of the vaulted gold.

Jiee Yo 31X RBuifered MIfAd 7 T EGR & JfA@! &1 diee # W aEdias difas aa &
Aot e &, STafoh Bulforedl THT-THT 9T dice & @ A &1 [A0eTo7 8y e 1

Trading of an EGR
Teh EGR &T S9N

o The moment an EGR enters a demat account, it sheds the identity of the gold bar and
begins a life of its own.
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S €Y IS EGR AT WA H WA IRAT &, I8 Aot T 55 T UgdTd F 3ol g 39T Tad
e I W oIdT &

e Unlike physical gold, it can change hands countless times without a single gram moving out of
the vault.

siifas @ & faudia, Ig alele & U A1 AT & 916X [Aehel fo=T 3110 IR 81 Sgel TehaT
gl

e Behind the scenes, the Depos

e The Depository keeps the stock exchanges and clearing corporations updated on newly
created EGRs, while the clearing corporation ensures seamless settlement between the
buyer and the seller.

Rifored A9-AHT EGRs I TR Tt TaFasen 3R Faafer sraies & f@iaT 3uaser
I &, STateh fFerafar wraRere TlieR 3R f&shdr & drer f@ster fuer gl st |

Fungibility
wiafafadt (e fRfaaaan)

e Once an EGR is created, it is no longer tied to a particular gold bar.

Teh IR EGR =Te1 & dlc;, a6 fehdll QI |ia 1 &3 (Gold Bar) & SfsT =1gT g
e Instead, it represents a standard quantity and purity of gold.

S8 T, TG Aol T Teh ATADIFHA AT 3N AT T T A TRIed e |

e S0, when an investor converts an EGR into physical gold, they receive gold of the same
specifications, and not necessarily the very bar that was originally deposited.

saforT, 5/ 1S a2 EGR &1 #ifcreh |t 7 gRafclid cm &, ar 38 dare faferdei
aTelT BT 9IS 1T 8, 31TaRIh 16T foh TET Tl 3l B T8l Sil #eT & § STAT Y 71$ Y|

e This feature, known as fungibility, works together with inter-operability, allowing
investors, wherever possible, to collect their gold from a different eligible vault
location instead of returning to the vault where it was originally deposited.

g fdvar, o wfafafad wgr Sar g, geX-Arfafard & Iy e 1 HTdT g,
Sa® fAderes, ST8T T &1, 3791 Alsl T 3T diee T o & ToliT fordT 37T 9T diee
TYUTeT § TC o Hehdl & 161 a6 Fel &9 & STAT TehaT ar T |

Conversion
TYTATOT (Conversion)

o The lifecycle of an EGR ends when the owner opts for physical delivery.
EGR &7 SfiaeTersh el FHTC i & STa 381 Tareht siiferss Beftad et o fashed gaar g1

e On receiving the request through the Depository, the vault manager hands over the gold
and simultaneously extinguishes the corresponding EGR.

Raifored & AT & Y WIed gl W diee YU Tl A9 oo & 3R @ & T EGR
Y FATCT T ST &

e The Depository then updates the stock exchanges and clearing corporations to keep their
records in sync.

g a1 f3uifored) 310a 3iffod! = gafead TWa & v Ferw TFass 311 Feaafier
FARRAT I IETTeT SATFARRT TGToT FAT &

The EGR ecosystem
EGR uiRfeyfadr aa
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e Unlike physical gold transactions that typically involve only a buyer and a seller, the EGR
brings together multiple regulated entities.

i A F -2 & AT, THHH FHATId: Fad EIER 3R faghdr eanfAe 8d §, EGR
3o RAfaffa GEarsit &1 ve g shsar

e Vault managers safeguard the gold, Depositories maintain electronic ownership records,
stock exchanges facilitate trading, clearing corporations settle transactions, brokers
connect investors to the market, while eligible gold depositors create EGRs and investors
trade.

diee YaeS Tl T GRaT AL &, Buifored saeciae Farffica 3fFal 1 wRaE #id g,
T TFHUAS AR T GITH AT 8, FreraRar HIaRerT d7-8e 1 fAuers Xd &, e
AL &Y SR A A3 &, STafeh UTT TJT STHTRAT EGRS &l [HTOT hta & 3R faeres 3aar
SITIR I B

Should EGRs be part of your portfolio?
FIT EGRs 3T9% NeHIfaraY &1 fgear g anfge?

e EGRs are certainly not a replacement for jewellery.
EGRs TATRud &9 & 3meqwolt o faehed 81 8 |
e Whether they will emerge as a viable alternative to Gold ETFs remains to be seen.

FAT T Mes ETF & Ueh cTIgR Tdehed & &9 F IHLIT, Tg 37301 QT ST 91T &

¢ EGRs combine the convenience of trading electronically while retaining the option of taking
physical delivery of gold.

EGRs Solergiieleh &9 & SATYR et hT FraeT JeleT i &, 1Y & slifcieh det 1 iefiadl ot a1
feheq ot gaT @A ¥

e Every new investment avenue attracts early enthusiasm.
& A1 fraer fasred URIAS 3caTg F1 3H NG Far gl

e Before climbing onto the EGR bandwagon, investors should first understand the framework
behind it.

EGR # T4aer #:¥el & Ugol 1A 2rehl bt SHeh UTes T G SFaEAT Sl HHAST ofell AMB T
e After all, informed investing begins with understanding the product.

AR, G fder 7 3t 3eure i FHge & & el 8
o Knowledge must precede participation.

FATA AT HEAEHY & Tge 31T A1V
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PRAXIS: grazing planet rings

Vasu!evan Mu!unt!

RAXIS is an acronym of
P ‘Planetary Rings Autonomous

EXploration with In-situ
Sampling’ NASA has just selected a
mission concept called ‘PRAXIS’ for its
Innovative Advanced Concepts (NIAC)
2026 phase | funding.
The mission will consist of a bio-inspired
robotic explorer driven by an artificial
intelligence (Al) model. It will be capable
of directly sampling particles from
planetary ring systems — something no
mission has ever attempted before. The
mission’s selection for NIAC was guided
by open guestions in the science of
planets’ rings that NASA’s Planetary
Science Decadal Survey has flagged as
important.
These questions include how planetary
rings form, how they evolve, and what
ring particles are made of.
Rather than fly through a ring — which
would pose collision hazards — PRAXIS
currently plans to just graze the ring
plane. Specifically, once it has picked a
target particle, the spacecraft will
perform a touch-and-go sample of the
particle’s surface using a long
deployable boom, staying at a safe
distance from the moving ring particles.
Once it has a sample, the craft will move
on to another region or gap in the rings
to sample fram another area.
When it has a sample, small instruments
will snag free-floating particles and the

FHIM

James Webb Space Telescope’s view of Saturn’s
atmosphere. SPACE TELESCOPE SCIENCE
INSTITUTE/NASA

Al model will help measure particle size,
porosity, and composition.

Being selected for NIAC phase-I finding
means the PRAXIS team can start
running simulations and studying
system design. If the idea advances to
phase II, the team can start building a
physical prototype. According to its
developers, the PRAXIS sampling system
can be used in missions to study many
ringed planets.

¥

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

27J7. PRAXIS: grazing planet
rings

IFEH (PRAXIS): T8T & aeral 1
F9F HIA FT 90T

e PRAXIS is an acronym of
‘Planetary Rings Autonomous
EXploration with In-situ Sampling’.

PRAXIS &T qUT &9 ‘Planetary Rings
Autonomous EXploration with In-situ
Sampling’ g1

e NASA has just selected a mission
concept called ‘PRAXIS’ for its Innovative

Advanced Concepts (NIAC) 2026 Phase
| funding.

ATEAT (NASA) o gTeT & 7 ‘PRAXIS’ STHH
RIS 3TTROT &7 9T 379 Innovative
Advanced Concepts (NIAC) 2026 Phase
| forayoT & forv fRar &1

e The mission will consist of a bio-
inspired robotic explorer driven by an
artificial intelligence (Al) model.

I AL T S9-9Rd TEife® seaves W
(Artificial Intelligence - Al) #isel FaTfeald

o It will be capable of directly sampling particles from planetary ring systems — something no
mission has ever attempted before.

I TeT & Targ a4t (Planetary Ring Systems) & 18 Uil & F#s Tehd el H H&TH 9T, ST

319 de ToRdr 8 TARIT o et T 9T el fhar gl

e These questions include how planetary rings form, how they evolve, and what ring particles

are made of.

3T AT H Ig AT & Tk ART & T 7l Toldl &, 3oToh [dehTd hdl BIdT &, 2T aed HVIT (Ring
Particles) FI TIT fohd TR T g1 B

e Rather than fly through a ring — which would pose collision hazards — PRAXIS currently
plans to just graze the ring plane.

ToIT & HIR I 33T $RA o TUTT R, T8 eFh< &1 @A (Collision Hazards) 3cde=t g
T §, PRAXIS TddTeT H shad aad del (Ring Plane)a:rme?mgumaaﬁraﬁrznm

AT 6T B

PRAXIS Mission

e PRAXIS stands for Planetary Rings Autonomous EXploration with In-situ Sampling.

e Itis anew robotic mission concept selected by NASA under its Innovative Advanced Concepts
(NIAC) 2026 Phase | programme.

e Think of NIAC as NASA's "innovation laboratory", where bold and futuristic ideas are tested before
becoming real space missions.
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What problem is PRAXIS trying to solve?

Many planets, such as Saturn, Jupiter, Uranus, and Neptune, have beautiful rings.

These rings are made of billions of tiny particles, including:
Ice

Dust

Rock fragments

Scientists still do not know:

How were these rings formed?

How old are they?

Why do some planets have rings while others do not?

What exactly are the ring particles made of?

PRAXIS is designed to answer these questions.

How will PRAXIS work?

Normally, flying directly through a planetary ring would be extremely dangerous because millions of fast-
moving patrticles could collide with the spacecraft.

Instead, PRAXIS will carefully skim (graze) the edge of the ring, just like a boat gently touching the
edge of a floating ice sheet rather than sailing through the middle.

The "Touch-and-Go" Technique

Imagine trying to touch a moving cricket ball with a long stick, collect a tiny bit of its surface, and pull
the stick back—all without stopping the ball.

That is essentially what PRAXIS will do.

It will:

Use Artificial Intelligence (Al) to identify a suitable target particle.

Extend a long robotic arm (deployable boom).

Briefly touch the particle's surface.

Collect a tiny sample.

Retract the arm and move to another location.

This method is called Touch-and-Go Sampling.

What will happen after collecting the sample?

The spacecraft will use miniature scientific instruments to study:

Particle size — Is it tiny like dust or larger like a pebble?

Porosity — Is it solid or full of tiny holes, like a sponge?

Composition — Is it made of ice, rock, dust, or a mixture?

The onboard Al will quickly analyse these observations and help decide the next best particle to
sample.

Why is this mission important?

e |f successful, PRAXIS would become the first mission in history to directly collect samples from a

planetary ring system.

This could help scientists understand:

The origin and evolution of planetary rings.

How planets and their moons formed.

The history of our Solar System.

Although PRAXIS is currently in NIAC Phase |, where simulations and design studies will be carried

out, a successful outcome could lead to Phase I, in which engineers would begin building a physical
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prototype for a future mission.

Why is China’s Al push gaining ground?

How have Chinese firms caught up with leading US. Al models despite chip restrictions? What advantages do Chinese open-source Al models offer over captive

models? How has Beijing supported the growth? What challenges could China face in the future?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
matter of weeks after
Anthropic’s Fable Al model was
launched to great acclaim,
Chinese firm Moonshot Al
released Kimi K3, a model that has
measured up to the Claude model in most
parameters. The notable factor here is
that K3, and a clutch of other models
made in China, are open-weight and/or
open-source, meaning that any company
(or well-resourced individual) can run
them locally.

How is China positioning itself in AI?
At the Shanghai World Al Conference on
July 17, Chinese president Xi Jinping said
that with Al, countries “should adhere to
the principle of openness and win-win
and boost innovation-driven
development”. At least as far as the
currently available open models are
concerned, Chinese firms are walking that
talk.

China faces crucial restrictions on
graphics processing units (GPUs) that are
required for training Al models and
running queries (inference) on them.
However, China has bridged this gap with
abundant electricity access and a larger
quantity of less advanced chips. The
result is models like Kimi K3, which is a
2.8 trillion parameter model.

How have they built a competitive
ecosystem?
Not all open-source models are designed
for those many parameters; Alibaba, the
retail and e-commerce giant that is now
growing significant in-house Al
capabilities, has put out several
lightweight models that have impressed
Al enthusiasts who prefer to run inference
on their own hardware.

China has supported Al research labs
as well as encouraged existing large firms
like Tencent and Baidu to work on Al,

Gearing up: Chinese president Xi Jinping; China’s results are indicative of long-term planning that it had
setin motion for the Al ecosystem. Ap

which has resulted in a multiplicity of
models that have been downloaded
millions of times from platforms like
HuggingFace, with developers
enthusiastically adopting these models for
narrow, tailored use-cases.

One of the most well-known entrants
that challenged U.S. dominance is the
startup DeepSeek, whose models are
available online as well as on an
open-source basis. The Chinese
government has also acted to protect
these firms from being co-opted into the
U.S.-led Al ecosystem, such as by
restricting travel for key personnel and
blocking Facebook parent Meta’s
acquisition of the firm Manus.

‘What does this mean for the global
race?

The difference between open-source and
captive models — Anthropic and OpenAI's

models, as well as most of Google’s, land
in the latter category — is that source code
is not freely shared with the broader Al
developer ecosystem, giving firms a
theoretical edge. But another key
difference that could counteract that
advantage is that open-source models can
be run by third-party providers who
compete with others like them to provide
greater cost predictability.

This is so far a theoretical advantage,
since the U.S’s frontier firms are greatly
subsidising their models; Anthropic is this
month giving out $100 in credits to paying
users to use their Fable model. But once
that exuberance dies down, the focus may
very well shift to infrastructure providers,
who may find open-source models an
attractive offering.

This is, of course, assuming that
open-source models continue to be
provided freely by Chinese firms in the

coming months and years. Alibaba has
already started working on captive Al
models that run on its own infrastructure
and are not open-source.

Since open-source models are
expensive to produce, it may not be a
given that they will be trained at the same
clip, as the companies most capable of
making them may change business
models.

Chinese firms have caught up in
capability, but there remains a trust
deficit, especially in India, on using their
models. Open-sourcing models means
that local firms running on inference
aggregators like Neysa and even the IT
Ministry’s Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-in) make use of
these models, since no question of data
leakage emerges.

‘The bet may very well be that once the
open-source honeymoon ends, and the
world has seen how good Chinese models
are compared to the most advanced
Western counterparts, captive models
may get a second consideration, even
allowing for the geopolitical baggage that
comes with embracing Chinese
technology.

‘Things may not necessarily move in
that direction, as the existing models and
their accompanying literature are being
studied by researchers and labs around
the world.

‘The geopolitical baggage has likely
been a major reason why India, despite
hosting the Al Impact Summit in
February, skipped out on the Shanghai
conference. The government is trying to
encourage domestic champions and hold
off Chinese capital in Indian Al by
promoting firms like Sarvam Al in spite of
scarce resources. However, as noted
above, open-source models have not been
discouraged.

China’s results are indicative of
long-term planning that its government
had set in motion for the Al ecosystem.

‘The next major focus area, Mr. Jinping
indicated in his speech, was Al “moving
from the digital world into the physical
world.”

THE GIST

v

China’s open-source Al push
has rapidly narrowed the
capability gap with U.S. frontier
models, backed by State
support, efficient use of
computing resources, and a
growing ecosystem of
developers and firms.

v

While open models could
reshape the global Al market
through lower-cost
deployment, questions over
long-term business models,
geopolitical trust, and India’s
push for domestic Al
cchampions will influence their
adoption.

27J7. Why is China’s Al push gaining ground?
diet Y FRAF Feftraar (Al) g F afa 741 e @ 82

o A matter of weeks after Anthropic’s Fable Al model was launched to great acclaim, Chinese
firm Moonshot Al released Kimi K3, a model that has measured up to the Claude model in
most parameters.

Anthropic & Fable Al #ISel o dTqeh JIET & HTY wlled gl o e 1 Hocllg G, el el
Moonshot Al & Kimi K3 Sdd faham, St 3ifreier #leferl ©X Claude AISel & Faehal Fele

FLATE

e The notable factor here is that K3, and a clutch of other models made in China, are open-
weight and/or open-source, meaning that any company (or well-resourced individual) can
run them locally.

TG SeolT=iIT dYUT IE & foh K3 JUT A & A fd &3 377 Al 3y=i-d¢ (Open-Weight)
3Ry geT-wRE (Open-Source) §, 3147 1S 8t YT (IT IATCT HATEAT aTell STTFd) Soo
3T TATAT dF W HATTId L TehT g
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How is China positioning itself in Al?

AT T F FHA qEOA (Al) F 87 # FFE THER FRT FIw@TE?

At the Shanghai World Al Conference on July 17, Chinese President Xi Jinping said that
with Al, countries “should adhere to the principle of openness and win-win and boost
innovation-driven development”.

17 Felt$ 1 3T erar$ fared e gefdsrar weAae (Shanghai World Al Conference) #
et & gt oft FraTfiiar o avgt o Al o &1 & 22t T gadeT (Openness) AR TREaRF amer
(Win-Win)%WWWWE’UW—WW(Innovation—Driven
Development) &l AT T AT

At least as far as the currently available open models are concerned, Chinese firms are
walking that talk.

STET doh dTHT H 3UelsY A9l ASed (Open Models) FT H&ET &, it HUfAAT 31967 57 2T
Y IIER H o F19] He s Sl §

China faces crucial restrictions on graphics processing units (GPUs) that are required for
training Al models and running queries (inference) on them.

et 1 nfherd MATAIT IfAew (Graphics Processing Units - GPUs) W #gcaquT Sfdstil sr
JIHAT AT U3 T@T &, ToeTehT 3TaeTehar Al Afgal 3 JTRITUT 92T 37 9 $+H i (Inference)
T & T I B

However, China has bridged this gap with abundant electricity access and a larger quantity
of less advanced chips.

foher] et ¥ 38 ol A It TR Faeg et STeIeUdT AT 398TIhcl ol Seold FRrSy T 3ifereh Tear
& ATCIH A gl
The result is models like Kimi K3, which is a 2.8 trillion parameter model.

gt IRUTH Kimi K3 S ATgell & &9 3 T 3T 8, it 2.8 feforast dmfex arem Atsd g

How have they built a competitive ecosystem?

3o yfaerdf aIRfEufAdr a7 &1 fastr H¥ Far d?

Not all open-source models are designed for those many parameters; Alibaba, the retail
and e-commerce giant that is now growing significant in-house Al capabilities, has put out
several lightweight models that have impressed Al enthusiasts who prefer to run inference
on their own hardware.

Taf INIT-WRE ATST Sclot TRk RFHICT aTel 76T 81t | IrehaTalT (Alibaba), ST Ger Td $-hiae
&1 T T el & 3T 3T 37T Al &THAT3 1 [T T T €, 7 S ge (Lightweight)
HAisel T v 8, foiegier 37 Al Scwnfeat &t yenfard fomar & S 3106 ¥a2f & gT8a W o i
TATAT THE A 8 1

China has supported Al research labs as well as encouraged existing large firms like
Tencent and Baidu to work on Al, which has resulted in a multiplicity of models that have

been downloaded millions of times from platforms like HuggingFace, with developers
enthusiastically adopting these models for narrow, tailored use-cases.

e 7 Al HeTHETT FARTRAT3t st FHS &A1 § U7 Tencent 3R Baidu S 181 shaferat st
Al I BT FIA & foIv Yicarfed frar gl mﬁwmmmg%m
HuggingFace SI¥ #Fal ¥ o@! IR SI3AeNs fohar aram & 3R Saeud & 5+¢ fafrse 3uater-
aRgeal (Use-Cases) & foiw s &9 & 30T 31

One of the most well-known entrants that challenged U.S. dominance is the startup
DeepSeek, whose models are available online as well as on an open-source basis.
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AR & Fe[cd I Aol ot aTel T TRI AT JTAIAGT & & Teh TIEIT DeepSeek &,
TSTEeh AlSeT HieTelTSeT ST § T NTT-WRY TR 0 37 ForsT 8|
e The Chinese government has also acted to protect these firms from being co-opted into the

U.S.-led Al ecosystem, such as by restricting travel for key personnel and blocking
Facebook parent Meta’s acquisition of the firm Manus.

et TFR o 37 Faft bt IARFT-AGeT arer Al R 77 7 sFafoa g dsa= &
TorT 8ff shea 3aTT 8, SIA Y@ S{HAT T AT R T @M1 4T Facebook T #eT shueir
Meta GaRT Manus & 3181807 &l AehedT|

What does this mean for the global race?

IRTw vfaeau’ & forw s w7 3rF &7

e The difference between open-source and captive models — Anthropic and OpenAl’s
models, as well as most of Google’s, land in the latter category — is that source code is not
freely shared with the broader Al developer ecosystem, giving firms a theoretical edge.

MNIA-T 3R Falles (captive) ATST & T 37X g & [ Anthropic, OpenAl d2T Google &
31f&renier Afsel a1 aTelr Aol 7 31T &, 5781 A 3 (source code) Y AT Al STIUX
TR a5 & A TadaR & § G137 81 61 ordr, [ safaar s deyifaes sed ured
BT 81

e But another key difference that could counteract that advantage is that open-source models
can be run by third-party providers who compete with others like them to provide greater
cost predictability.

T Ueh 31 HgTa Ul A, ST 36 o T HJTold Y Thll &, T & Toh INYT-HIE FAlsel
qeI-g8T eTaT (third-party providers) HaTfeid Y Hehd €, ST e AT TaleAFdT (cost
predictability) JeTeT aet & forw 3T9d & yfaeayT #&d g

e This is so far a theoretical advantage, since the U.S.’s frontier firms are greatly subsidising
their models; Anthropic is this month giving out $100 in credits to paying users to use their
Fable model.

RrelgTer I8 Shadl Ueh Acyifce oTe §, Fifch AT Y 1ot Al FIRAIT 379 Fisell hr ART
|fewsT & W &; Anthropic 38 HgHeT 379+ Fable ATSel 3T 3TATT Yot & foIT ST Fat aTer
3YGIITRATT I 100 ST T shsT TeTd Y BT B

e But once that exuberance dies down, the focus may very well shift to infrastructure
providers, who may find open-source models an attractive offering.

fohe] ST Ig 3CATE e §1 STUI, TId &ATeT HaTadl: HAWTAT Ferawat (infrastructure
providers) & 3R TATATARA 81T, ST ANIA-HRF ATSH FI Teh HYH [dhed & FT H ST Thd
gl

e This is, of course, assuming that open-source models continue to be provided freely by
Chinese firms in the coming months and years.

g, TaraTiaess 9 J, 5T RO 9T TR & 6 317 arel AT 3R aut 7 i Fafa=r sive-
WRE Afse oo STty el el

e Alibaba has already started working on captive Al models that run on its own infrastructure
and are not open-source.

Alibaba ¥ UgoY & V& Felles Al ATSe [ahiAd el T S YRFH R AT e, S 30% TaIT &
AEAT AT I oA & 31T 3NeT-8RE =181 &
e Since open-source models are expensive to produce, it may not be a given that they will be

trained at the same clip, as the companies most capable of making them may change
business models.

Afer 3NIT-HRE AT IR FAT AN 81T &, SATAT Ig AR 761 § 6 371 faerrar 3
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gfRueToT 3T ITfT F SIRY W9, FAITH 3o [Gh i Ad el H FETH hUTAAT 391 SATTHITAF AlSel

o TehcT 8

e Chinese firms have caught up in capability, but there remains a trust deficit, especially in
India, on using their models.

fh?h#ﬁ%é?%ﬁﬁﬂﬁéﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ%%@hﬂ%ﬁ
3eTch ATSTIl o 3UTNIT T oIk 3780 off fream iy wat (trust deficit)a?ﬁgé%|

e Open-sourcing models means that local firms running on inference aggregators like
Neysa and even the IT Ministry’s Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) make
use of these models, since no question of data leakage emerges.

ATSal Y INTT-WRE FIA 1 37T T8 § fF Neysa JH 5eHIF Tlate 0 HRRT LA FYiar
AT TS FATOrT FY FYEI ST REied & (CERT-In) 877 3T FISll T 3TANT FHY Hbell
&, FIifer VT 321 ol 8l T 9T 3ot gl gidT!

e The bet may very well be that once the open-source honeymoon ends, and the world has
seen how good Chinese models are compared to the most advanced Western
counterparts, captive models may get a second consideration, even allowing for the
geopolitical baggage that comes with embracing Chinese technology.

HATIAT g & bl & Toh ST IIT-ARF FT ITRIAF HTHIOT GATCT &) Seen 3R g g ew
T T el Al 319 Gl 3ot iRt gHapatt T Joretr H o) Tetd €, d Felles Aiser
ﬁy:ﬁm@m%mm,mammﬁmmﬁ@a&mﬁmw

AT

e Things may not necessarily move in that direction, as the existing models and their
accompanying literature are being studied by researchers and labs around the world.

gTelifeh, 3TTaRTh Aar fop TRIEATIAT 34T feem 7 3m3t §¢, Fifer gaaeT Arse 3R 378 gafaa
HTECT T IETTA TALTIH & METHATIHT TUT HTHUTT AT ST T 517 TET 8 |

e The geopolitical baggage has likely been a major reason why India, despite hosting the Al
Impact Summit in February, skipped out on the Shanghai conference.

A : TET - TsTellfcreh AIgT JIE HRUT I@T foh 8T, BIadl & Al Impact Summit T ASTaT=AT
ERCKEIC Qmﬁmﬂaﬁemaﬁgml

o The government is trying to encourage domestic champions and hold off Chinese capital in
Indian Al by promoting firms like Sarvam Al in spite of scarce resources.

THR WAT FHETEET & FTaoie Sarvam Al SIET el s NedTigd Hieh R Al 87 H 8y

3reroft Faferat sl sgrar St quT =l it & FeTa I WA et T 9AH FE
e However, as noted above, open-source models have not been discouraged.
gTalifen, ST foh 3R 3eord fohaT 31T §, 3NIT-HI ATSe I gdlcaliad sTar fohdT AT g

e China’s results are indicative of long-term planning that its government had set in motion
for the Al ecosystem.

T Y ITATSHAT T ST T Tohd & [ 3T PR o Al IiRFEfad a7 & v defwfas
FISTAT Ugel &7 3TRFH FT a7 AN

e The next major focus area, Mr. Jinping indicated in his speech, was Al “moving from the
Why has India moved to take
down BitChat repositories?

What is BitChat? Can communication tools be blocked for their potential misuse?

Rizmi Lia M.

The story so far:
he Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (14C),
under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, directed GitHub on July
23 to remove repositories hosting BitChat,
the Bluetooth mesh messaging
application developed by X co-founder
Jack Dorsey, stating that the app could be
exploited to coordinate unlawful
assemblies and circumvent lawful
restrictions imposed by competent
authorities during situations involving
public order. The order comes at a time
when repeated internet shutdowns near
protest sites have led protesters to
increasingly rely on Bluetooth-enabled
messaging platforms such as BitChat for
communication.

What is BitChat?

BitChat is a decentralised peer-to-peer
messaging application that operates over
Bluetooth mesh networks. It requires no

internet connection, no servers and no
phone numbers.

Traditional messaging apps depend on
centralised infrastructure that can be
monitored, censored or disabled. BitChat
creates ad hoc communication networks
using only devices in physical proximity,
with each device acting as both a client
and a server, automatically discovering
peers and relaying messages across
multiple hops to extend the network’s
reach.

According to the platform, this
approach provides censorship resistance,
surveillance resistance and infrastructure
independence. The network remains
functional during internet outages,
natural disasters, protests, or in regions
with limited connectivity.

What does the order say?
The order directs GitHub to disable access
to three repositories, including the
Android application and its release files,
within three hours.

It also warns that failure to comply

could invite criminal prosecution.

According to the order, the application
enables anonymous communication
without mandatory user registration,
phone number verification or centralised
logging of communications. It states that
the application’s technical architecture
significantly impedes lawful interception,
attribution and investigation by law
enforcement agencies.

It further states that since
communications occur directly between
nearby devices through a decentralised
mesh network, the platform can be
misused to evade lawful surveillance,
facilitate anonymous coordination and
circumvent lawful restrictions imposed by
competent authorities during situations
involving public order, riots, terrorism,
organised crime or internet shutdowns.

The order also states that “such
decentralised communication platforms
are capable of being exploited for
coordinating unlawful assemblies, violent
protests, dissemination of
misinformation, radicalisation, criminal

conspiracies, and other activities
prejudicial to the sovereignty and
integrity of India, defence of India,
security of the State, public order, and for
facilitating the commission of cognizable
offences.”

‘What does the law say?

The order, Notice No. 1072601011432,
was issued at 11.16 p.m. on July 23 under
Section 79(3)(b) of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, read with Rule
3(1)(d) of the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

Section 79(3)(b) provides that an
intermediary may lose its safe harbour
protection if, upon receiving actual
knowledge or being notified by the
appropriate government or its agency that
any information, data or communication
link residing in or connected to a
computer resource controlled by the
intermediary is being used to commit an
unlawful act, it fails to expeditiously
remove or disable access to that material
without vitiating the evidence in any
manner.

However, Section 79 itself does not
confer a blocking power. Blocking
directions are ordinarily issued under
Section 69A of the IT Act and the Blocking
Rules, 2009, which require a hearing and
reasons recorded in writing, subject to
review.

It empowers the Union government to
direct the blocking of public access to
information on grounds such as national

security, public order and the prevention
of incitement to the commission of
cognisable offences. Such orders are
required to follow the procedure
prescribed under the law.

‘Why is the order being criticised?
The Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF)
criticised the order, arguing that it relies
on the application’s potential for misuse
rather than identifying any unlawful
content hosted in the repositories.
“Anticipated misuse of a communications
tool is not a lawful basis to prohibit the
tool,” the organisation said.

The order directs GitHub to “remove
and disable access to the concerned URLs
within three hours of the issue of this
communication without vitiating
evidence in any manner.”

According to IFF, the notice, issued
close to midnight, fails the
proportionality standard laid down by the
Supreme Court in Anuradha Bhasin v.
Union of India (2020).

In Anuradha Bhasin, the Supreme
Court held that “the degree of restriction
and the scope of the same, both
territorially and temporally, must stand in
relation to what is actually necessary to
combat an emergent situation.” The court
observed that the principle of
proportionality requires restrictions to be
tailored to the territorial extent of the
restriction, the stage of the emergency,
the nature of the urgency, the duration of
the restrictive measure and the nature of
the restriction.
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digital world into the physical world.”

aﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂwwﬁmﬁm%mqg@wmmmwﬁﬁwgﬁwmﬁm
gferaT T 3] 3R A1 g

27J7. Why has India moved to take down BitChat repositories?
R & BitChat Rutfaredl geret Y FRars Fat Y &2

The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I14C), under the Ministry of Home Affairs,
directed GitHub on July 23 to remove repositories hosting BitChat, the Bluetooth mesh
messaging application developed by X co-founder Jack Dorsey, stating that the app could
be exploited to coordinate unlawful assemblies and circumvent lawful restrictions imposed
by competent authorities during situations involving public order.

7§ FHATT & 37efleT HRART WIS A9 §Ha &g (Indian Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre - 14C) a¥ 23 J[@T§ &I GitHub T fadier &2 fo g BitChat T RuifereRal #1 gerw| X &
HE-HEUTT A% ST (Jack Dorsey) GaRT Tashfd I5 se[gd AT WL YUl (Bluetooth Mesh
Messaging) 3TEITRd 91T AT &9 & ey FHI3At (Unlawful Assemblies) & FH=a U1
W% SqaEAT (Public Order) & Fafera gk # Fae wferIRar garT eeme 91w 3y
gfaset & sa=) & forw Iuer i 5 devar

The order comes at a time when repeated internet shutdowns near protest sites have led
protesters to increasingly rely on Bluetooth-enabled messaging platforms such as BitChat
for communication.

g TSR VW THT 7 SR TR a7 § ST UG2TeT Tell & I IR-IR gl aTe) $eqle a¢
(Internet Shutdowns) & SHRUT F&TTehRT HAR & fAT BitChat SI¥ sgy-HaTH Haer Fal
(Bluetooth-Enabled Messaging Platforms) Waﬁﬁﬁmmﬁﬁl

What is BitChat?
BitChat FaT &7

BitChat is a decentralised peer-to-peer messaging application that operates over
Bluetooth mesh networks.

BitChat Ueh fadedlige daR-g-dIaX W2 39T (Decentralised Peer-to-Peer Messaging

Application) &, i Se[g¥ AY Aead (Bluetooth Mesh Networks) TR & T g
It requires no internet connection, no servers and no phone numbers.

% [T SeTAC HAFAT, HAT 37UAT BT Fa Y 3TIRIHT AT BlciT|

Traditional messaging apps depend on centralised infrastructure that can be monitored,
censored or disabled.

URAR HER IHTIANT (Messaging Apps) FEFd Fa@Ta (Centralised Infrastructure) @
R g €, ToaThr farRreiy i 5 TerdT &, e TTR T ST dehar & 3rar fafSea fomar s

HhaT gl

BitChat creates ad hoc communication networks using only devices in physical proximity,
with each device acting as both a client and a server, automatically discovering peers and
relaying messages across multiple hops to extend the network’s reach.

BitChat shael foiehe €U ITIUI T IUANT I dlchlfeld UK Aeds (Ad Hoc
Communication Networks) ST &, for e gcde 3UaoT Famge (Client) 3R W& (Server)
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ST & &G 7 HR AT § TUT TTAITIT T F 3T YN T g1 ek 37aieh TR (Multiple
Hops) & ATEIH ¥ Tl 33N aXdl g, mﬁﬁﬁ%@rqgﬂaamﬁl

According to the platform, this approach provides censorship resistance, surveillance
resistance and infrastructure independence.

HY & 3TER, Jg TOTen ERFAT 9fAqer (Censorship Resistance), faammeit wfaier
(Surveillance Resistance) T 3@WI=T § T (Infrastructure Independence) J&Tet
AT

The network remains functional during internet outages, natural disasters, protests, orin
regions with limited connectivity.

g Acash SeaAe aIfera B, Wi fad 3maersit, faer weetat sraar WA dues arer avt 7 off
RIS IAT IEaT &

What does the order say?
TSR H FIT HET IATE?

The order directs GitHub to disable access to three repositories, including the Android
application and its release files, within three hours.

3G F GitHub 1 fader fear arar § o ag dier gel & $iar e RuiforeRat, S vgias
39T (Android Application) 7T 3T Refiar W15l (Release Files) 8fr anfaer €, aa?qg”?r
= AfSpT g

It also warns that failure to comply could invite criminal prosecution.

3 F g o AcATae &Y 1S & o JreTaTeNeT o ahdel IR eIy rfdrsret (Criminal
Prosecution) I &RATs 6T ST Thell &1

According to the order, the application enables anonymous communication without
mandatory user registration, phone number verification or centralised logging of
communications.

3MTERT o 3TTAR, TE eTHANT AT SUANTHAT TlF0T (User Registration), el dat
AT+ (Phone Number Verification) 3raaT §#aR & #dlgd AfAa@e (Centralised

Logging) & Sl I=Is =R (Anonymous Communication) 3T Gam Fere i g |

It states that the application’s technical architecture significantly impedes lawful
interception, attribution and investigation by law enforcement agencies.

3TTERT H gl I1AT ¢ o S TS hT Ahaiteht ELFT (Technical Architecture) FTeleT Faeiel
wSif&aT (Law Enforcement Agencies) GaRT dufeles 3@ (Interception), UgdTe faeor
(Attribution) TT ST (Investigation) T IfHAT FT IeoE=i1T T & T1fAT FAT B

It further states that since communications occur directly between nearby devices through a
decentralised mesh network, the platform can be misused to evade lawful surveillance,
facilitate anonymous coordination and circumvent lawful restrictions imposed by competent
authorities during situations involving public order, riots, terrorism, organised crime or
internet shutdowns.

(decentralised mesh network) & HTEIH W gIdT ¢, $HTAT 50 & T geudIT 38 fAaRme
(surveillance) & o, IHATH FHaY ! YITH Tl AT ok STIET, &N, HTcihare, Fafod
IR 3720AT Feoie a1 ST IR AT 7 Tare wieRat ganT srene v der ufaest

X TFAR et & TAT TR ST Tha 1

The order also states that “such decentralised communication platforms are capable of
being exploited for coordinating unlawful assemblies, violent protests, dissemination of
misinformation, radicalisation, criminal conspiracies, and other activities prejudicial to the
sovereignty and integrity of India, defence of India, security of the State, public order,
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and for facilitating the commission of cognizable offences.”

3 7 Ig $f gl 31§ o6 U el §9R A (decentralised communication
platforms) T 3U2NT r3er W3T, e wgelal, s1maAs F=Ir (misinformation) & Y&R,
FEeaIFOT (radicalisation), JTAITAE wgF=T AT AR T FHeLAT I WS, 7R Y W&,
TS Y Y&, AN sqqEGT o Yciehel 3= IATATIGT 4T Ferar IR (cognizable offences)
Y GaTH FeTed o foIT fomam S geelr 817

What does the law say?
FTeTeT FAT FEeT 87

The order, Notice No. 11072601011432, was issued at 11.16 p.m. on July 23 under Section
79(3)(b) of the Information Technology Act, 2000, read with Rule 3(1)(d) of the
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021.

Ig 37T, AEH HEAT 11072601011432, 23 FelT§ 1 UMY 11:16 &t T Wiy
Frfafaar, 2000 F1 €RT 79(3)(b) AT e WA (FeaTy Ranfarder va e wAfzar
AR GiEam) Bad, 2021 & s 3(1)(d) F 3iaeTa I T I

Section 79(3)(b) provides that an intermediary may lose its safe harbour protection if,
upon receiving actual knowledge or being notified by the appropriate government or its
agency that any information, data or communication link residing in or connected to a
computer resource controlled by the intermediary is being used to commit an unlawful act, it
fails to expeditiously remove or disable access to that material without vitiating the evidence
in any manner.

¥R 79(3)(b) & TER, A Fohdll FEATY (intermediary) T ARECIdeh SATAHRY TTec &1 AT
3YYFT TFHR IHUAT 3HRT Tordl SaRT g FId T ST foh 3k FAzr=omelier shegex dames &
39S T 38Y 3 ohaly Frar, 3T 3ryar Tar Toleh 7 39T fohdlt 3rder Feg & forw foamam s
YT ¥, 3R T foe ae ot fohdlt Toh Fanfae e 3 Hreralt bt frerelr & getet A1 3HH Tga
AT e H AP Ww/AT§, HTEEMWWW (safe harbour protection) @I HehdT
gl

However, Section 79 itself does not confer a blocking power.
gTcllTeh, &IRT 79 T 3G (blocking) Fr AfFd TereT T8t |

Blocking directions are ordinarily issued under Section 69A of the IT Act and the Blocking
Rules, 2009, which require a hearing and reasons recorded in writing, subject to review.

3raer Gt fAder (blocking directions) AT ST JTARTH I eRT 69A T2T saifehar
e, 2009 & 3icETa SR fhw S &, Torerdt gerans, faf@a wrott &1 sffreae qurae &
Y& Hr cgaraT g1 B

It empowers the Union government to direct the blocking of public access to information on
grounds such as national security, public order and the prevention of incitement to the
commission of cognisable offences.

TE &g AL T TS GI&TT, Al SqIEYT TAT HAY IRl & oI 3 hr It ory
SHTERY O AT Teh HIHoleh TET Pl IaeEY Hlol 1 TS0 e T JUFR FeTet Y 81

Such orders are required to follow the procedure prescribed under the law.

U JCRIT Y HleleT GaRT TR TTshaT ohT UTefet et 3Taegeh el &

Why is the order being criticised?

S TSR Y HTAIAT FAT Y AT T 872
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e The Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF) criticised the order, arguing that it relies on the
application’s potential for misuse rather than identifying any unlawful content hosted in the
repositories.

eI WISH WIS (IFF) o S e ohl JTeilerelr et §U el foh g Reffferedy 31 3eersey
Tandit 3rder ATeTaft Y TEeTel S¥et o ST shalel 3TTVNT & HHIIcT GUATIT T JHTeTehT T
3TeTRA B

o “Anticipated misuse of a communications tool is not a lawful basis to prohibit the tool,” the
organisation said.

IS o ohgT, “foRdy IR 3YHIOT (communications tool) & THTTAT GEUNIT Y JATRIRT AT
3 gfaa T Xt T IY TR LT & Thar|”

e The order directs GitHub to “remove and disable access to the concerned URLSs within three
hours of the issue of this communication without vitiating evidence in any manner.”

TSR 7 GitHub Y fader e aram § 1 98 59 TuR & SR @ & et 6 & 8fiax e faa URL
ﬁmamm@rqgaﬁma#,ﬁmmﬁmﬁm&waﬁqaﬁa%m

e According to IFF, the notice, issued close to midnight, fails the proportionality standard
laid down by the Supreme Court in Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India (2020).

IFF & 38R, FEANTA & fovere STRY R a1 g Afeq 3reRre s7elieT T IR 69 (2020)
AH H Faled AT eaRT AR Areqafashar & AT (proportionality standard) 9
TR T STl

¢ In Anuradha Bhasin, the Supreme Court held that “the degree of restriction and the scope

of the same, both territorially and temporally, must stand in relation to what is actually
necessary to combat an emergent situation.”

IITT ST ATHCT F Hafod FATATerT A et U1 o “afdieer S diAr 3R 3@t g, e aur
Wmaﬁqﬁeﬁﬁ,wwﬁgéqmﬁﬁmﬁ%mwﬁﬁamamwam
o 378 gleT ATgT|”

e The court observed that the principle of proportionality requires restrictions to be tailored to
the territorial extent of the restriction, the stage of the emergency, the nature of the
urgency, the duration of the restrictive measure and the nature of the restriction.

=T = g 81 gl Toh ATeTaTirehalT (proportionality) & RAEHI & 3HTHR FTciael &l 3a7eh
&R R, ITATATRYTY & =R, Archifasar 1 whfa, vldeer S srafer, qur wfaae # ygfa &
3778 ToefiRe foham STiar =g e
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27J7 | 3 Great Indian Bustard chicks placed in rewilding tunnel

e 3f3ae a¥es & 3 TAT I Tordeaor FLoT 7 @ v

27J7 | India’s first dengue vaccine arrives with a crucial safety caveat

I T Tgell SI T U Agcaqor FaTr Jaeh wraar & ary 3w

27J7. 3 Great Indian Bustard chicks placed in
3 Great Indian Bustard chicks rewilding tunnel

placed in rewilding tunnel I 3Tt aved & 3 Al FY TeAdeAHI0T GET H @M

In a first, three chicks of the endangered Great IAT
Indian Bustard have been moved into a
custom-built rewilding tunnel at the Godawan

Conservation Centre in Ramdevra, Jaisalmer. The e In afirst, three chicks of the endangered Great Indian
€9.25-crore facility prepares captive-bredbirds ;5131 have been moved into a custom-built rewilding tunnel

for life in the wild by minimising human contact . . -
and copying their natural habitat. The Great at the Godawan Conservation Centre in Ramdevra, Jaisalmer.

Indian Bustard is the State bird of Rajasthan. The

chicks will remain in the tunnel for about four

months under CCTV surveillance. The food will

be provided without direct human contact. rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Following the rewilding phase, the chicks will be Gl EATILAEERT

released into Desert National Park. en mber : 9971932488
= = = -
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TEel IR, FAeAIT AT $AT aweS & ol T A AW & THSAN FrereT Mgraror waTor Fg A
Ty &0 & AT qard=ietor G397 (rewilding tunnel) H TAT=IIAR fohar arar g1

o The ¥9.25-crore facility prepares captive-bred birds for life in the wild by minimising human
contact and copying their natural habitat.

%9.25 FU3 T 37 FIIET T 3T F& Tl (captive-bred) ¥ IR fhT 7T TETat T ATd
| ~IATH T §U AT Iofeh ATepfereh AT S TRRFATTIT T 31efehT0T iXeh STaredl & Sfael &
foT IR FET B

e The Great Indian Bustard is the State bird of Rajasthan.
AT 3T TTcS TTEUT FT U7 9aft &1

e The chicks will remain in the tunnel for about four months under CCTV surveillance.
Y Tl ST TR AGA cioh A forredt &7 5@ g 7 |

e The food will be provided without direct human contact.
3ot HISTeT TcTeT AT U & (AT 3T HIAT ST

e Following the rewilding phase, the chicks will be released into Desert National Park.

YAGINHIOT (rewilding) TROT & dTe; $o1 il I SAE ALAeTel I & BIS ferr v

India’s first dengue vaccine arrives
with a crucial safety caveat

could be responsible for enhanci

e in children who have not had an infection yet in their in such cases, the vaccine could simulate a

infection in the body, resulting in protection against DENV

1 and DENV-2 infections but not against a DENV-3 infection

Swaminathan §

the country’s first dengue vaccine,

Qdenga. It is designed and claimed

to protect against the four
serotypes of the dengue-causing virus,
called DENV-1 to DENV-4. Young children
as well as adults (aged 4-60 years),
irrespective of whether they have had
dengue before, may be vaccinated with

l ndia's drug regulator just approved

More than 40 countries have already
Py Qdenga, which is
by the Japanese pharmaceutical company
‘Takeda. That said, data from clinical trials
that Takeda published in 2019, 2020, and
2024 on the vaccine’s efficacy raise a
specific concern about its abilities.

Rationale of dengue vaccines
All the four DENV serotypes are prevalent
in India. Each serotype is different from
the other such that an immune response
to one may not necessarily protect against
another. A person who has experienced a
natural dengue infection will carry
antibodies to the specific DENV serotype
in their serum, and the person will be
said to be seropositive. A person who has
not been exposed to a natural DENV
infection will not carry denguc antibodies
and is said to be sero:

‘When a seronegative person contracts
a first DENV infection for the first time,
they will develop antibodies to that
particular DENV serotype. When this
person, seropositive for that particular
DENV serotype, suffers a second infection
by another DENV serotype, there is a
non-zero chance that they may
experience severe dengue. This is

avoid ADE. Any safe and effective vaccine
for dsnguc must be ‘tetravalent’ -
meaning it must target all four DENV
serotypes. sunullaneomly and equzl}y Ifa
dengue vaccine fails to protect against
even one serotype, it will keep the door
open to ADE in future.

It is quite clear that the efficacy and
safety of a dengue vaccine are linked to
each other as two sides of the same coin.
And Qdenga’s phase-3 trial efficacy data
need to be understood through this lens.

Phase-3 trial

‘Takeda set up a large phase-3 trial
involving around 20,000 healthy children
(4-16 years old) across eight Latin
American and Asian countries where
dengue is endemic to assess Qdenga’s
safety and efficacy. The results from this
trial were first published in 2019, with
additional data published in 2020 and

The efficacy and safety
through this lens.ceTrvmces

2024. Around two-thirds of the children
in the trial received Qdenga while the
remaining third received a saline solution.
Then the researchers compared the

The consequences of contracting
a secondary DENV-4 infection by
seronegative children cannot be
predicted slnce we do no( know

vaccine efficacy between the
The efficacy was defined to mean the
ability of Qdenga to prevent dengue
infections and resultant hospitalisation.

If the vaccine worked as intended, one
would expect fewer cases of dengue in
the vaccinated group versus in the
unvaccinated group. And this was true. In
the vaccinated group, five children out of
1,000 contracted a DENV infection while
in the unvaccinated group, 24 children
per 1,000 contracted a DENV infection.
‘This translates to an overall efficacy of
about 80%.

Overall, Takeda's investigators
stratified their participants into
seropositive and seronegative groups
before administering the vaccine. The
efficacy was about 82% and 75% in these
two groups, respectively. These seem like
solid numbers ~ but the devil is in the
details.

“Variable VE
1f you look at the results stratified by
DENV serotype as well, a
granular detail, which could actually be a
potential safety signal, emerges. In
thxldm who were seronegative prior to

ible to DENV-3

DENV-4; in India, lhe number of
such children facing this risk
could be very large

Qdenga were 25% more likely to be
infected by DENV-3 relative to
unvaccinated children.

The number of DENV-4 cases during
the trial were 5o low (in the seropsitive
group) or totally absent (in the
seronegative group) that the efficacy of
Qdenga for DENV-4 is essentially
unknown. The efficacy was high against
DENV-1 and -2, irrespective of the

infection in the body, resulting in
protection against DENV-1 and DENV-2
infections — but not against a DENV-3

n.

And if such children were to contract a
natural DENV-3 infection, they will have a
25% higher likelihood of falling sick, as
this will be a secondary dengue infection
linked to potential ADE.

Need for screening
‘The consequences of contracting a
secondary DENV-4 infection by such
children cannot be predicted since we do
not know of Qdenga’s efficacy against
DENV-4. At a conservative estimate of 40
million children in India, with only under
30% of them estimated to be seropositive
for dengue, the number of seronegative
children facing this heightened risk could
be very large.

serostatus at baseline.

The i had
noted these observations in Takeda's
2020 and 2024 papers as well.

They also persistently referred to this
feature of their vaccine as “variable VE
against the different serotypes™ and
described it as a “numerical imbalance”
in the number of dengue infections.

The data clearly demonstrate that
Qdenga does not offer protection against
DENV-3 and could in fact actually be

for dengue in

infection were noticeably more numerous
in the vaccinated group than in the
unvaccinated group. In other words,
seronegative children vaccinated with

children who have not had a dengue
infection yet in their lives. In such cases,
Qdenga - being a live dengue vaccine —
could simulate a primary dengue

Ina paper in Nature Medicine on July
25, from Imperial College
London modelled the health impact of
Qdenga in a population and concluded
that it would be safer for seronegative
recipients ~ especially children - to be
screened for prior dengue exposure
before receiving the shot.

In sum, ignoring the DENV-3 safety
signal in seronegative children could be a
costly and avoidable mistake, and should
be avoided through screening.

S. Swaminathan is mnrzd pm[mnro[
biology from BITS Pilani-Hyderabad and a
former scientist in the area
vaccinology at ICGEB, New Delhi.
(ssn225@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Qdenga is designed and
claimed to protect against the
four serotypes of the
dengue-causing virus, called
DENV-1 to DENV-4

v

Data from clinical trials that
Takeda published in 2019,
2020, and 2024 on the
vaccine's efficacy raise a
specific concer about ts
abilities

Ina paper in Noture Medicine
on July 25, researchers
modelied the health impact of
Qdenga in a population and
concluded that it would be
safer for seronegative
recipients — especially children
—to be screened for prior
dengue exposure before
receiving the shot
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27J7. India’s first dengue vaccine arrives with a crucial safety caveat

HI T IgelT 39 ST T AgcdqoT &t Hatll Wraemsi & vy 3mar

All the four DENV serotypes are prevalent in India.
HRA H DENV & |3t IR ¥Ry yafed & |

A person who has experienced a natural dengue infection will carry antibodies to the specific
DENV serotype in their serum, and the person will be said to be seropositive.

TS1e caferd @Y TTepfcieh &9 & SI] Hh#0T &1 Feohl 81T &, 3k ARA & 3 fafrse DENV #RIesT
& fasey ufafds (Antibodies) 3ufEud gia €, 3R 0 cafara &1 @RWifaIfed (Seropositive)
FEl AT g

A person who has not been exposed to a natural DENV infection will not carry dengue
antibodies and is said to be seronegative.

SiY SafebeT TTepfceh DENV HHAOT o T & w761 31T &, 38eh IR H 397 & gfaifis =gl gld 31
30 WRSEedT (Seronegative) FgT ST &1

When a seronegative person contracts a first DENV infection for the first time, they will
develop antibodies to that particular DENV serotype.

9 FIS HRIET (Seronegative) STTFd Ugell R DENV HHAUT T Th{Ad eIl &, e 38
R # 39 faw DENV d@Riersy & favey afafis fawfid & d £

When this person, seropositive for that particular DENV serotype, suffers a second infection
by another DENV serotype, there is a hon-zero chance that they may experience severe
dengue.

ST9 FgY Sk, St 3 faAw DENV #RYersd & fow #Riifafea (Seropositive) g g glar &,
foell 3= DENV ¥RIETST & q&Y I HshiAd Bicll &, o 38eh 73X 397 (Severe Dengue) &
RS 1Y T FHTTAT F=iY gl o

This is because the antibodies produced against the first DENV serotype may actually
enhance infection by the second DENV serotype.

UET SETAT BIdT & Fifeh Tge DENV HRIEST & faeets aef Gidiis aredd # gal DENV
WRIEET & ThAUT T TEaT S Tohd & |

This is called antibody-dependent enhancement (ADE).

8 vdaTE)-forsit HaHe (Antibody-Dependent Enhancement — ADE) &gl STdT &1

The holy grail of dengue vaccines is to avoid ADE.

ST Ereht T HEX 3582 ADE & F1d AT el ¢

Any safe and effective vaccine for dengue must be tetravalent — meaning it must target all
four DENV serotypes simultaneously and equally.

ST & fov 1S of RiaTe 3iR warrelr Erehr 2ETAdT (Tetravalent) gl 1R, 3741 38 DENV &
Tt IR ERIEEUY T U 1 AR AT 9 T 8T FoleTT A1igy |

GS Paper IlI: Internal Security 27July 2026
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India scaling new heights in defence production: PM
T 3c9Tee H HR 75 FaATSdl © 6T o T
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India scaling new heights
in defence production: PM

India is continuously strengthening its technological capabilities, says Modi in Mann Ki Baat

address; he lauds Indian sportspersons, students for their achievements in respective fields

QQ Whether it is defence .
production, defence

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia is continuously
l scaling new heights in

defence production,
defence exports, and polit-
ical cooperation with
friendly nations, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
on Sunday in the latest epi-
sode of Mann Ki Baat, his
monthly radio address.

Mr. Modi also paid tri-
butes to the soldiers who
sacrificed their lives during
the Kargil War in 1999.

India was continuously
strengthening its techno-
logical capabilities, he
said. Citing the induction
of INS Mahendragiri into
the Indian Navy, he said
the modern warship had
been designed and built in
India. More than 75% of the
materials used in it are in-
digenous. “It is a symbol of
the growing strength of an
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. This
very month, the Defence
Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO)
also successfully tested the
Pinaka Long-Range Guided
Rocket. Behind this suc-
cess lies the collective per-
severance of our scientists
and engineers. The DRDO

exports, or political cooperation g & 5

o

with friendly nations, India is -

continuously scaling new heights.
Global confidence in India’s
defence equipment and

technology is growing
NARENDRA MODI

Prime Minister

=g

also successfully tested the
Kusha missile,” he said.
“Whether it is defence
production, defence ex-
ports, or political coopera-
tion with friendly nations,
India is continuously scal-
ing new heights. Earlier
this month, [ was in Indo-
nesia, where a major
agreement regarding Brah-
Mos and Astra missiles was
concluded. Global confi-
dence in India’s defence
equipment and technology
is growing,” Mr. Modi said.

Remarkable feats

Wishing the Indian contin-
gent the very best for the
Commonwealth Games,
which began in Glasgow a
few days ago, the Prime Mi-
nister said people across
the country hoped that the

players and athletes would
perform exceptionally well
and make the nation
proud. “Our youth have
achieved remarkable feats
in sports recently. PV.
Sindhu has become the
first Indian to win the Ja-
pan Open title in badmin-
ton; the entire nation is
proud of this achievement
of hers,” he said.

He said the Indian wo-
men’s cricket team had
won the first-ever women’s
Test match at Lord’s in
London. “This is a historic
victory. But that is not all.
In the long history of
Lord’s, this was the first
Test match played by a wo-
men’s team. It was on this
very ground that India won
her first Cricket World Cup
in 1983. Now, our ‘Nari

TRl 3cUTe H HR 15 FATSAT § 6T §: T

Shakti’ has brought glory
to the nation there,” he
said.

Mr. Modi said “our
young friends” were also
bringing glory to India in
the field of science. “Olym-
piads in Physics, Chemis-
try, Biology, and Mathe-
matics were held just this
month. The Indian contin-
gent delivered a spectacu-
lar performance in these
competitions. In the Phys-
ics Olympiad, all five of our
students won gold medals,
and India secured the top
rank,” he said.

“In the Chemistry Olym-
piad, too, all our students
won gold medals. All our
students also won medals
in the Biology Olympiad,
including a gold medal. In
the Mathematics Olym-
piad, our students secured
two gold and four silver
medals. 1 am immensely
proud of the nation’s youth
power. It is heartening to
see the culture of Olym-
piads and Hackathons stea-
dily growing in India. I am
confident that more and
more young people across
the country will show in-
terest in such forums and
keep the flag of India flying
high,” he said.

India is continuously scaling new heights in defence production, defence exports, and
political cooperation with friendly nations, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Sunday
in the latest episode of Mann Ki Baat, his monthly radio address.
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TUTAHAT A% AN F WAAR T 3797 ATTAS I3 HIIHHA ‘Fel Y a1 (Mann Ki Baat)’ &
AAATH TEHIOT 7 gl T AR 8T 391G, 8T AT a7 fAT S2if & arer Aer=ifasw dgaer &
& # SIdR =TS Sa1SaT 9red & @ &

Mr. Modi also paid tributes to the soldiers who sacrificed their lives during the Kargil War
in 1999.

A AT A 1999 F FRIAE Jeer A 39 oM F7 qfAGTT S aTer Afveni T off srgerrerfer A 67|
India was continuously strengthening its technological capabilities, he said.

3giel el foh SR SRITAR 379+ Hle@ i aeran3it (Technological Capabilities) #T e
HITET &

Citing the induction of INS Mahendragiri into the Indian Navy, he said the modern warship
had been designed and built in India.

AR AAa 7 msverew AgEAR (INS Mahendragiri) & RNAe gl T Seorkd HI §T 3l
gl foh I8 3merfateh Jeurdtd (Warship) 31Re & & fSmst 3R fAfela fehar s &

More than 75% of the materials used in it are indigenous.

SH TgF 75% W AT et Fagel (Indigenous) &1

“It is a symbol of the growing strength of an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’.

“TE ‘HICATAINT AR HT TadT AfFd 1 T &

This very month, the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) also
successfully tested the Pinaka Long-Range Guided Rocket.

S AEIE T&T HTHUT a RASIH §rseT (DRDO) o Ry wieht gt R Wahe (Pinaka
Long-Range Guided Rocket) & 8 Tthel GR1py0T foha|

Behind this success lies the collective perseverance of our scientists and engineers.
$H HholaT & NS gAR denfarel 3R AfAFamsit (Engineers) 1 @i TRAA B

The DRDO also successfully tested the Kusha missile,” he said.

3giel el foh DRDO = Fall AW (Kusha Missile) 3T 81 @bl a1afor |

“Whether it is defence production, defence exports, or political cooperation with friendly
nations, India is continuously scaling new heights.

Soglel hgl, “TTg T&TT 3c9Te &Y, T&T fAdTa &) a1 AT g2l & arer Terefas geahr, IRd Aiaw

% ST gTed W IET §
Earlier this month, | was in Indonesia, where a major agreement regarding BrahMos and
Astra missiles was concluded.

=Y FEIeT i SSATAAT I137 AT, ST FEA (BrahMos) 3R 3187 fAATSe (Astra Missile) &
TSR Teh Agea 0T AT Hwf &3]
Global confidence in India’s defence equipment and technology is growing,” Mr. Modi said.

1 FET ¥ gT o AR & a7 3uont 3R e X 3R faear semar sg w1 8

Remarkable feats

3@ 3qaferar

Wishing the Indian contingent the very best for the Commonwealth Games, which began in
Glasgow a few days ago, the Prime Minister said people across the country hoped that the
players and athletes would perform exceptionally well and make the nation proud.

$O [T Tgel T (Glasgow) # YE §T IseASH Wal (Commonwealth Games) & forw
R & (Indian Contingent) T gﬁmﬁﬁgmﬁmﬁ:?@rﬁmn%%
TGSl Seepse yedieT et 3R g 1 a1ka worvar|

“Our youth have achieved remarkable feats in sports recently.

3egiel FeT, ‘FHAR AT 2§17 & T el &7 7 Ieawe 3uafeudr side 1 8|
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e P.V. Sindhu has become the first Indian to win the Japan Open title in badminton; the
entire nation is proud of this achievement of hers,” he said.

3giel et fon Y. . iy Ssfiiee & Smater 3itaer &1 f&dTe Siice) arel ggel SRl st a8 § 3R
ORI 2 37T S I I a1 T ¢

e He said the Indian women'’s cricket team had won the first-ever women’s Test match at
Lord’s in London.

3ogiel gl foh HRAT AT frehe AF 7 dgeT & ASH (Lord’s) FeTeT W AN ggalr Afgel

Tre da Sha faar 8

e “This is a historic victory.
“Ig uh Afaefas e gl

e Butthatis not all.
Alfehel ITd dhael Sl &1 oTal ol

¢ In the long history of Lord’s, this was the first Test match played by a women’s team.
AISH & e STaerd H Ig fondl AT & SarT Well 71T ugel &¥¢ &7 41|

e |t was on this very ground that India won her first Cricket World Cup in 1983.
T AT W AR o 1983 H 39T UgdT fhehe faed &y Sirar am|

o Now, our ‘Nari Shakti’ has brought glory to the nation there,” he said.
3ogiel el foh 316 GART ‘AR ATFT o oY 3T AT W 2T T IRG T B

e Mr. Modi said “our young friends” were also bringing glory to India in the field of science.
AT FEY 7 et foh gAR Far s Farawmer o & & o 1R ot 7737 et A g €

e “Olympiads in Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and Mathematics were held just this month.
(Olympiads) 3-1T€I’I‘f37-r'§§l

e The Indian contingent delivered a spectacular performance in these competitions.
ST UTANTINAT3T & HRAT el o AMAGR T2t foha|

¢ Inthe Physics Olympiad, all five of our students won gold medals, and India secured the
top rank,” he said.

3ogiel gl Toh HIFAH eRaTs 7 gAR Tl uTg oAl o Faof s Siid 3R R & T4H FU=
gred |

e “In the Chemistry Olympiad, too, all our students won gold medals.
Seglel e, “THIAe Tt 3ieifars #F o g Teht ot & Faof g S|

e All our students also won medals in the Biology Olympiad, including a gold medal.
Shafdarrer e 7 o gaR Tl SE! A ugw ST, ST U ot gg 8t enfder 2|

¢ Inthe Mathematics Olympiad, our students secured two gold and four silver medals.
afora 3efaTs 7 gAR BET A & Faot 3R IR 9 98 Iied fhu|

e | am immensely proud of the nation’s youth power.
HZ S T FaT ATFA T AT I B

e lItis heartening to see the culture of Olympiads and Hackathons steadily growing in India.

HRA H 3RS iR i (Hackathons) & H&Rfd &1 R sl g srcad

3cATEST g
e | am confident that more and more young people across the country will show interest in such
forums and keep the flag of India flying high,” he said.

Segiel TaRaTH el foha foh GRreR & 3ifereh & 31feish Jar O #/at & ofe o9 3R 1Rt =1 e
&g ST WA |
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Youth at the vanguard

Ffaer ofFa & gar

4 rra-  gaiiiiniou o

Youth at the vanguard

The resoluteness of the protests forced
the government to step back

government that does not bend to the

will of the people risks being broken. The

resignation of Dharmendra Pradhan as
Union Education Minister, after a sustained agita-
tion by youth led by the satirically named Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP), is more than just a minis-
terial casualty of the “paper leaks” scandal. Itisa
seminal moment in the unravelling of what polit-
ical scientists describe as the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-dominant party system in Indian de-
mocracy, which allows little elbow room for a
fragmented Opposition. Entrance examinations
are the gatekeeping mechanism that determines
which young Indians get to enter the narrow but
reassuring world of formal employment later on,
in a country where most work remains in the
grinding unorganised sector. Repeated leaks
across several examinations have turned an ap-
paratus for testing merit into one of widespread
graft. Close to 20 lakh candidates were made to
take the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(Undergraduate) again after gruelling prepara-
tion that coincided with their school examina-
tions. Several students did not survive the ordeal.
The grievance bound youth across castes and re-
ligions, the very identities that political mobilisa-
tion in India has been confined to in recent years.
Bypassing a television establishment largely
aligned with the ruling dispensation, the faceless
protesters built support on social media within
days. The high-handedness of the Delhi police
and the attempts to throttle the Internet and mo-
bility around the protest venues only swelled
their ranks. The government eventually found
that this agitation could not be crushed, swayed,
split, distracted or left to dissipate, as others have
been over the past 12 years. It was forced to nego-
tiate, and in the face of the CJP’s rightful stub-
bornness, Mr. Pradhan’s continuation became
untenable. The nothing-to-lose desperation of
the protesters gained a political halo that came
from their non-alignment with electorally fo-
cused established parties. This was a movement
that could not be hijacked or undermined by the
political elite, whether of the Opposition or of the
government.

But Mr. Pradhan’s announcement of his resig-
nation does not inspire confidence. Instead of ac-
cepting moral responsibility for the failures in the
conduct and the marking of various examina-
tions, he tactfully sought to present his stepping
down as an attempt to prevent “anti-national”
elements from exploiting the situation created by

the protests. Evident in his resignation letter is
the government’s mindset that sections of the
students were acting against the Indian state with
ulterior motives. This is also part of the same nar-
rative that prompted the Delhi Police to meet the
protests with shock batons, pellet guns, and lath-
is with nails. The police actions were nothing
short of calculated brutality that violated all pro-
tocols of crowd control. The resignation is a tacti-
cal retreat on the part of the government, not a
realisation of mistakes made; it came after the ab-
Jject failure of efforts to paint the protests as com-
munal, as inspired by foreign agencies, and as de-
signed for political mileage. Among the several
missteps, the government first acted as if the so-
cial media followers were made up of mostly bots
who would vanish from view if their accounts
were withheld, then as if their virtual presence
would have no real-life consequences, and finally
as if they could be fought off with Instagram
reels. Only on encountering failure after failure
did the government get Mr. Pradhan to sign off.
But, commendably, the protesters withdrew the
agitation once their demands were met.

In the days ahead, the impact of the protests
will be far wider than what the government
hopes to restrict it to. Over the years, the Naren-
dra Modi-led BJP government has converted
mostly narrow electoral victories — a plurality of
votes yielding a majority of seats, singly or in coa-
lition — into expansive mandates. It has used
them to break the constitutionalist consensus on
settled questions of secularism and federalism,
advancing a unitary, majoritarian agenda by
creeping degrees. It has simultaneously raised its
floor of support by radicalising sections in the
north, west and now the east of India on the com-
munal plank, which has in turn helped secure its
legislative strength. It has recast dissent as anti-
national or separatist and hollowed out the Op-
position through induced defections and selec-
tive deployment of enforcement agencies. Com-
bined with the pusillanimity of other institutions,
including a passive judiciary, this has led to what
many describe as a managed democracy living
under an undeclared emergency for civil liber-
ties. A nation born of non-violent struggle has
needed, more than once since Independence, a
non-parliamentary convulsion to turn its institu-
tions back towards the vision of the freedom-

ting generation that framed the Constitution.
The CJP, and those who stood with it — Sonam
Wangchuk fasted for 26 days — have shown that a
Jjust demand, pressed through the quintessential-
ly Indian route of satyagraha, can outlast the
state’s brutality and move an inflexible govern-
ment to action. This is a lesson for the institutions
charged with checking the executive, and for
those charged with questioning authority, espe-
cially the media, which - barring some notable
exceptions — have mostly played a negative role.
They must play their constitutionally mandated
and socially responsible role rather than give in
to browbeating or expediency. Whether they do
so will be tested as the government sets about re-
forming the entrance examination system with a
different Minister in charge. What is certain is
that India is yearning for change and rejuvena-
tion.

27J7. Youth at the vanguard
Ffaer oafFa & gar

¢ A government that does not bend to the will of the people risks being
broken.

ST IR STACAT Y STBT oh 3TTEY LT Flehell, 3Heh TCol T SANTGH Fo1T 6l 6
e The resignation of Dharmendra Pradhan as Union Education Minister,

after a sustained agitation by youth led by the satirically named Cockroach Janta

Party (CJP), is more than just a ministerial casualty of the “paper leaks”
scandal.

SATYIcHD HATH dlel BRI STaTdT 9IET (CIP) o Aced & Farsit garr e 1w fakex
HieToTeT & d1¢ FarT et 7@t el werter o7 ST shael “qqv el ©eTer &7 Ueh
ATl afkome s AT &

e Itis a seminal moment in the unravelling of what political scientists

describe as the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-dominant party system in Indian
democracy, which allows little elbow room for a fragmented Opposition.

g AR eliehcdd 7 38 TaedT & faeest &7 Teh Ageaqot &107 ¢, Fordy Uatehifcleh
Fanfaeh AR STar arét (BIP) TEITeT gol-eqa® YT & §F & Jf0Td hid &, oTal 198X
gU faueT o foIT Sgd o JTotelforeh Tt 3TeTs8 T |

e Entrance examinations are the gatekeeping mechanism that determines

which young Indians get to enter the narrow but reassuring world of formal
employment later on, in a country where most work remains in the grinding
unorganised sector.

v G ag <IIA o7 8, S Te AR el § o foet Jar srelrat st srfasa &

3o AR 1 WA o] 39eTehd GRI&TT gfarar 7 qaer e, STafeh G2 i

TR FRIT e 3N FideT FHITST 8T H FRT ¢

e Repeated leaks across several examinations have turned an apparatus
for testing merit into one of widespread graft.

mqﬁmsﬁﬁaw-awgummaﬁa?ﬁmﬁwmaﬁaﬁmmﬁ
T9eh JSETER T ATCTH 1T AT &

e Close to 20 lakh candidates were made to take the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (Undergraduate) again after gruelling preparation that
coincided with their school examinations.

FIITHIT 20 AT ¢TI 1 391 AT TAGTHT & AII-H1Y HiSeT TIRT et &
STE; TSERT AT TE T T (F1dh) [NEET (UG)] YoT: St ISt

e Several students did not survive the ordeal.
FS BT 3T FHideT WIeT-aR AT &l ieT 78T b |

e The grievance bound youth across castes and religions, the very
identities that political mobilisation in India has been confined to in recent years.

30 fIshrare o shferat 3R st & X gar3it 1 vehole X T, Stafe grer & asf &
HRA & TSTeiicieh HeCT HEId: Sgl Gglel oeh WA T 8

e Bypassing a television establishment largely aligned with the ruling
dispensation, the faceless protesters built support on social media within days.

TATEG STTEAT o A T3 YA T 3N g ellfoote] SHTEAT T &I fehelX Y ET,
THATH Fe TRl o Fo & fewit 7 wrerer #fEAT o e L= et for|
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The high-handedness of the Delhi Police and the attempts to throttle the Internet and
mobility around the protest venues only swelled their ranks.

el gfor T o wRaTs TUT Ye e TUel & ITHUTH et AR TaRTHA H AT el &
TATAT o TG TARTIRAT Sl HEIT T 3R FaT |

The government eventually found that this agitation could not be crushed, swayed, split,
distracted or left to dissipate, as others have been over the past 12 years.

3icTeT: TIhR & 91 o el 12 awt & 31 Jiielelll 1 Hife 36 JHialele i of d¥ Frelell ST
TehdT g, o oAt foham ST TehdlT §, o TIeToId foham ST HhdT &, o7 i oI Tehd & R A &Y
U TId: TATCT glet & folv BIST ST TehaT &

It was forced to negotiate, and in the face of the CJP’s rightful stubbornness, Mr. Pradhan’s
continuation became untenable.

AR Y ATl A o TIT Taer glar ust iR CIP & A gg &@ o HHe Al Tl &l Ie
R et I@=AT ITHHAT &1 77|

The nothing-to-lose desperation of the protesters gained a political halo that came from their
non-alignment with electorally focused established parties.

e AR T Tt & FeIT e 811 o7 Sreret aTell Gl hT SHTAT IsTeilicieh sifcieh sref Al e
31T YeATa-shig el T IsTallicieh Goll & IS Feer oTgT AT|

This was a movement that could not be hijacked or undermined by the political elite, whether
of the Opposition or of the government.

Ig 0T 3rierereT AT TSI o T favet 3R =1 & TR A S Isfellfcieh ARSI a9 g 3r9et
frgaoT 7 foram 1 gahr 3R 7 & FHESR fovam 3 e

But Mr. Pradhan’s announcement of his resignation does not inspire confidence.

foher] S TEITeT SaRT 3191 ST T BT fARATH 3ot 6T el |

Instead of accepting moral responsibility for the failures in the conduct and the marking of

various examinations, he tactfully sought to present his stepping down as an attempt to
prevent “anti-national” elements from exploiting the situation created by the protests.

fafdieet aQaT3it & warelet 3N HeATeha ﬁg‘éﬁmﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂ?mﬁﬁﬁww*
TSI, 3eglel 3T SEcith oY YT & IcdeeT TETeT T ST I3TeT aTe “Trsg- Ry Feat Y
el o YA o TG H TEIT A ohT T TR |

Evident in his resignation letter is the government’s mindset that sections of the students were
acting against the Indian state with ulterior motives.

WW—W@W@W@WWM%%MW@ﬁ%&g@Wﬁ*
T HRAT T o Tavey H1 T TET 27|

This is also part of the same narrative that prompted the Delhi Police to meet the protests
with shock batons, pellet guns, and lathis with nails.

TEI I Trer AT Forget fereelt gfera &t gediarenRal & faeey afe dea, Yae arer qur frat it
ST T TATT et o Torw IR foham|

The police actions were nothing short of calculated brutality that violated all protocols of
crowd control.

QoI T TS ArSTeATeets FIcT A e w761 AT AR 381 8z frzr=or & Faferd el gkl
Seode fhaT|
The resignation is a tactical retreat on the part of the government, not a realisation of

mistakes made; it came after the abject failure of efforts to paint the protests as communal,
as inspired by foreign agencies, and as designed for political mileage.

TE SEADT AIFHR I Teh J0TAIIeh ATIHT &, o foh 3791 ATl T qEdTde FAIhRIFd; Ig
g S AT, el weifaat & 9RT aur Tsteiifae ot & 3eg2d ¥ Farfod ey &
& ST 2T qoT fatherell & aTe; 31T |
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Among the several missteps, the government first acted as if the social media followers were
made up of mostly bots who would vanish from view if their accounts were withheld, then as
if their virtual presence would have no real-life consequences, and finally as if they could be
fought off with Instagram reels.

mﬁﬁwﬁmmmm%mm:ﬁ%mwaﬁmmmmmﬁ
TP WA §¢ R S T T TATCT & STear; T T8 ST o 3aTehr 3oy 3ufeAfa 1 areafas
STaeT TR IS THIT 6T T3, 3R 37 T5 A1t o o 3oTeht yehmeral geeramnst fiew & o o

HHATR |

Only on encountering failure after failure did the government get Mr. Pradhan to sign off.
TR TAheTdT3TT 3T HIHAT ¥ & 16 &1 TR o AT Tl & SEATDT feorarar|

But, commendably, the protesters withdrew the agitation once their demands were met.
Tehe] TG § &, FeTTehRT o 319aH AT U et & a1, JHieTelet arad of form|

In the days ahead, the impact of the protests will be far wider than what the government
hopes to restrict it to.

3TeY aTeY feaAt 7 ST YeeTall &t T$TTd TR T 3TUET & gl 31T cTraeh g |

Over the years, the Narendra Modi-led BJP government has converted mostly narrow
electoral victories — a plurality of votes yielding a majority of seats, singly or in coalition —
into expansive mandates.

ast & SRTeT G AGY F A aTell SISTIT TFR =1 IU&Th WA IATd SAl—sTg! FHell T
ST 37ehel IT IS oh AILIH J HCT & gHd A IRGFIT §3HT—T SATH AR & T 3
T R gl

It has used them to break the constitutionalist consensus on settled questions of

secularism and federalism, advancing a unitary, majoritarian agenda by creeping
degrees.

TIHR o FoT STAICRIT T 3TN YATATYETAT 3R Ferare S T Faenfaie feeiar o3 ae
mﬁmﬁmwmmmmﬂmmwmﬁmm
& fow fRar g

It has simultaneously raised its floor of support by radicalising sections in the north, west and
now the east of India on the communal plank, which has in turn helped secure its legislative
strength.

AIY &1 38 HRA & 3o, IIGH AR 376 T4 & T gl bl FITQIAH TR T 39 Telld 391
ATH FHY TR T faFTR T, foa@ sqehr faemy arferd 1 off st fer|

It has recast dissent as anti-national or separatist and hollowed out the Opposition
through induced defections and selective deployment of enforcement agencies.

58 JragAfa i Isg-FaRNedt 3r2ar rAETEarey & &9 H TEd haT TUT IR gefded 3R Fade
T TG & TIATcHS ITANT & ATETH W f9eT 1 AR fha|

Combined with the pusillanimity of other institutions, including a passive judiciary, this has
led to what many describe as a managed democracy living under an undeclared emergency
for civil liberties.

A TSra Farnfas afgd 3 Teamsit S AfSHaar & ary st saa v Rufa 3caad e
&g, oI 3k oot yaftrd aerdd T ARTRSE Faaaansit I T 3Ed ATdTaere & &9 &
aftta R &1

A nation born of non-violent struggle has needed, more than once since Independence, a

non-parliamentary convulsion to turn its institutions back towards the vision of the
freedom-fighting generation that framed the Constitution.

TS Tu¥ T S 3 ASE DI TTTAAT o §1¢, Ueh I ITh IR 31T TEATHT T @iaeneTr Fr
fAHTOT e arelt Facar @ttt N i 7ot gfSe H 3N el & v I-TwdT sro7-3merer Hr
HTERYehT TSl B
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The CJP, and those who stood with it — Sonam Wangchuk fasted for 26 days — have
shown that a just demand, pressed through the quintessentially Indian route of satyagraha,
can outlast the state’s brutality and move an inflexible government to action.

CJP T 38 H1Y W3 el —TSTd QT TG = 26 &t e 3yarq fhar—= g fe@nrar g
& Weamare S faRIetr IR AT W 3678 1S #AIFHIT AT AT Y HORT § 3w T g dh
e Tehdll § 3R T 3397 PR &Y Y FRaE & fov faaer FHT g gl

This is a lesson for the institutions charged with checking the executive, and for those
charged with questioning authority, especially the media, which — barring some notable

exceptions — have mostly played a negative role.

g TRt 9T 0T T@e aTell HEAT3HT AT HAT § T Yot aTel Tevehray, faetwent A,
& T v Agcaqo A@ &, mﬁgmswmdﬁq 3IATEl T BISHT JTERIACT: FehRTcHD DT
[GEIERS

They must play their constitutionally mandated and socially responsible role rather than give
in to browbeating or expediency.

3o¢ GaTd AT cATcehI ol FIatT & 31T $Tahot & T 37l WA 4T AIATINS Javaraeaqor
THRT T foidgeT Heer TR

Whether they do so will be tested as the government sets about reforming the entrance
examination system with a different Minister in charge.

SIS TXRR forelt ST FA & AAcjed H gaer g8t gomelt A GeR IReT FM, a9 Jg @r sean &
3 VAT I § AT AL |
What is certain is that India is yearning for change and rejuvenation.

it AR &, a8 J o oRe aRaeer 3R Faleat qarsiiaet 1 3Tehiel T@a ¢
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